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Daniel Madigan, son of Patrick Madigan and Aileen Culhamas born on March 9, 1938 the
Madigan homein the didrict of Ballycormack adjacent to the village of Shanagolden, County
Limerick, IrelandDanisthe fifth child of nine born in the Madigan famifipur girls and five boys
Three of5 I yf@u@sisters were senior thim and his younger sister died of meningitis shortly
before reaching her fifth birthday.

Patrick Madigan operated the family farm fha KA a |y OSad2NAR KIFIR 0SS
mother, helped her husband in every way, in addition of taking care of her nine children. The
Madigan family was an industrious and happy househBéd¢ause they were able to live off the
land, thissaved thenfrom the stringent rationing that was imposed on food items both in Ireland
and England during and following the years of World War I1.

Dan says that his parents were clearly in charge of the family and his mother was the vocal leadel
His fatherPatrickwas the quieter partnerAlthough both his parents were gentle, kind and loving,
they were not wishywashy. The children always knew where their parents stood with them.
Conduct standards were well defined and accountability demanded. Daily workload eapect
be accomplished; laziness unaccepted; and aspirations always encouraged.
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DAN BEGINS HIS EDUCATION

Dan began his primary education in Shanagoldierrder to get to schoohe had to walktwo
milesto schooland home agairach day Dan did not get along with his kindergarten teacher.
She was a strong woman and he was a shy boy who had a habit of letting his head hang down
His next teacher, with thhelp of the class, made a ball of paper, put straight pins in it and placed
Al dzyRSNJ 51 yQa OKAY Ay Fy FGadSyYyLi G2 1SSLI
esteem and nothing to cure him of his shyness to this day.
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could give Dan a little help to prepare fibre exam. After dismissing the class omeening, the
teacher examined Dan on some material which Dan did not know. The teacher belted Dan with
KA&d TFTAAG dzyGAf KAA y2asS o0S3ry G2 o6fSSRod ¢K
believes the teacher felt bad about what he did andhDelt more inadequate than ever.

While elementary school was not that enjoyable for Dia@,sayshome life was terrific. Lots of
happy evens come to mind the yearly visit of the threshing machine to his hqrtiee stone
breaker coming to the neighborhdpsaving the hayautting the turf, checking the rabbit snares
on cold frosty nightsplaying cardsgoing to wakes, funerals and the greyhound racing at Adare.

BOARDING SCHOOL AT SAINT MUNCHIN

Having completed his elementary education in Shanagoldiéage, Dan began his secondary
SRdzOlF GA2Yy G {lAydG adzyOKAyQa /2tfS3S Ay [A
his home, he became a boarding student and returned to his family for Christmas and summer|
vacation.
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Saint Munchin College was staffed by diocesan priests. Most of the priests were kind and
reasonable but a few were tough, cold and unhappy. In retrospect, Dan says that kigringe

at this college, some of the priests were frustrated, student morale not that great, food poor,
discipline harshand the heating system inadequate.

Saint Munchin College was a minor seminary in the sense that one had to board there to qualify
for possible entrance to Maynoothvhich was the major seminary for all the dioceses of Ireland.
Dan showed up at Saint Munchin with little enthusiasm as he very much missed his family, the
small villageof Shanagoldeand all the beautiful people who livatere.

Photo by ARC Arial Photography, Ireland
Saint Munchin College, Limerick, Ireland

THE CALL TO PRIESTHOOD
Dan says that quite early in his life it was communicated to him by teachers, neighbors, relativeg
and his own family that he should becoragriest. The more the idea caught on with the family,
the more it seemed to become an automatic expectatiopon graduating from Saint Munchin
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have to attend Maynooth Seminary. To satisfy the fanhig/agreed to take the entrance exam.

At the same time, he nt®e surethat by the level of skill he displayed in that exam he would not
qualify foracceptance However, his plan backfired. Ddones notthink anyoneeverlooked at
those examination papers because he was accepted as a candidate for Maynooth. He had t(
quickly dig his heels in and refukthe privilege of going to Maynooth.

