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In Principio

BenedictSantosDeLeon,Jr.,sonof BenedictSantoDelLeonSr.andPraxedesRoblesle Guzman,
wasborn in Sacramentamn January21, 1954 the fourth child of five bornin the DeLeorfamily.
Fathe EdwardKavanaglbaptizedBenin SaintRoseChurch Sacramento.

Bensfather, Benedict,Sr, wasbornin the Philippinesandimmigratedto Piedmont,CA asa high
schoolstudent. Graduatingfrom PiedmontHighSchool he servedin the Pacifictheater during
World Warllin aUSArmyreconnaissancanit. Whilevisitinghisfamilyin the Philippineshe met
hisfuture wife Praxedes,andthey were marriedin what is now the minor basilicaof Our Ladyof
the HolyRosaryof Manaoag. Benedictthen returnedto the United States,andtwo yearslater,
Praxedesmmigrated as a war bride. In the first 12 yearsfollowing their decisionto settle in
Sacramentofive childrenwould be born to the DeLeorfamily: Jane Marlene,Daniel,Benedict

Jr, andPhilip.

Phado courtesyof the DeLeorFamily

Benedictand PravedesDeleon
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Thefour elder DeLeonsiblingsrecallgrowingup in a traditional 1950shousehold. Theirfather
wasacivilseniceemployeetrainedin electronicaandemployedat the Sacramentd&ignaDepot,
andtheir mother afull-time homemakerTheparentshadbuilt their first homeon alot bounded
by a vineyardon both sidesand an orchardin the back,the lastvestigesof the semirural truck-
farming areas of South Sacramento.The children learned early to appreciate the bounty
harvestedfrom their LJ- NBgardeasnjoyinghomegrownvegetablesat mealtimesand their
Y 2 i K fowdparrangementsaroundtheir home.

Aspreschoolersthe childrenlearnedto prayby followingtheir LI NBeyainal€andthe family
worshippedat Saint RoseChurchin SouthSacramentavherethe childrenwere alsoenrolledin
Saturdaymorningcatechisnclasses.

Thechildrenwalkedto the local public schooland were encouragedo work diligentlyin their
studies.Thar parents would remindthem that the reasonfor their LJI NBdgdis@®rib settle in
the United States far awayfrom their extendedDeLeorand de Guzmarkin, wasto providethe
opportunities afforded by the American public educational system, thus assuringthe best
developmentof their OK A f RaBig/afidskills. The children were taught to respecttheir
teachersandauthority.

Photoby PraxededelLeon

Benon histhird birthday in 1957

Backrow I-r, Mr. & Mrs. Emilio Daclan & sonRobertof Sacrament, Bens godparents;FredFernandeof Vallejo,
godfather,and BenDeLeon Sr;children in front row are Daniel,Ben,Marlene and Janewith Penelopethe cat

Fortheir own senseof satisfactionand achievementall of the childrenwere expectedto excel
in the classroomandto becomeleaders,both academicallyandin extra-curricularactivities.In
addition to their studies, the children were encouragedto develop musicianshipand
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performanceskills, including public speaking.As early as fifth and sixth grade, the children
volunteeredfor public speakingopportunities and competitions,activitieswhich their parents
supported by reviewing the speechdrafts and servingas rehearsalcoaches Benedictand
Praxedesequiredtheir childrento think logicallyand to write andspeakclearly,andthe parents
weretheir OK A f RoNgBest@sivell asmost supportiveaudience Lookingbackat the editing
andspeeclrehearsakessionsvith their parents,the five DeLeorsiblingsappreciatedbeingheld
to their parentL¥igorousstandards Their LJ- NJShjigh eéxgectationsand support helpedthe
childrennot onlyto honetheir skills,but alsoto build their poiseand confidence.

Asthe offspringof parentswho were the first in their familiesto emigratefrom the Philppines

to the United States the DeLeorchildrenknewvery few relativesin this country. TheirLJ- NB y (i &
closestfriends becamethe O K A f RdtiBayedisiand earlyin their childhoods the daughters
andsonsof Benedictand Praxedesinderstoodthe valueof friendshipsmadeandnurtured over

a lifetime. Althoughthe word communitywasnot so prevalentlyusedthen asnow, the young
DeLeonchildren cameto seethat they were part of the neighborhoodwhich was their local
community;they alsorecognizedhat they were part of the largercommunityof Filipinofamilies

from the Sacramentaegionandthe BayAreawheretheir godparentdived.

BenedictandPraxedesaughttheir childrento appreciatetheir Filipinoroots aswell astheir good
fortune to be living in America.Growing up in that era before Filipinonationalswould come to
the United Statesin the largeimmigrationpatternsthat emergedin the late 1960s the children
observedthat FilipinoAmericansvere a smallgroup. TheDeLeorchildrenwere encouragedo
rememberthat their actionsand achievementgeflected not only on their parentsand siblings
but alsoon their Filipinoethnicroots.

In sum,Benedictand Praxedeswrtured in their childrenthe developmentof three fundamental
values:

Loveof family andfaith
Appreciationof educationandthe opportunitiesto developtheir talents

Respecfor andwillingnesgo sharethe responsibilityof buildingup the largercommunitiesof
whichthey areapart.

Thesethree valuescontributedto youngBey” (Ba@nseof himself, his placein the world, and his
growingawarenes®f hiscallingto the priesthood.

B9 b QKILDHOOD

In 1959, Benedictand Praxededuilt their secondhome in rural Florin, California and moved
their growingfamily there just before Christmasn 1959. Threemonthsbefore the move,the
fifth DelLeorsiblinghadarrived,and Benbecamea big brother to Philip.

