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In Principio 
Benedict Santos DeLeon, Jr., son of Benedict Santos DeLeon, Sr. and Praxedes Robles de Guzman, 

was born in Sacramento on January 21, 1954, the fourth child of five born in the DeLeon family. 

Father Edward Kavanagh baptized Ben in Saint Rose Church, Sacramento.  
 

Bens father, Benedict, Sr., was born in the Philippines and immigrated to Piedmont, CA, as a high 

school student. Graduating from Piedmont High School, he served in the Pacific theater during 

World War II in a US Army reconnaissance unit. While visiting his family in the Philippines, he met 

his future wife Praxedes, and they were married in what is now the minor basilica of Our Lady of 

the Holy Rosary of Manaoag.  Benedict then returned to the United States, and two years later, 

Praxedes immigrated as a war bride. In the first 12 years following their decision to settle in 

Sacramento, five children would be born to the DeLeon family: Jane, Marlene, Daniel, Benedict 

Jr., and Philip. 

 
    Photo courtesy of the DeLeon Family 

Benedict and Praxedes DeLeon 
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The four elder DeLeon siblings recall growing up in a traditional 1950s household.  Their father 

was a civil service employee trained in electronics and employed at the Sacramento Signal Depot, 

and their mother a full-time homemaker. The parents had built their first home on a lot bounded 

by a vineyard on both sides and an orchard in the back, the last vestiges of the semi-rural truck-

farming areas of South Sacramento. The children learned early to appreciate the bounty 

harvested from their ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ gardens, enjoying homegrown vegetables at mealtimes and their 

ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ flower arrangements around their home.   

 

As preschoolers, the children learned to pray by following their ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ example, and the family 

worshipped at Saint Rose Church in South Sacramento where the children were also enrolled in 

Saturday morning catechism classes.   

 

The children walked to the local public school and were encouraged to work diligently in their 

studies. Their parents would remind them that the reason for their ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ decision to settle in 

the United States, far away from their extended DeLeon and de Guzman kin, was to provide the 

opportunities afforded by the American public educational system, thus assuring the best 

development of their ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ talents and skills. The children were taught to respect their 

teachers and authority.  
 

 
      Photo by Praxedes DeLeon 

Ben on his third birthday in 1957 

Back row l-r, Mr. & Mrs. Emilio Daclan & son Robert of Sacramento, Bens godparents; Fred Fernandez of Vallejo, 

godfather, and Ben DeLeon, Sr; children in front row are Daniel, Ben, Marlene and Jane with Penelope the cat 

 

For their own sense of satisfaction and achievement, all of the children were expected to excel 

in the classroom and to become leaders, both academically and in extra-curricular activities. In 

addition to their studies, the children were encouraged to develop musicianship and 
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performance skills, including public speaking. As early as fifth and sixth grade, the children 

volunteered for public speaking opportunities and competitions, activities which their parents 

supported by reviewing the speech drafts and serving as rehearsal coaches.  Benedict and 

Praxedes required their children to think logically and to write and speak clearly, and the parents 

were their ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ toughest as well as most supportive audience. Looking back at the editing 

and speech rehearsal sessions with their parents, the five DeLeon siblings appreciated being held 

to their parentsΩ rigorous standards. Their ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ high expectations and support helped the 

children not only to hone their skills, but also to build their poise and confidence. 

 

As the offspring of parents who were the first in their families to emigrate from the Philippines 

to the United States, the DeLeon children knew very few relatives in this country. Their ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 

closest friends became the ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ godparents, and early in their childhoods, the daughters 

and sons of Benedict and Praxedes understood the value of friendships made and nurtured over 

a lifetime.  Although the word community was not so prevalently used then as now, the young 

DeLeon children came to see that they were part of the neighborhood which was their local 

community; they also recognized that they were part of the larger community of Filipino families 

from the Sacramento region and the Bay Area where their godparents lived.   

 

Benedict and Praxedes taught their children to appreciate their Filipino roots as well as their good 

fortune to be living in America. Growing up in that era before Filipino nationals would come to 

the United States in the large immigration patterns that emerged in the late 1960s, the children 

observed that Filipino Americans were a small group.  The DeLeon children were encouraged to 

remember that their actions and achievements reflected not only on their parents and siblings 

but also on their Filipino ethnic roots. 

 

In sum, Benedict and Praxedes nurtured in their children the development of three fundamental 

values:  

 Love of family and faith 

 Appreciation of education and the opportunities to develop their talents 

 Respect for and willingness to share the responsibility of building up the larger communities of 

which they are a part. 