Photo from the Maynooth Website

Maynooth Seminary
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office. He informed Dan thathie Limerick Diocese had one seat in the Irish College in Rome and
AG 61 a KAa F2N) GKS GF1Ay3Iod 51y LR FEatherrSO NSy
was offended because he himself had attended the Irish College in Rome.
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2 Kilkenny, the seminary his brother John had attentksd years before
him. During his first weeks at Saint Kieran Semirtgaigramentdishop
Joseph T McGucken came to visit. The bishop addressed the-semin
arians and told them the Diocese of Sacramento in Northern California
was growing rapidly and in urgent need for people to spread the Gospel.
He spoke of the plight of the seasorfatmworkersfrom Mexico who
were not treated fairly. This particularlpachedDan since it reminded
him of the workers of Ireland who left their villages and wenEtggland
to find jobs in order to surviveDan thoughtBishopMcGucken spoke
forcefully and convirmingly.

Bishop McGucken




Photo from St Kierdd & ebsite

Saint Kieran Seminary, Kilkenny

Weeks later, Dan ended up in the office of the college presidentadmonished hinstrongly

for choosingo serve in the Diocese of SacramerfbeLINE a A RSy & &l ARX aL ¥
Sy2dzaK F2NJ 282dz2NJ 6NRPUKSNE A0 A& 3I22R Sy2dzaK
want to go to WashingtonDC

Years later, this same president visitedthg ! YR ¢ & K2 a OFStherJéhg. H& |y
gl a AYLINBaAaaSR gAGK W2KyQa ¢l NY 6St02YS | yR
Danouttotellhimg 2dz gAff yYySOSNI 6S KIButfimeiwsuld prve yhate 2 d
the president ofSaint Munchin College wagrywrong in his assessment of Dan Madigan!
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These weraineventful years but in retrospeche regards those dayssajuite significant in his
life since they provided a philosophical and theological basis for all the subsequent activities heg
would find himseldoingas a priest.

Dan says that the major seminary was militaristic in character. €henarians were always
addressed asmister. Students were never free to ask any questions in class. If a student did
have a question, he could write a note to the professor whicimiag answer at his next lecture.
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The method of getting a note to the piessor was to use a small piece of paper, fold it, write the
LINEFSada2NRa ylyYS 2y GKS 2dziaARS yR (G23aa A
RAR (GKS alryYyS GKAy3 IyR S@Syidadzatte 2ySQa y2i
of that particular row of the lecture hall. This person was authorized to open the note, read it,
FYR AT RSSYSR g2NIKe 2F (KnBrodtd® FS&aaz2NRa | i
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Photo courtesy of Fr Dan Madigan
Dan and two Close Friendbjike Ryan and JinCorcoran

Photo courtesy of Fr Madigan
Dan Madigan and his ClassmatasSaint Kieran Seminary

Ly GKS Oflaa LK2G2 | 02 @S >R: Ralpyf Keys (LeffeksanaCity); iD&s&ond N
McGiven (Hexham & Newcastle, Engladd)ry Joyce (Ossory, Ireland); Peter Russell (Jefferson City); Sean
Garrett (San Antonio); Dan Madigan (Sacramento).

Bottom row: Hugh Rafferty (Providence); Albert Fitzgerald (Brentwood, England) Jim Murray (Providence)
Eugene Nee (San Antonio); Brendiawless (Jefferson City); Tom Sheridan (Cheyenne).
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ORDINATION

Dan Madigan was ordained a priest on Sunday, June 7,ittS%dint Mary Cathedral in Kilkenny
by BishopPeterBirch of the Diocese of Ossory (Kilkenhyis class of twelve was one of the
avyrfftsSadg GKS O2fttS3aAS SPSNI 2NRIFAYSRd® ¢Sy @
ordainedfrom Saint KierarBeminaryin a class othirty-two.