All of . S ysiblingsrecall that he was the most patient of the five children and alwaysvery

graciousto hissiblingsand parents. Asa youngster,he wasalsothe leastvoluble Basedon the

family storieshe would shareat family gatheringsdecadesafter the siblingshad all grownup, it
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becameclearthat the quiet little boy Benhad keenlyobsened
the many details of the family Y S Y 6 Sddiy {dteractions,
accumulatinghesedetailsin hisremarkablememory.Hisability
to observe and listen, along with his patience, courtesy, and
kindnesswould servehim wellin hist A W&kKagda priest.

Whenthe family movedto Florin,they left Saint RoseParishand
beganattending Massat Sint Paul Church establishedin the
1940sasa missionof All HallowsParish.In 1959, FatherMichael
Hoganwas the parochial administrator. After Fatherl 2 3 y Qa
suddendeath on EasterSundayin April 1960 Father Richard
Dohenywasassignedo Saint Paul whichwould be designatedas

BenBeginshis Education

aparishlater that year.BenreceivedhisFirstCommuniorfrom FatherDohenyandlearned from
him how to serve Mass.During his seminay years,after his ordination, and throughout his
priesthood, Ben would occasionallyremark, alwayswith respectful appreciation,that Father
Dohenywashismentor andthe modelof the kind of priestBenwould aspireto be.

Benwith FatherDohenyafter receivingFirstCommunion Benasa GrammarSchoolStudent




B9 b MEENAGEEARS

Asearlyashisgradeschoolyears,Benhad expressedo hisfamily hisdesireto becomea priest.
Hisparentsencouragechis senseof vocation,at the sametime advisinghim to enter the local
publichighschoo] to perform well in academicand extracurricularactivities andto experience
atypicalteen-agesociallife before applyingfor admissiorto the collegeseminary.

Bencompliedwith hisparenta if@struction andavailedhimselfof the full spectrumof highschool
experiences Heenrolledandexcelledin hiscollegepreparatorycourses.Heplayedclarinetand
saxophoneand participatedin pep ralliesand entertainmentfor Fridaynight football gamesas
well asin communityparadeswith the EIkGroveHighSchoolMarchingBand. He enjoyeda full
sociallife. Hesignedup for localandregionalspeechcompetitions,winningfirst placein severa
andhoningthe skillsthat would supporthisfuture preparation of homiliesfor daily and Sunday
Mass. Benalsoservedin studentgovernmentandwaselected a classofficer.

Duringhigh school,Benalsobecamea Columbian
Squire,thus beginningwhat would be his more-

than-four decadesof associationwith the Knights
of Columbus.As a Squire,he enjoyed fellowship
with other Catholic teenagers as well as the

opportunity to travel throughout California to

various Columbian Squire gatherings. He
distinguishedhimself in the Squire§2governance
structure,servingat state-levelpositions,including
electionasthe state ChiefSquirefor the term 1968

1969.

Besideshis studies and extracurricularactivities,

Ben also gainedwork experience.Duringthe hot

SacramenteummersBenandhisyoungerbrother

Philipworked with their motherto growvegetables
on the family® two-acrefield. Bendrovea tractor

and helped to plant, cultivate, and harvest the

crops. The harvestswere plentiful enough that

twice weekly, Benand Philip helped their mother

to selltheir vegetalesat the C I NIy IBaxkEX &

BenasaHighSchoolStudent

Sacramento.Their proceedswere more than enough to purchaseBen's first vehicle, the
International pick-up truck in whicht asFatherBent he would a few yearslater chauffeur
membersof Saint Cathering TeenClub.

All'in all, the teenageyearsthat his parentsadvisedhim to spendat home and in public high
school before leavingfor collegeseminaryservedto affirm Ben® senseof his vocation and
enabledhim to devebp the talents he would bring to his future work asa priest. Duringthese
years, Ben learned to appreciate,communicateand work well with individuals of diverse
backgroundsambitious and competitive college prep classmatesmusiciansand bandmates,
ColmbianSquiresC I NJY Maxk&t Qustomers Interestsfirst initiated and followed during his
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teenageyears supported developmentof Ber® well-rounded characterand, as the decades
progressedyould alsoprovidethe basisfor the effectivenesof hiswork asa priest.

Photofrom the ElkGroveSeniorHighSchooWebsite
ElkGroveSeniorHighSchool

SaintJosephCollegeSeminary Mountain View Benasa collegeseminarian




Photoby JohnEBoll

SaintPatrickSeminary Menlo Park,California

TRAINING-ORTHEPRIESTHOOD

In fall 1972,Benentered Saint JosephCollegeSeminaryin Mountain View, California,majoring
in liberal arts. Duringthese collegeseminaryyears,Benstrengthenedhis prayer life, including
praying the rosary in the eveningswith his classmates As he neared the finish of his
undergraduateyears,Bensharedwith hisfamilyanevaluationreceivedfrom one of hisadvisors:
hisadvisorhadtold Benthat hisstudiesandprogressoward ordinationandlife in the priesthood
were bestcharacterizedby . S yt@neringhis seriousnessind commitmentwith his senseof
playfulnessand ability to laughheartily. Hisadvisorurged Bento maintain alwaysthis healthy
balance.

After his 1976 graduation from Saint JosephCollege Seminary,Ben entered Saint Patrick
Seminaryn Menlo Park,Californiafor advancedstudiespreparingfor the priesthood.In addition

to hisstudiesin Scripture theology,liturgy andhomiletics, Benwasassignedo work in parishes
on the SanFranciscd’eninsulaSignificanimilestonesduringtheseyearsincludedhis elevation
to the minor ordersof lector and acolyte,after whichin March 1979,Benwasordainedto the

order of the diaconateat hishome parishof Saint Paulin Florin,California

DIACONATETSAINTCATHERINEBARISH
Fom June4, 1979,to April 3, 1980, as part of his final year of training, Benwasa transitional
deaconcompletinghis pastoralyear of serviceat SaintCatherineParishin Vallejo.FatherColm

OKelly,who hadbecomepastorthere earlierin 1979,wasDeaconBens mentor.