 

These three values contributed to young BeƴΩǎ sense of himself, his place in the world, and his 

growing awareness of his calling to the priesthood. 

 

B9bΩ{ CHILDHOOD 

In 1959, Benedict and Praxedes built their second home in rural Florin, California, and moved 

their growing family there just before Christmas in 1959.  Three months before the move, the 

fifth DeLeon sibling had arrived, and Ben became a big brother to Philip.  

 

All of .ŜƴΩǎ siblings recall that he was the most patient of the five children and always very 

gracious to his siblings and parents. As a youngster, he was also the least voluble. Based on the 

family stories he would share at family gatherings decades after the siblings had all grown up, it 
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became clear that the quiet little boy Ben had keenly observed 

the many details of the family ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ daily interactions, 

accumulating these details in his remarkable memory. His ability 

to observe and listen, along with his patience, courtesy, and 

kindness would serve him well in his ƭƛŦŜΩǎ work as a priest. 

 

When the family moved to Florin, they left Saint Rose Parish and 

began attending Mass at Saint Paul Church, established in the 

1940s as a mission of All Hallows Parish. In 1959, Father Michael 

Hogan was the parochial administrator. After Father IƻƎŀƴΩǎ 

sudden death on Easter Sunday in April 1960, Father Richard 

Doheny was assigned to Saint Paul, which would be designated as   
 

  Ben Begins his Education 
 

a parish later that year. Ben received his First Communion from Father Doheny and learned from 

him how to serve Mass. During his seminary years, after his ordination, and throughout his 

priesthood, Ben would occasionally remark, always with respectful appreciation, that Father 

Doheny was his mentor and the model of the kind of priest Ben would aspire to be. 

 

  
  

Ben with Father Doheny after receiving First Communion Ben as a Grammar School Student             
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B9bΩ{ TEENAGE YEARS 

As early as his grade school years, Ben had expressed to his family his desire to become a priest.  
His parents encouraged his sense of vocation, at the same time advising him to enter the local 
public high school, to perform well in academic and extracurricular activities, and to experience 
a typical teen-age social life before applying for admission to the college seminary. 
 
Ben complied with his parentǎΩ instruction and availed himself of the full spectrum of high school 
experiences.  He enrolled and excelled in his college preparatory courses.  He played clarinet and 
saxophone and participated in pep rallies and entertainment for Friday night football games as 
well as in community parades with the Elk Grove High School Marching Band.  He enjoyed a full 
social life. He signed up for local and regional speech competitions, winning first place in several 
and honing the skills that would support his future preparation of homilies for daily and Sunday 
Mass.  Ben also served in student government and was elected a class officer.    
 
During high school, Ben also became a Columbian 
Squire, thus beginning what would be his more- 
than-four decades of association with the Knights 
of Columbus. As a Squire, he enjoyed fellowship 
with other Catholic teenagers as well as the 
opportunity to travel throughout California to 
various Columbian Squire gatherings. He 
distinguished himself in the SquiresΩ governance 
structure, serving at state-level positions, including 
election as the state Chief Squire for the term 1968-
1969. 
 
Besides his studies and extracurricular activities, 
Ben also gained work experience. During the hot 
Sacramento summers, Ben and his younger brother 
Philip worked with their mother to grow vegetables 
on the familyȭs two-acre field.  Ben drove a tractor 
and helped to plant, cultivate, and harvest the 
crops. The harvests were plentiful enough that 
twice weekly, Ben and Philip helped their mother 
to sell their vegetables at the CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ Market in       

                  Ben as a High School Student 
 

Sacramento. Their proceeds were more than enough to purchase Ben's first vehicle, the 
International pick-up truck in which τ as Father Ben τ he would a few years later chauffeur 
members of Saint Catherineȭs Teen Club.  
 
All in all, the teenage years that his parents advised him to spend at home and in public high 
school before leaving for college seminary served to affirm Benȭs sense of his vocation and 
enabled him to develop the talents he would bring to his future work as a priest.  During these 
years, Ben learned to appreciate, communicate and work well with individuals of diverse 
backgrounds: ambitious and competitive college prep classmates, musicians and bandmates, 
Columbian Squires, CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ Market customers. Interests first initiated and followed during his 
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teenage years supported development of Benȭs well-rounded character and, as the decades 
progressed, would also provide the basis for the effectiveness of his work as a priest. 
 

 
                                        Photo from the Elk Grove Senior High School Website 

Elk Grove Senior High School 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
  

  

 

 

              

 

 

 Saint Joseph College Seminary, Mountain View   Ben as a college seminarian 
  