Photo courtesy of Fr Dan Madigan
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Photo courtesy of Fr Dan Madigan
Father Dan and his Mother Aileen on his Ordination Day
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SERVES A YEAR IN LIMERICK

After his ordination, Father Dan attended to all necessary examinagimisninary to receiving

a visa for the USA. However, the doctors at the American Embassy in Dublin had some rathe
discorcerting news for him. Due tthe fact that Daronce had tuberculosis for a year while in the
seminaryjt was necessary that he show a clean bill of health for at lémsttyears before being
eligible for consideratioto become aesidert in the US\.

The Diocese of Sacramento decidbdt Father Dan should apply to the Canadian Consulate for
admissionto Canada Bishop Bell sought the help of Archbishiglartin Michael Johnsorof
Vancouver but this approach did not waskicethe Canadian Embassy also turned Father Dan
down. Bishop Bell then gave Father Dan permission to seek a tem@asignmentn Ireland.

Bishop Henry Murphy of thBiocese of.imerick was glad to have Father Dan senthardiocese

since Dan had been one of his students at Saint Munchin CoRetfger Darwas assigned to a
parish in theremote area called Glenroe nestled among thills that served as the border for
Counties Limerick, Cork and TipperadyK S LJ- 8 02 NJ 6l & CF GKSNJ 2 Aff
gentleman, and a great story telle@ne dayFathes Willie and Danhad their midday dinner
together and talkedat the tabk for five hours. The cook catlthem from the dining room table

to the kitchen table because it was time for the evening meal.

Photo from St MunchifParishwebsite
Saint Munchin Parish, Limerick City
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After some months in Glenroe, Bishop Murphy invited Father Dan to accept a transfer to Saint
Munchin Parish in Limerick City. Father Daeame the fourth priest on staff anglas given the
most depressed areaf the parishto oversee and minister toManyof the pe@le had barely
FOGaGrAySR Fy SAIKG 3INIRS fS@St 2F SRdzOlF G A2y
outstanding and fulfilling in every way. These people were passionately human and community
came naturally to them as they mastered the kna€ksurvivingogetheras a community.

FINALLY, FATHER DAN COMES TO CALIFORNIA

After serving in the Diocese of Limerick for a year and a baliwas given clearancky the
American Consulate in Dublin to enter the U.S.A. However, a plot was brewirigaanidlad no
idea of is existence

[ Fy2y . NBSy atSdnt MuQchin Ratigh G12WRBR / | y2y wWAOSZI 5 yO
few other priest friends requested Bishop Murphy to allow Father Dan to stay in the Limerick
RA20SaS® 5FyQa FlLYAte 6l a GKNREfSR gA0GK GK
SacramentohadlJr AR F2NJ 51y Qa GdzAGA2y Ay GKS aSYAy
last year, his family had taken care of everything. Then tbkeyDanhe should write to Bishop

Bell in Sacramento and tell him that the Limerick diocese invited him to stayd that he had
decided to do so.

However, Father Dan felt he could not doathHe had made a very
serious commitment to Sacramento and commitments of this magnitude
were cast in stone. He had met Bishop Bell in Ireland and felt he was a
gentleman though and through so there was no way he was about to
jumpshiponhim. SOl dzaS 2F CIFGKSNJ 5FyQa a
as a priest in Sacramento, the clerical plot in Limerick failed to change his
mind. Dan had made a commitment to Sacramento and he gasg to

keep that commitment. Case dismissed!

Bishop Alden J Bell.

Ly WIydz NBE mdpccE CFGKSNI 5Ly fFyRSR 4 {I ON
Fathers Tom Dermody and Sean Finlay were there to dreet They then set offor the Dd

Prado Remurant on Stockton Boulevard and FruigielRoadin the biggest automobile Dan had
ever set foot in.