FatherOKellyremembersBenasa friendly, focusedand dedicateddeaconwho truly wantedto

be a priest. Duringhis year at Saint CatherinePatish, DeaconBenhelpedto developa parish
youth groupandworkedwell with the members Hemadeenduringfriendshipswith manyin the

parish youth group, and, as the yearsand decadesprogressed officiated at their weddings,
baptizedtheir children,and saidMassfor their deceasegarents




Fatherh QY &l$§ofeéallsthe musicaleveningsthat he and DeaconBenwould enjoy together.
With Fatherh Q Y Sritte Babygrandpianoand DeaconBenon the tenor saxophonethe two
would perform duetsin the musicroom of Saint Catherin€ @ctory.

ORDAINER PRIESFORTHEDIOCESBFSACRAMENTO
BenedictSantosDelLeon Jrwasordaineda priest for the Dioceseof Sacramentamn March 22,
1980,by BishopFrancisAnthonyQuinnin the Cathedrabf the Blessedsacramat in Sacramento.

Photocourtesyof PhilDeLeon
FatherBenconcelebrateshis Ordination Masswith BishopQuinnand FathersHannanand Doheny

Of that long-anticipatedordination at the Cathedral the siblingsof the newly-ordainedFather
Benrecallfour speciaimagesfrom a dayfilled with preciousmemories:

Their brother duringthe chantingof the litany of the saints,garbedin hiswhite alb, lyingprone
onthe sanctuaryfloor, hisfuture life of priestlyservicecapturedin that imageof completeand
faithful submission

Thelongline of vestedDiocesarpriests eachtakinghisturn to lay handson the headof their
brother in blessingand support

FatherDoheny the pastorunderwhom they grew up andtheir brother's mentor, helpingthe
newly-ordainedFatherBento vestin the stole and chasuble symbolizinghe priestlyoffice

Theirnewly-ordainedbrother givingtheir parentshisfirst blessing.




Almostfour decadedater, Father Benwould sharewith his siblingshisown treasuredmemory
of that most preciousday:beforethe start of the CathedralceremoniesBishopQuinnand Ben
were standingfor a quiet moment,andthen, at BishopQuinn'ssuggestiontogether prayedto
BlessedMlother Mary, askingfor her gracefor . S ylif@ &f priestlyservice.
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Photocourtesyof PhilDeLeon
BishopFrancisQuinnand newly ordained FatherBenedict DeLeon Jr.

Immediatelyafter the Ordination Massin the Cathedral
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Onthe dayafter hisordination, FatherBencelebratedtwo FHrst Massesin the morningat his
home parishof Saint Paulandin the afternoonat Saint CatherineParishin Vallejo.

w0 VT SESERITI L
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Photocourtesyof PhilDeLeon

FatherBencelebrateshis FirstMassat SaintPaulChurchin Sacramento

Laterthat spring,Father Benaccompaniedis parentsto Pangainan provinceon the islandof
Luzonin the Philippinesthere to celebrateFirstMassesn hisfather'shometown of Binmaley
andinhisY 2 (i K BoM&@wn of Manaoagat the churchwhere 34 yearsearlier,Benedictand
Praxedesiad exchangedheir marriagevows.

Photocourtesyof PhilipDeLeon
Churchof the Purificationin Binmaley,PangasinarProvince the Philippines
where, in spring1980,FatherBencelebratedd C AaNEada gisT | (i Kn&mMeId@EN

BishopQuinnappointedFatherBenassociatgastorof SaintCatherineParishin VVallejg at which
he servedfor two years,April 3, 1980to March 22,1982.
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Photoby JohnEBoll
SaintCatherineof SienaChurch Vallejo

ERVINASVOCATIOMIRECTORNDCHRISTIAN w h ¢ | GHRWARI{AIN

After servingSaintCatherineParishfor two yearsasparochialvicar, BishopQuinnaskedFather
Bento become Vocation Director of the Dioceseof SacramentoAt the sametime, he was
appointedpart-time chaplainof ChristianBrothersHighSchoolin Sacramentawith residenceat
Presentationof the BlessedVirgin Mary Parish(March 1982September1983) and then at
ChristianBrothers(Septemberl983 July1985)asresidentchaplain.

Duringhis chaplaircy at ChristianBrothers,FatherBenwas pleasedto celebrateMassfor the
studentsand ChristianBrothersand to return the rite of Benedictionand Venerationof the
Eucharisto the school'sscheduleof liturgical observances.He alsotaught religionand served
asanacademicadvisor.

When Father Ben moved into the rectory at Presentation parish
Monsignor EymardGallagherwas the pastor and Father JohnBoll the
parochial vicar. Father John remembersthat Father Ben owned the
newesthigh-tech deviceson the marketand knewhow to usethem. He
wasa technologyexpertin the early 1980swhen manyotherswere just
beginningto learncomputertechnology.

Monsignor EymardJGallagher
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PASTORTE3SN THEDIOCESBFSACRAMENTO

SAINTJOHNTHEEVANGELISFARISHDunsmuir

OnJulyl, 1985,FatherBenwasappointedto hisfirst pastorateat SaintJohnthe EvangelisParish
in Dunsmuirand,aswell, namedparochialadmiristrator of SaintJosepHParishin McCloud amill

town 16 mileseastof Dunsmuir.n hisrolesaspastorof SaintW2 Kafhdparochialadministrator
of Saintw2 & S Edther8en servedtwo communitieswith diverse and contrastingthough
interdependentcultures, Dunsmuirbeingarailroadtown and McClouda mill town.

