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Richard Joseph Blinrson of Gordon Blinn and Mayme Schwawas born on October 23, 1933
in Nampa, Idaho. He wame of four children born in th@&linnfamily.w A O K twhlBR@hers
were Herbert and Raymond anbis sister was Dorothy. Richard wabaptized in Saint John
Cathedral, Boise, in November 1933.

RICHARD BEGINS HIS EDUCATION
In the fall of 1939, Richard began his education at Saint John School in Boise for the first twg
years of his primary education. He theansferred to Collister School in 1941 and contintex
education thereuntil 1946.

JUNIOR HIGH, HIGH SCHAND UNIVERSITY

He changed schools once again as he began junior high school at North JuniarB+igle from
1946 to 1949. He then matriculated to Boise Senior High from 1949 to 1951 when he graduated
in the spring of 1951In the fall ofthat year, he beganstudies at Boise Junior College for two
years and then moved tthe University of Idaho in Moscow, Idaho fois final two years of
college, graduating with a bachelof science degree in 1955.

Photo from the Universiy of Idaho Website
University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho

ENTERS THE JESUIT NOVITIATE

Richard had been thinking of religious liée some timeso aftergraduating fronthe University

of Idaho, he maddis decisionto enter the Jesuit Novitiate of the California Province of Jesuits
in Los Gatos, Californgan August 15, 195 begin the process of becoming a Jesuit priest.




The day anan enters the Jesuit Novitiate, he is consideredeamber of the Society of Jesuhe
novitiate is a two-year process oprayer, work and learning about the Sdgi@f JesusDuring
the first year, the novice makes Thirty Day Ignatian RetredRichard spentwo yearsat the
Jesuit Novitiaten Los Gatoandmade his First Vowas aJesuitin Los Gatos.

Photo from the Jesuit Website
The Jesuit Center, formerly the Jesuit Novitiate, Los Gatos, Caldorni

REGENCY

Regency is the time when the yagifirst vowed Jesuit works full time in a Jesuit ministry f@oto three
years.During hisregency, Brother Richard served as a teacher at Saint Ignatius High School in Sar
Francisco where heas acounselor and also taught Latin, speech and mittéavas a gifted pianisaind
enjoyed playing the piano throughout his life.

ALMA COLLEGE

After completing higegency Brother Richard moved to Alma Colledecatedin the Bear Creelarea of
the coastl mountain range west of San Jas&he Jesuit communitgurchasedland andconstructed
classrooms and dormitories tgerve aghe theologatefor the California Jesuit Provincalmas College
wasthe first Jesuit college of theology on thiéest Coastof the United States

Photo from the Jesuit Provincial Website
Alma College was the School Theology for Jesuit Seminarians
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Alma Collegavaspart of the Santa Clara University theology department for the education of
Jesuitstudents oftheology. Richard studied at Almas College from 1957 to 1969. He earned a
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ORDINATION OF RICHARD BLINN

Having completed his theologidahining,BrotherRichard Joseph Blinn was ordained a priest for
the California Province of Jesuits on June 14, 1969 by Bishop John Ward, Auxiliary Bistop of
Archdiocese of Los Angeles, in Blessed Sacrament Parish Church in Hollywood. This parish
staffed bypriests of the JesuRrovince of California.
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Blessed Sacrament Church, Hollywood, CA

FATHEBLINNCONTINUES HIS EDUCATION

Father Blinn continued his education immediately after his ordination at Harvard Divinity School
from 1969 to 1970 and then on to the University of Southern California,-1973, whee he
earned a Doctorate Degree in Education.

FATHER BLINN BEGINS HIS LIFE OF MINISTRY
Having earned his Doctorate Degree in Education, Father Richard was ready to begin his life g
ministry in education. He was appointed assistant principal of Jesuit High School in Carmichae
CA from 19721974and 199t 1980. He served gwincipal of Jesuit High Scho@larmichael

from 1974 to 197°&nd thenappointed associate campus minister at the University of Hawaii in
Honolulu for a year, 1980 to 1981.
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Jesuit High School, Carmichael, CA

VISITINGPROFESSOR AT LOYOLA MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY
In 1981, Father Blinn was appointed assistant visiting profegdbeologyat Loyola Marymount
University in Los Angeles where he taught clagsesvo years until 198.

Photo from LMU Website
GraduationCeremonyat Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles
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ASSOCIATE PASTOR IN PHOBRRIXONA

In order to give Jesuit priests a wetlunded experience of ministry, Father Richard was next
assigned to Saint Francis Xavier Parish in Phoenix, AZ to serve as an associaétpesiesuit
staffed parish He served in this parish for two years, 1983984.

Photo from St Francis Xavier Parish Website

St Francis Xavier Parish Church, Phoenix, AZ

JESUIT SECONDARY ASSOCIATION, WASHINGTON, DC

CHiKSNI . ftAyyQa v &skistant ltoLihé? pregident Sof/ the Jésuii Secondary
Association in Washington, D.C. where he worked for the rextdenyears, 1984 to 1998. The
work of this associatiowasto initiate programs and provide services that enabits member
schools to sustain their Ignatian vision and Jesuit mission otatiunal excellence in the
formation of young men and women of competence, conscience and compassion.

ASSOCIATE EDITOR OF AMERICA MAGAZINE
After completing fourteen years working in Washington, DC, Father Richard was next assigned 3
associate editor ofhe Jesuitmagazine calledmerica.He worked as an editor of the magazine
from 1987 to 1988.

America

THE JESUIT REVIEW

America Magazinethe Jesuit Review of Faitk Culture
6




CAMPUS MINISTRY AT STANFORD UNIVERSITY
In this interim period of assignments, Father Richard agsointed to the Stanford University

Campus Ministry team for one year, 1988 to 1989. At this point, he was ready to return to parish
ministry.

Photo taken from the WebQT Luong/terragalleria.com
Stanford University, Pal@lto, CA

RETURN TO PARISH MINISTRY

At the age of 56, Father Richard waslcomed back to the Diocese of Sacramenteere he
wasappointed associate pastor of Saint James Parish in Da@stober 7, 1983p minister
to the parish communityof Davis with Masignor Andrew Coffey

Father Richard served Saint James Parish as a parochial vicar for nearly nineteen years. |

and Monsignor Coffeglevelopeda good friendship and worked together in a compatible and
supportive way.

In 1999 to 2000, Father Richarelged as interim director of the Davis Newman Center when
the need arose, using the skills he developed when he was a campus minister at the
University of Hawaii in Honolulu and Stanford University in Palo Alto.
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