AWAITS HIS FIRST APPOINTMENT

While awaiting hidirst parishappointment, Father Dan spent a few weeks as guest of Father Vito
Mistretta atHoly Family Church in Citrus Heigéusl thenafew moreweeks withFather Andrew
Coffey atSaint James Parish in Dawui#til he receivedhis first assignment. Dan says Fathers
Mistretta and Coffey could not have been kinder to ldaring his short stay wh them.
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FIRST ASSIGNMENT, DEL PASO HEIGHTS

After afewY 2 y (i K Qan Agril-19, G9B6-ather Dan was given his first assignmasaissistant
pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes parish in Del Paso Heights with Father John Terwilliger, pastor|
Father Dan say$ather John was a wonderful person with a keen sense of humor and
immediately they became close friends, a friendship thatddst lifetime.

Father Terwilliger was always upbeat, humorous and kind. He encourd
Dan in everything he did in the paristhelparish church was small and
poor but thepriests were blessed andever short an anything. Father
John had a German spherd called Trudy. He saw that Father Dan lik
dogs sohe went and purchased a Germahepherd for Dartoo. Dan
namedhisdog Dino and the new dog was huge. Every night Fathers
and Dan would watch TV for a few hours before retiring and for Da
was like being ahome with the two great Germarhepherds sprawled
out on the carpet.

Fr John Terwilliger
At that time, the diocese was insured by McGee & Theland. Bishop Bell, on one of his
confirmation visits, stood at the dining room table and looked out the patio window at the two
R 2 3 Joli% B said to Father Terwilliges, i K2 a4 S I NB OSNE FAYBSYSFKY
Without missing a beat, Father Johnrepliéd, A 8 K2LJ . St f X GKSANI yI YS

Photo by John E Boll
Our Lady of Lourdes Church and Hall, Del Paso Heights

The late 1960s are not an easy time foAmerica in general and tHeel Paso Heightsommunity

in particular.Many in the parish were poor andcial tensionsand anger soared in the area.
Seeing the physical hunger and suffering of the people of the area, Father Dan began to organiz
parishiones to help prepardéood boxes to help feed hungry and needy families of the area. This
was the beginning of greand lifechangingministries to come.
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THE PARISH YOUTH GROUP

The parish had an excellent youth group run by two women in the parish. Onemigltwasa dance in
the parish halfor the youth Father Terwilliger wasway onvacation and Father Dan retired for the night
at 10:30. Soon the phone rang and an active member of the parish and a good friend of Father Dan saig
G/ £ S NJ (K $ hds ltakeh place andrbadirbithte is wvitl & ¢ @

Father Dan took the warning seriously and gave those in charge of the dance no option but to disband
Sensing the urgency, everyone quickly went home. About twenty minutes dat&ather Dan was locking

up the halltwo carloads of trouble arrived. These young men were armed with clubs and chains and asked
where the dance was. He told them it was over and everyone had gone home. After casing the place fo
awhile, they finallyéft.. SOl dza S 2 F ClI (i K SiNdssble ffa@edy Wadzvedted tHat@righk. 2 v

FATHER TERWILLIGER APPOINTED TO VALLEJO
In 1971, Father Terwilliger was named pastor of Saint Basil parish in Vallejo. Father Dan was g
his own for a few months awaitinthe arrival of the new pastor. When the appointment was
announced, the new pastor was Father Bill Broderick who was a retummiitgry chaplainof
the Vietnam War. Father Bill was awarded the Silver Star for his work in Viekaher Dan says
that Faher Broderick was a delightful persavhosehospitality knew no limits.

After serving as assistant pastor at our Lady of Lourdes Parish for six years, it was time for Fath¢
Dan to begin his secorakssignmentvhich came on February 15, 1972.

SACREBEART PARISH, SACRAMENTO

B Photo by John E Boll

Sacred Heart Church, Sacramento

Father Dan began his next assignment as assistant pastor of Sacred Heart Pari$haod 39
Streets in Sacramento. The church is located on the edge of the Fabulous Botiesith its
grand homes and beautifully landscaped yards.
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As Father Dan began settle into the life of the parish, he@evelopedfriendships with the people
and hislove for the parish and the @rishionersbegan to grow In later years when he put
together theSacramentd-ood Bank, it was Sacred Heart parishioners who first stepped forward
to help that ministry financially ands avolunteer manual laboforce.