Photoby JohnEBoll

SaintJohnthe EvangelistChurch,Dunsmuir

The yearsas pastor of SaintW2 K gh@administrator of Saintw2 & Sihi@diwhat would
becomeFather. S ylife#ong affection for living and workingin the mountains. He enjoyed
servinghis mountain parishcommunitiesand treasuredlong friendshipswith the familiesof his
parish. ParishionelRonManfredirecallsthat FatherBenwould often haveSaturdaydinnerwith
the Manfredi family after the Vigil Mass. Thetwo good friends enjoyed fishing and hunting
together. Theyalsosharedtheir distinctiveinterests: Rontaught FatherBenhow to play golf,
andFatherBenhelpedRonto learncomputer skills[AppendixA].

Aswould be true for all of hisassignmentsspastor, FatherBentook seriouslyhisresponsibility
for the fiscalhealthof St W2 K yrifegpdriougectory,for example providedonewayfor Father
Bento practice good management of resources.To decreasethe large NI O (i enbkByEpats
duringwinters, FatherBenclosedup the secondstory and installeda new wood-burning stove
onthe first floor. Thesmaller efficiently-heatedspaceprovidedcomfortablequartersfor Father
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Benand his dog Cyrus FatherBenalsotook pleasurein cookinghis own dinnersin the NS O i 2 NB

kitchen.

Photoby JohnEBoll

SaintJosephChurch,McCloud

Hisdual appointmentsas pastorand administratorrequired FatherBento drive manymilesto

celebrate Massboth at Saint Johnand Saint JosephChurches In winter, the snowy conditions
madethe drivesto and from both churchedreacherousaswell asstressfulandtiring. Months
later, FatherBentold his family how on the first Christmasof his pastorate, he returned
to the Dunsmuirrectory after celebratingall of the ChristmasEveand ChristmasDay
Massesat both parishesuddenlyovercomewith fatigue, hethoughtto sitafew minutes
on the stairsjust insidethe rectory door but fell instantlyand deeplyasleep,only to be
gentlyawakenedseveralhourslater by hisdog Cyrus.

Duringhisfirst pastorate,FatherBenalsotrainedfor and servedasa medicalchaplainat
localhospitalsin SiskiyouCounty.
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SAINTCLARPARISHANtelope

In spring 1992, Father Ben completed his sevenyear first
pastorateandbeganhisnextassignmentBishopFranciuinn
appointedFatherBenasfoundingpastorof SaintClareParish
in Antelope.

Father Ben purchaseda housein Antelopeto serveas the
parishrectory and rented SaintAndrew EpiscopalChurchon
Watt Avenuefor the smallSaintClareO 2 Y'Y dzyweelkahd
celebrationof Mass.

Bishop FrancisA Quinn

At oneof the SaturdayigilMassesat Saint AndrewChurchin earlyspring1993,extended
membersof the DeLeonand Horton familiesgatheredto celebratewhen Father. Sy Q &
youngnephewsColinandKierande LeonHortonreceivedFirstEucharist

AsSaint/ £ | fedhdingpastor,FatherBenbeganraisingfundsto build the parishsfirst
buildings and worked with architectsto begin a master plan for the new parish site.
Havingsettheseprocessesn motion for the newSaint/ £ I paBsficdmmunity,he then
appliedfor hisnextassignmentvhenthe closureof nearbyMcClellanAir ForceBasewas
announced.FatherJohnBoll who was Vicarfor Clergyand living in residenceat Saint
LawrenceParish,was askedby BishopQuinnif he would alsobe administratorof Saint
Clare Parishtemporarily. Subsequentlythe Diocesemoved Saint Clare Parishfrom
Antelopeto anewsitein WestRoseville.

BeforeleavingSaint/ f | W&herBehandFatherTroyPowersrepresentedthe Diocese
of Sacramentat the 1993 convocationof the NationalFederationof t NJA £auicisn
Chicago.Thetheme of the gatheringmarkedthe 25thanniversaryftheb Ct fodhding
after Vaticanll: & ! tile Crossroadsteflectionson priesthoodand ministry for the 21st
O S y { [@ouiehttp://www.nfpc.org/about-us-2/nfpc-history/].

Electedto serveon the ExecutiveBoardrepresentingthe diocesef Northern California
in the SanFrancisc@rovince,FatherBenreturned from the convocationas part of the
NFPC'governingstructure.
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12 — The Catholic Herald — May 19, 199?7 Py

kr. Del.eon
is elected
to board
of NFPC

Father Benedict DeLeon, pastor of St.
Clare’s Parish, Antelope, has been elect-
ed to the executive board of the National s
Federation of Priests’ Councils, T -

Father DeLeon and Father Troy Pow- [ T- Benedict DeLeon
ers, pastor of St. Joseph Church, Yreka, ing presentation,” Father Del.eon said,
represented the Diocese of Sacramento,  “on how — in spite of liability and legal
at the NFPC convention in Chicago May  fears — we as priests should never aban-
3to 7. The NFPC represents, through its  don a hurting brother priest, espccmlly at
diocesan affiliates, about half the priests ~ a time when that hurting priest mi ght
in the United States. need our fratemal support most.”

Father DeLeon praised a talk given by On the executive board, Father Del e-
Father Canice Connors at the conven-  on will represent the northern California
tion. “Fatber Connors gave a very mov-  dioceses in the San Francisco Province.

Photographedy Philip DeLeon
From the CatholicHeraldissuesin the DiocesamArchives

Twentyfive yearslater, FatherBenwould return to Saint ClareParishto mark anather

milestone:On Septemberl7, 2017,the pastand previouspastorsand parishionersof

Saint Clare Parish celebratedMasson the observed25th anniversaryof the LJ- NJA
founding.At this Mass,foundingpastor, FatherBenDelLeonwasthe homilist.

a K¢
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Photoby JunieBaldonadcand postedon the Saint Clarewebsite

Homilist FatherBenat Saint/ f | RSSAhdiversaryMass

OURDIVINESAVIORPARISHChico

FatherBenarrivedin Chicoon July6, 1993,to serveaspastorof OurDivineSaviorParish.
A significantmemoryfor hissiblingsattendingFather. S yirQtallationMasswasseeing
for the first time the image of the resurrected Christin the church sanctuary,a
complementaryimageto that of the crucified Christwith which they grew up at Saint
Roseand Saint Paul Parishes They also recall with appreciaton the kind welcome
extendedto the family at the receptionfollowing Father. S yir@tallationMass
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Photoby JohnEBoll
Interior of Our Divine SaviorChurch,Chico

SAINTMARYPARISHyacaville

After the three-year pastoratein Chto, BishopWilliam K Weigandappointed FatherBen
pastor of SaintMary Parishin Vacaville,starting on April 12, 1996. Consistentwith his
previous experience,Father. S yifeiaction with parishionerswould result in life-long
friendships.

