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Hugh Joseph Bannon, son of Hugh Bannon and Bridget McCabe, was born on December 11, 1922, 
in Cavan, Ireland. He was baptized the next day at Holy Family Church, Loc Gowna, Cavan, Ireland. 
Hugh had an older brother Thomas who became a priest of the Diocese of Sacramento. 
 
HUGH BEGINS HIS EDUCATION 
In 1927, Hugh began his primary education at Saint Joseph School, Loughduff, County Cavan, and 
continued his studies there until June 1936. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL DAYS 

In September 1936, Hugh ōŜƎŀƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ {ŀƛƴǘ aŜƭΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ [ƻƴƎŦƻǊŘΣ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ, 
graduating from high school in June 1941. 
 

 
       Photo from the St Mel College Website 

Saint Mel College, Longford, Ireland 
 

ALL HALLOWS COLLEGE, DUBLIN, IRELAND 
After completing his high school education, IǳƎƘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘ aŜƭΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ Longford 
to All Hallows College in Dublin in September 1941 to begin his theological studies for the 
priesthood. He spent six years at All Hallows College until 1947 when he and his classmates were 
ready for ordination to the priesthood. 
 
ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD 
On June 22, 1947, Hugh Joseph Bannon was ordained a priest in All Hallows Seminary Chapel for 
service in the Diocese of Sacramento by Bishop Marshall, Bishop of Salford, England. 
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All Hallows Seminary, Dublin, Ireland 
 

As was the custom, Father Hugh spent about six weeks with his family before it was time 
for him to leave Ireland for his long westward trek to the Diocese of Sacramento in 
Northern California to begin his life of priestly ministry to the people of the Church of 
Sacramento.  
 
ARRIVAL IN SACRAMENTO AND THE BEGINNING OF MINISTRY 
Father Hugh Bannon arrived in Sacramento on the First of October, 1947, and met Bishop 
Robert J Armstrong, bishop in the Diocese of Sacramento.  
 
For his first appointment, Bishop Armstrong appointed Father Bannon to Immaculate 
Conception Parish ƛƴ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘƻ ŀǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ CŀǘƘŜǊ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ W hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ 
pastor of the parish. Father Hugh served this parish for five years, from 1947 to 1952. 
 
 

Go Forth into the whole world and preach 
The Good News, baptizing them in the Name of  

The Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
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Immaculate Conception Church, Sacramento 
 

NEXT ASSIGNMENT TO GRASS VALLEY 
For his next assignment, Bishop Armstrong sent Father Bannon to Saint Patrick Parish in Grass 
Valley as assistant to Father Patrick Donnelly who was pastor of the parish. Father Hugh served 
the Grass Valley parish community for three years, 1952 to 1955. 
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Saint Patrick Church, Grass Valley 