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY

While at Sacred Heartafsh, Father Dan applied for the MSW progratmSacramento State
University It was not easy to get into this program but his wavith the needy inDel Paso
Heights seemed tbe a help for him beingcceted into the program.

One of his first professors was David Shapiro who had interesting ideas regarding community
organizing. He shared with Father Dan his thoughts about the possibility of pulling together the
VIEGA2Yy Qad GKANR f | NAaseRold wdrkers. 2Vl Shapidans & doyeh ofterfs, 8 )
Father Dan participated in the initial grass roots formation of the California Homemakers
Association. Father Dan did some research and began to write some grant proposals ang
obtained a $45,000 grantdm the Campaign for Human Developmeitthis grantwas the
catalyst to gethe organizing process started.

During the summer of 1975, Father Dan did a block field placement at Camellia City Center with
Sister Sheila Walsh, SS as his supervisor. His assigmmas to develop an outreach program
with volunteersof the 19 hotels and 9 apartment buildings that fell within its designated target
area. He soon found out that little research had ever been done on the aged poor. Very little was
known about these pegale who inhabited the downtown hotelsvhere they come from, what

they have done in the pasbr what their real needs and wantgere.

Photo from the Sac State University Website
Sacramento State Universit@ampus

l'd G0KS SyYyR 2F (KS &adzYYSNE CFGKSNI 51y o683ty
of services and facilities for older people, their programs were not as available to the downtown
aging poor as the public was led to believe. The hotels tlebras were nothing more than filthy
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buildings with gloomy rahole little rooms. Here in these aggregates of loneliness, the majority
of the residents wilted away in collective alienatidrhey had seen social workers come and go.
They had listened to ainds of promises from politicians but none brought them any real help
or understanding.

A STRANGE INCIDENT

Il AGNYy3IS AYOARSYyl 200dz2NNBR a2YSgKSNS
Sacramento State University. He tells about thisi@gdi Ay GKS&aS 62 NRa
2FFAOS G {FONYXYSyid2 {GFQ0S ' yAGSNAAGE YR |
L KIR y2ySd ¢KSe& |ai{SR YS ¢gKIFdG G4KSyYy 4l a L H
it was they themselvewho admitted me. They asked me about my AA degree and | told them |
did not possess that one either. | explained to them that our seminary in Ireland was not
associated with a university per se, but nevertheless | had some education under my belt. Thank
God, common sense took over at this point as they decided to await a copy of my transcripts
from Ireland. When they arrive® @S NE 2y S g1 a KI LR ¢A0GK (GKSYZ
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Father Dan received his Master Degne&ocial Work from Sacramento State University in 1976
and his Doctorate in Philosophy Degree from Union Institute and University of Cincinnati.

THIRD APPOINTMENT COMING UP
LY MdpTtpX CFGKSNI 5y glFa&a | YSYOSNI 2F @KS |
Immaculate Conception Parish became vacant. He absented himself from one of its meetings an
submitted his application for this parish. In his letterthe Personnel Board oBecember 9,

1975KS &F AR Ay LI NIY d&c¢2 &aSmiEufite CanceptibnavioBeNath@ict |
YAEGdZNE A& o6l &aArAoOlffe 2F YAY2NRGE& 3INRdzLIA KL 3

Photo by John E Boll

Immaculate Conception Church, Sacramento
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After a short whileFather Dan was ggminted pastor of Immaculate Parish, effective on January
17, 1976 Since he had a few weeks before his new appointment began, he flew home to Ireland
to spend Christmas with his family, something he had not done for twelve years. It was a
wonderful time br him. His mother wastill alive and he was able to concelebrated Midnight
Mass in the church where Head beenbaptized, received all his sacraments and celebrated his
first Mass. Father Dan says of th@hristmas Eve Mag&s a ¢ K & yA3IKG G al 2
parish told the peopleQ CI G KSNJ 5+ y GNJ} @St SR AAE (K@dzEl ¢§R
seated on an ornate marble bench which had no cushion and the cold was so bad | thought
would never see Californegain. But, of course, | did see Sacramento again. And that Christmas
night and the following weeks | spent with my family are still very memorable and beautiful to
YSo¢

SOME BACKGROUND MWACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH

Immaculate Conception Parish wastablished in 190@nd on a
midsummer Sunday in 1910, Mass was celebrated on a
bandstand in Oak Park to launch the start of this parie
founding pastor was Father William Ellis who served the parish
from 1909 to 1923. He was succeeded by his broHaginer John
Ellis who was pastor from 1923 to 1933.