Hiswork at Sainta | NJde@anwith his gentle but firm instructionto the LI NJliturgyQ a
committee: Thechurchenvironmentshouldsupportthe beautyof the liturgy. Forexample,
the bannersand the cloths on the altar and ambo shouldreflect the liturgical color of the
day,andflowersin the churchshouldalwaysbe real.In keepingwith Father. S yp@f&@rence
for freshflowers,anewrosegardenwasplantedduringthis period. Sainta | NJpafishioner
Nelly Verbarecallsthat Father. S yd@egtive required more work but was duly followed
[AppendixB].

Mrs. VerbaalsoremembersFather. S ysfddig involvementwith the parishO2 Y Y dzy A (i §
food assistanceproject and one particularly memorableexperience:Coveringhis face, he
stoodinlineatthe LJI NJ¥o@ddda@ker. Arrivingat the front of the line, hetold the volunteers
that he neededfood right awayand,whengivenahot dog,complainedaboutthe coldfood,
sayinghe needed,d 'hot hot R 2 3@mMBE/whenthe food had beenmicrowavedandreturned
to him did Faher Benrevealhimselfby hisheartylaughter.

Duringhistime at Sainta I NHB-&herBenalsoservedasspiritualadvisorfor the SantoNifio

de CebuSacietyof Vacaville Fairfield, Suisunand vicinity, a religious,socialand fraternal

organization Thiswork strengthenedFather. S yti€savith and appreciationfor his Filipino
18




heritage.Asformer Sainta | NJpafishioneMerlina Tanwrites, & | ®lebratedMassduring
novenadaysandwe would take delightwhen he attendedthe dinnerdancesandfiestadays
for BabyJesusSantoNifio. Needlesgo say,| not only respectedhim during the Mass(La
Misa) but admiredhis jovial and friendly fellowshipduring the feast(LaMesa).He could be
easilyspotted with his hearty and jolly chuckleanywhereand especidly so when he was
pulled on the dancefloor for ElectricSlideLine5 |y O pAghanélixC].

IR — .
730 9:00 10:30 5:30

E SUNDAY .
E spaNISH SAT VIGIL 7:00 P.M
SUNDAY 12:00

DALY — MORNING MASS: 8:00 AM
pAISH_TILE L Fd HINEY

Photoby CathyJoyce
SaintMary Church,Vacaville

When FatherBenbeganhis five-year pastorateat Saint a I NJFhé&w@aain the sixteenth
yea of his priesthood.Duringthis period, he wasable to take a sabbaticalreturningto
hisstudiesin theology.

In the summerand fall of 1997, he participatedin a four-month programfor priestsin
Jerusalensponsoredythe CatholicTheologicaUnionin ChicagoFatherBenwouldlater
sharewith hisfamily that he would alwaysbe grateful for the faith-filled experienceasa
pilgrim walking the roadswhere Sint Paulhad walked and living in the placeswhere
Christhimselfhadlived on earth.
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Photo by JohnEBoll
Churchof the Holy SepulcherMount Calvary Jerusalem

While servingSaint Mary Parish FatherBenalsoavailedhimselfof the opportunity to undertake
graduatetheologystudiesat Saint Meinrad Seminaryand Schoolof Theologyin Saint Meinrad,
Indiana TheSainta S A y Nuuridéwsletterfor winter 2020namesFatherBeninitsd |  dzY'y A
9 (i S Nddedndnoteshisenrollmentin 1999in the programfor Masterof TheologyStudies.

Photofrom StMeinrad SeminaryWebsite

Saint Meinrad Seminaryand Schoolof Theology
20




SAINTTHOMASTHEAPOSTLEARISHOroville
After five yearsas pastorin Vacaville BishopWilliam Weigandappointed FatherBenpastor of
SaintThomaghe ApostleParishin Orovilleon Junel, 2001.

BishopWilliam K. Weigand

Photoby JohnEBoll
SaintThomasthe Apostle Church,Oroville

The parishionersof Saint Thomas remember Father Ben for his kindnessand sense of
compassion ParishionerRay Crosthwaiterecalls, & & C | BeK] 8lMdys said, W lydkti make a
mistake,makeit onthe sideof O2 YLI 8 aA 2y ® Q¢

Fromthe very beginningof his ordained ministry when he was a transitional deaconat Saint
CatherineParish FatherBen consistentlyinvestedresourcesfor nurturing the RomanCathoic
faith in youth. Asyouth minister for Saint ThomasMr. Crosthwaitenotesthat, & C I {wis® NJ
great proponentof youth. He positivelyinfluencedall youth with whom he cameinto contact
andhada greatinfluenceon the livesof the youthof h NB @ Apferfdis®i &

Activitiesthat FatherBenled for the parish'syoungpeopleincludedbringingthe youth groupto
the YouthDayportion of the ReligiousEducationConferencesponsoredby the Archdioceseof
LosAngeles,after which the Saint Thomasyouth group enjoyedtime in Disneyland He also
oversawthe planningfor sending&int ¢ K 2 Y youdtl{Xelegationto the largestworld youth
event: in July2008,FatherBenled eight Saint Thomasyoungpeopleto the World YouthDayin
Sidney Australia.
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TheAustrala WYDwasthe first of three international youth trips led by FatherBen.In August
2011 and againin July2016, FatherBenled parishyouth delegationsto World Youthdaysin,
respectively Spainand Poland.

