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In the Universal Prayer or Prayer of the Faithful, the people respond in some sense to the Word of God which they have received in faith and, exercising the office of their baptismal Priesthood, offer prayers to God for the salvation of all.

General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM) 69

When composing the Universal Prayer, there are four elements to write:
1. Introduction (addressed to the assembly and sung or said by the presider).
· Purpose: The presider “calls upon the faithful to pray” (GIRM 71)
· Character: “a brief address” (GIRM 138)
2. Intentions (generally addressed to the assembly and sung or said by the deacon (or lector)
· Purpose: “so that petitions may be offered for holy Church, for those who govern with authority over us, for those weighed down by various needs, for all humanity, and for the salvation of the whole world” (GIRM 69)
· Character: “sober, be composed with a wise liberty and in few words, and they should be expressive of the prayer of the entire community” (GIRM 71).
· Specificity: Since the intentions should express the community’s prayer:
· Avoid missing important current events which people are currently praying about. If a national tragedy just occurred, don’t be afraid to do a last-minute edit to the Universal Prayer so it is current and relevant.
· Err on the side of being poignant and relevant rather than general and lofty, to reflect what God’s People are concerned about this day.
· Resist the temptation to cover every category and situation. The sacrifice of the Cross made present in the Eucharist at this Mass is offered for the whole world. It’s ok for the Universal Prayer to address more particular things. If your intercessions would have worked just as well a year ago, you are probably not attending to current needs well enough.
· Keep each intention short and avoid using flowery or convoluted language.
· Order: “The series of intentions is usually to be:
a) for the needs of the Church;
b) for public authorities and the salvation of the whole world;
c) for those burdened by any kind of difficulty;
d) for the local community.” (GIRM 70)
3. Invocation used for each Intention (addressed to God and sung or said by the assembly; may be silent prayer).
· “The people, for their part, stand and give expression to their prayer either by an invocation said in common after each intention or by praying in silence.” (GIRM 71)
4. Oration
· Addressed to God the Father (by that or another title)
· Sung or said by the presider
· Concludes with “Through Christ our Lord.”

Printing
Be sure to print two copies of the Universal Prayer. The font should be readable from a distance; a minimum 13-point type is helpful. Try to avoid breaking individual paragraphs across pages. Hole-punch pages rather than inserting them into plastic sleeves which cause a glare.

FAQ
Q: Should the intentions be tied to the readings?
A: There’s no instruction or preference for the intercessions to be tied to the readings. However, the Introduction and the Oration, when possible, are connected with the readings and homily (see Lectionary for Mass, Introduction, 43). Also, the particular celebration (like a celebration of matrimony) may inspire intercessions.

Q: Should the last intention be for the dead?
A: There’s no preference in the GIRM for doing that on a regular basis.

Q: Must the intentions always begin with “For…” or “That…”?
A: No, but those are possibilities. We compose using a “wise liberty” (GIRM 71)

Resources
· General Instruction of the Roman Missal (https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/the-mass/general-instruction-of-the-roman-missal/girm-chapter-2; see 69-71)
· See Appendix V of the Roman Missal for Examples of Formularies for the Universal Prayer. Some other rites (RCIA, funerals, etc.) provide further examples.
· See Solemn Intercessions of Good Friday as an education on General Intercessions. Don’t use them as a pattern, but seeing how these most solemn intercessions work is good background for a composer.
· In case it’s helpful, a document template is provided below.




The joys and the hopes, the griefs and the anxieties of the men of this age, especially those who are poor or in any way afflicted, these are the joys and hopes, the griefs and anxieties of the followers of Christ.

Gaudium et Spes 1

Universal Prayer

PRIEST’S INTRODUCTION
___

INTENTIONS
1. ___
℞. ___

PRIEST’S PRAYER

Through Christ our Lord.
℞. Amen.
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