Fiveyearsinto hisserviceat Saint Thomaghe ApostleParish FatherBencelebratedhis25thyear
of priesthood. In June2005,Father. S yp&i&hionersformer parishionersprother priestsand
family prayedtheir thanksgivingn the Massat which AuxiliaryBishopRichard]. Garciawasthe
principle celebrant. Guestdravelingto the celebrationincludedFatherRichardDoheny,pastor
of Saint PaulParishwhen FatherBenwasa boy.

SAINTJOSEPRARISHRedding

After sevenyearsaspastorof Saint Thomasn Oroville,FatherBenwasaskedby BishopWeigand
to acceptthe pastoratein SaintJoseprParishin Redding FatherBenservedat Saint Josepl f@r
two years,March23,2008through July20, 2010.

Photoby JohnEBoll

SaintJosephChurch,Redding

Ashadbeentrue for hispreviouspastoratesFather. S yw@rkincluded mentoringseminarians
and transitional deaconsservingtheir pastoralyears. Amongthose with whom Father Ben
worked are FatherJosephHuyenVanNguyenand FatherGuillermoHernandezWhile at Saint

22




Joseph Fathe Benworked with seminarianMichael Ritter, who remembersFatherBenasa
deeplyfraternal personandlovingof hispriesthoodandhisfellow priests,veryhumanandeasily
approachable.FatherMichaeldescribes=atherBenasa priest<priest, alwaysreadyto support
his brother priests He recalls,for example,Father. S ypRane calls suggestingthat Father
Michaelwrite a note of supportto the bishopwheneverthe bishopwasbeingcriticizedand, for
more encouragementand guidance receivinga copy of Father. S yo@rinote to the Bishop
[Appendk E].

Whileat Saint W2 & S Eakh€BeRreceivedan invitation from the Religiousof the VirginMary

Sistersto participatein their celebrationof the 50" year of the RVM2 mnissionarypresencein

Sacramem. OnJuly18, 2008, at the EucharisticCelebrationin the Cathedralof the Blessed
SacramentfFatherBenwasthe homilist.

Homilist FatherBenat w + a D JubileeEucharisticCelebration

Havingoeena child of five yearswhenthe first RVMsistersacceptedBishopJosepra OD dzO{ Sy ¢
invitation to establisha Sacramentoapostolate,Father Ben could draw on his own boyhood
memories of the pioneeringRVMa A a w&rkygivihg detailed witnessto their 050 years of
unselfishandvaluableandimmeasurableserviceto the Catholicpeopleof Northern Californiab €

[TheSister$ havetouchedthe livesof somanysoulsin our diocese regardlesf ethnic

backgroundthroughtheir apostolatesin parishReligiousEducationprograms teaching
in CatholicSchoolscomforting the sickandthe dyingandtheir families,actingasliturgy
coordinators.| rememberas a little boy when they first arrived in our dioceseat the
invitation of BishopJosephVicGuckenandthey cameto visit my familyin our home.

Evenasalittle boyl cameto look-up to them with respectand admiration,knowingthat
they were dedicatingtheir livesto the Lordandhelpingpeoplecometo know Godin the
unselfishwork they did.
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To my dearfriends,my co-workersinthe [ 2 Numéyard the Religiouf the VirginMary

¢ onbehalfof all of uspresentwith you todayin this beautifulcelebrationof the Eucharist,
givinghonorfor 50 years,workingwith us,beingwith us,prayingfor us,we thankyou for

your devotion,your commitment,andyour unselfishnessin bringingD 2 Re@rifort and

loveandhopeto all of us,andto all the Catholicfaithful throughoutthe diocese We pray
that our good and merciful Lordwill continueto blessyou, to giveyou his strengthand

wisdomand guidanceasyou continueyour ministry andapostolatein our diocese

[Sourcefor the publishedhomily and the three 50" year celebration photos: & C 2 2 {i bilIR ¥ & £
commemorative book prepared in 2009 for the 50" anniversary of the w + a fdidsionarypresencein
Sacramento SeeAppendix| for the full text of the homily.]

At the Cathedralof the BlessedSacramentfFatherBenDeLeon his mother Praxedesand Bishop
FrancisQuinnfollowing the Eucharistt Celebration on July18, 2009,
Honoringthe w + a D& yearin Sacramento
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Religiousof the Virgin Mary with BishopQuinnand FatherBenat the 50th Jubilee Celebration

SAINTTHERESPRARISHSouth LakeTahoe

FatherBenhad first experiencedworkingin a mountain community parishwhile a seminarian
servingone summerat SaintTheresaParishin SouthLakeTahoe More thanthree decadedater,
he would comefull circle: appointedby BishopJaimeSoto, FatherBenbecamepastor of Saint
TheresdParishon August 1,2010.

BishopJaimeSoto
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Photoby JohnEBoll

SaintTheresaChurch,SouthLakeTahoe

Forhisfamily andfriends,aswell asfor FatherBen,the yearsat Saint TheresaParishwere very
special. Now and again,his family joined him to celebrateseveraloccasionsOne suchfamily
gatheringwasespeciallypoignant,occurringwhen FatherBenand (transitional)DeaconMemo
Hernandehostedthe DeLeorsiblingsandtheir familieson the first Thanksgivingfter the death
of their mother Praxedesevenmonthsearlier.

A secondmore jovial occasiorhappenedtwo winters later. After the siblingsand their families
had enjoyeda quiet dinner, FatherBenwaspresidingoverthe ¥ | Y Aafteédihger pleasanties
when the lights were suddenlyturned off, the better to enjoy the presentationof a candlelit
birthday caketo the table. All voicesg Father. S yb&r#oneincludedc were heartilyjoinedin
singinga | | Birthday,€ until the lightswent backon andthe birthday cake waspresentedto a
thoroughly surprisedFatherBen Becausethey were all in Tahoe,his siblingshad decidedto
surprisehim with a celebrationtwo weeksaheadof his 60th birthday.

Another specialoccasionhosted by Father Ben during his Saint Theres& @astorate was a
gatheringfor hisFilipinopriestbrothers Alwaysappreciativeof goodeatingandhimselfaskilled
cook,FatherBenhadplannedandpreparedthe Y' S vy de€iges Later,FatherBenhappilyshared
with hissiblingsthat at the end of the meal,a brother priestfrom the Philippinesenthusiastically
commended the Californiaborn-and-bred Father Benfor keepingalive his roots, as demon
strated by hisexcellentpreparationof their deliciousand belovedFilipinocuisine
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Inthe lastsixmoin K& 2 F CI { K S NpoteSiglipcatastriiphiciezentinad8iSTherelsa

t F NA&KQ&a K AAS iepbnel in thedddalzNadiB, Righ winds swept through the region on
Thursday, December 11, 2014, toppling a large pine tree planted in fronheofchurch.
Fortunately, no persons were hurt although the toppled pine narrowly missed falling on the
statue of @int Theresa. However, damage to the roof of Globin Social Hall was extensive enough
to require closure of both the hall and church and potaftyi to impact the full schedule of
liturgical celebrations for the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe and the ABeasbnDescribing
the situationto his siblings, Father Baxpressedis intent to organize efficiently the resources
necessary for achiewpna safeand timelyrepair of the damage

d

Photoby PhilipDeLeoron Decemberl1,2014
Toppledpine tree on the roof of Saint ¢ K S NJsBbBinQall

As recalled by@ni ¢ K Spadskione@ & dzf /| THié t@&f&l ¥n Globin Hall in the early
afternoon on Decembetl, 2014. The impact crushedportionof the roof, and broke the fire
sprinkler system which flooded thell. This caused the whole Church to be red tagged ahead of
the Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration. This means all utilities are shut off and no one alloweg
entry. After the damage occurred, we were able to coordinate with the local building official,
tree removal service, vacuum truck service, local contractor and structural engineer to get the
hall secured that evening.
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oDue to those actions, we managed to get the red tag to apply only to Globin Hall and the
Churchwas able to resume activities withéhscheduled Our Lady of Guadalupe celebration the
next evening. This was no small feather Ben was criticah making the necessary decisions to
make this happefi ! LIFSY RA E

CORPUSHRISTRARISHN TAHOECITY

OnJulyl, 2015, FatherBenfinishedhiswork at Saint TheresaParishand beganhis assignment
at CorpusChristiParish.AuxiliaryBishopMyron Cottainstalled FatherBenfor what would be

Father. S yfddryearassignmenbeforeretirement. Father. S yy@uagerbrother Philip,elder

sisterJaneandbrother-in-law Peterwere presentat this Mass At the receptionafterwards, they

enjoyed conversationswith the parishionersand learned that choir members from Saint

¢ K S NJB&South dahoehad drivento CorpusChristiin TahoeCity so that both parishchoirs
couldjoin their voicesin simultaneoudarewellandwelcomeat Father. S yir@tallationMass.

Thewarmth with whichFather. S yp&i&hionergpastand currentregardedhim wasexpressed
by CorpusChristiparishionerPaulaHendricksoOur liveswere touchedby Father Ben'shomilies
at CorpusChrist in TahoeCity.Hewasinspirationaland we alwaysleft Masswith a smileon our

faces,our heartsand mindsreadyfor the weekahead. . . . €
[Sourcehttps://www.legacy.com/obituaries/sackedobituary.aspx?pid=193704716]

CORPUS CHRISTI
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Photoby JohnEBoll
CorpusChristiChurch,TahoeCity, CA
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Father. S yla3td5monthsat CorpusChristiwere markedby the passingf two priestswhose
lives had significantly influenced his own life and priestly formation: Monsignor Edward
Kavanagh pastor emeritus of Saint RoseParish who had baptizedthe infant Ben and Bishop

FranciQuinn,who hadordainedFatherBenin 1980andat whosefuneralon April1,2019,Father
Benservedasa pall bearer.

[Photo extracted fronscd.org/newsivatch-livestreambishopfrancig

Father Ben served as a pélearerat the Funeral Mass of BishoprancisQuinn
At the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacramem April 1,2019
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RETIREMENANDFINALPILGRIMAGE

Althoughbhis official retirement had begunin January2019 FatherBenservedCorpusChristias
parochialadministratoruntil June2019 when he beganthe moveto hisnew homebaseat the
t NA Ratie@medt Villagein Citrus Heights. During that busy last week of June,he made
numerouscartrips betweenTahoeCityand CitrusHeightsto transport his personalbelongings
Onthe last weekend of June,he co-officiated at the family weddingof his nephew Kierande
LeonHortonto KatiWu at Saint PaulChurch

Hethen spentthe month of Julysubstitutingfor the vacationingpastorat Saint ThomagParishin
Oroville. In addition to the pastoral duties, Father Ben enjoyed the time with his former
parishiorers and friends at Saint Thomas He could also be seenhiking on the roadsaround
OrovilleDam walkingsticksin hands, with his faithful dog Klondikeat his side.FatherBenwas
continuinghis training and preparationfor the pilgrimagethat had been seweral yearsin the
planning:his Septembepilgrimagewalk on EICaminode Santiagan Spain

When his siblingsaskedwhether he would haveaccesdo Internet connectivityduring his trek
through the PyreneesFatherBengently replied that he was not planningto make use of the
Internet, seekingnsteadto enjoythe quiet anddedicatinghistime to prayer.

In a summer already memorable for family gatheringsand milestones,two more liturgical
gatheringsoccurredbefore FatherBemQ @lanneddeparturefor Europeand his pilgrimage.

FatherBencelebratinghis Massof Thanksgivingon August11,2019,at SaintPad Church,
FatherJoyleMartinez, pastor, concelebratingPhoto courtesyof Dale Yamamoto,aspostedon Saint Paul@website]
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On August11?, Father Ben celebratedhis Massof Thanksgivindor Priesthood at Saint Paul
Churchwhere 39 yearsearlier he had celebratedhis FirstMass Amongthe worshippersat this
Massof Thanksgivingvere parishionersvho had watchedhim serveMassasa youngaltar boy.
Theylistenednow to the words of what would be his last homily: an encouragemento pray
everydayandto maketime to listenfor the quiet voiceof God.

Photofrom the photo albumson the Saintt | dpar@lawebsite
FatherBenin the Saintt I ddar@téary with hisfamily and FatherJoyleMartinez

After celebratinghis Massof Thanksgiving

Threedayslater on Augustl4,2019,at Mater Ecclesia€€hurchin Thornton,Diocesenf Stockton,
Father Bencelebratedthe lastof hispublicliturgies With permissionof the localdiocese Father
Benwasthe principlecelebrantat the FuneralMassof a familyfriend, the lastsurvivingmember
of hislateY 2 i K Srdld@dftown matesfrom the Philippines.

Thefuneralwasscheduledon a SanJoaquinvalleysummerdayregisteringa hot temperatureof
over100degrees FatherBenpresidedwith his characteristiccompassiongently explainingthe
rites and theologywhile faithfully leadingthe worshipand prayersof the FuneralMassandthe
interment. After the rites, he spenttime with the bereavedfamily before drivingbackto Citrus
Heightsand his new residencein the Curéd Ars RetirementVillage.His brother priest Father
PatrickHenryvisited FatherBenthat eveningin hisapartment
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Lookingbackat his life, FatherBenhad remarkedto his family that his parishassignmentfad
takenhimto the Dioceseof Sacrament@ distantpointswest,north andeast.Duringhis39years
aspriestof the diocese FatherBenenlargedthe generousscopeof hislove of family and faith to
includeboth the parishionersentrustedto his careand, equallyimportant, his brother priests.
He watchedoverthe spiritualllivesof his parishionersand thoughtfully stewardedthe resources
of hisparisis &a@ilities. He careddeeplyabou the well-beingof his brother priestsand made
provisionfor leavinghis material treasure to them through the diocese.Finally, Father Ben
thoughtfullyparticipaed inthe dA 2 O JdeSti@gbvernancestructuresandrenderedrespectful
andobedientseviceto hissuperiors BishopQuinn,Weigand,and Soto.

OnAll SaintsDay,2018,when he had completed the diocesanrequiredplanningfor hisown last
rites, FatherBeninscribedthis prefaceat the top of hisinstructions

| hope | havehelpedto make others happy, filled otherswith the joy Godhasintended
for all of usto experience,astogether, we walk toward our Lordand heaven.

a ! ta the exactdayandhour, no oneknowsit . . .€
[Mark 13:32]

In early summer2019 FatherBenhad saidthat he waslookingforward to an Internet hiatus
during his walk through the Pyrenees And so in the daysafter the funeral in Thorntonwhen
FatherBendid not respondto hisa A 0 ftextgaddpkbnecalls,hissisterJanesurmisedhat her
brother had gently begunpreparingthe family for when he would be awayfrom them, quietly
prayingandwalking the Caminopilgrimage.

Middayon SundayAugustl8, after Massandthe socialhour at Saint PaulChurch Philipwent to
Father. S yec@itigeandfoundwhy Fathe Benwould neveragainreturn texts andphonecalls.

Philip communicatedword of C I (I K.SI\Wd@gih to his siblingsand to BishopSota At the
cottage,FatherJohnBoll offered the Church@ Prayersfor the Dead. Within afew hours Masses
andprayersbeganto be offeredthroughoutthe diocese in Ireland,andin the Philippinedor the
repose of Father. Sy €@ At Saint Paul Parish where Father Ben had grown up, the
BereavementCommitteeorganizedhe Novenathe tradition of nine daysof prayersandrosary
for the deadobservedin the Philippines.

In their sorrowand shock,Saint t | dgfari3onersgatheringin the chapelon the first evening
of the Novenamarveledat how within fewer than 10 daysof receivingFather. S yblessingat
the end of hisThanksgiving/lasson Augwst 11,they and hisfamily andfriendswere now praying
for the reposeof hissoul.
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THE | | w/LASIRITEFORFATHEBEN

Photoby JohnEBoll

Awaiting the FuneralMassat SaintPaulChurch,Sacramento

Father. S yV@iiandthe Funeal Masswere celebratedat Saint PaulChurch FatherPhilWells
presidedat the Vigil on August26™, and eulogieswere offered by Matthew Lucciand Gena
ErrisurizFather. S yh&shiewandniece,respectivelyandJanede Leon[seeAppendicesGandH].

On TuesdayAugust27,2019,at 10:30 AM, BishopJaimeSoto,together with BishopEmeritus
William K Weigandand over 100 priestsof the diocese concelebratedhe FuneralMasswith a
full churchof family, friendsand parishionersof SaintPaulandthe other parisheswvhere Father
Benhad served,asthe whole Peopleof God commendedhim to the loving embraceof Gods
LoveandMercy.

In keepingwith Father. S yir@téuctions,FatherEricLofgrenwashomilist; FathersReyBersabal,
AndresEmmanuelli,Jonatlan Molina, JeremySantos and nephewsJustinand Colinde Leon
Hortonwere pallbearersPhilipDeLeorandJanede Leon lectors;andthe Crosthwaitefamily gift
bearers. The reception after the Funeral Mass was hosted by Saint t | dzZBefedvement
Committeeandthe SantoNifiode CebuSociety.
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