A small wooden church was built right away and in 1916 the
present church was erected. It was unofficially considered the
Irish National Church. Its territory sprawled out to and included
Mather Air ForceBase and south to its mission church in Elk
Grove.

FathersJohn& Will Ellis

Over the years, a number of other parishes were erected from territory once claimed by

Immaculate Conception Parish. &4 a2YSGAYSa OFtftSR a{l ONI YIS

because it gave birtko a number of other parishes like Sacred Heart, Saint Rose, All Hallows,
Holy Spirit, Saint Robert and Saint Peter parishes.

By the time Father Dan became pastorrafiaculate CoceptionParish in 1976, the majority of
prosperous businesses and gracious honmeshe parish were gone. In the 1960s, two
intercepting freeways had invaded the territory forming a cloverleaf that took out several
hundred homes and created an area now wgied by the pooof many races.

FEEDING THHRUNGRY

CNRBY RI& 2yS 2F CIFGKSNIS5FyQa | NNAndfoot was i K
distributed five days a week and a sit down lunch was served on Surkédlisr Dan tells what
happened next
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dln 1983, $370,00dollars of federal money came to town to be used to feed the poor. By this
time we at I.C. had a proven record of accomplishment in this field. | made my application, went
to the allocation meeting, and got nothing. The allocateese American Red Cross, Council of
Jewish Federation, Catholic Social Services, Salvation Army and United Way.

G!' 4G GKAAa YSSOAy3a AG o6l a4 OSNE 200A2dza G2 YS
among these local social service providers. Hyaly, in order to quiet down my outcry, they
offered me $3,000, which | told them politely to keep it.

G! FASNI GKIFG YSSGAYy3aE L RSOARSR yS@OSNI G2 NX
compromising my principles even to the slightest degrées, indeed, | left that meeting vowing
never to kowtow to any type of institutional pressure. Instead, | turned to the people of
Sacramento and the years that have now gone by speak volumes about the wisdom of that|
Y2O0S ¢

MINISTRY TO THE POOR

If there is one thing Father Dan Madigan will be
remembered for, it will be his ministry to the
poor and needy of the greater Sacramento area.

The Oak Park Food Locker was established in
January 1976 at Immaculate Conception Church.
This locker provided food fothe hungry and
needy in the Oak Park area for many years. The
ministry to the poor eventually moved to the
Arata warehouse on 3%4Street and 3' Avenue.
With the change of location came a change of
name. This ministry is now knownaacramento
Food Bak and FamilyServices (SFB.

Beginning in March 1983, Oak Park served-a sit
down Sunday meal in the parish school audi
torium. This operation turned out to be a
glorious undertaking.

In 1986, 21,514 adults and 6,992 children sat at
tables and were seed a hot meal on Sunday
afternoons. No small wonder that the Sacra
mento Bee refered to mmaculateConceptionParishasd ¢ KS 3Idzl NRAF Yy | ya&

“Know what you are doing. Love what you are doing.
Believe in what you are doing.
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In November 1985, Immaculate Conception Community Services openeddajreenveek food
locker (take home food) and a Sunday lunch-dsiivn meal) in theold firehousein Rio Linda
whichthe Immaculate Conceptio@ommunity Services refurbishadd it becane the center for
ministry to the poor in the Del Paso Heights area of Sacramento

HISTORY OF THE
SACRAMENTO FOOD BANK
& FAMILY SERVICES

ESTABLISHED JANUARY 1976

FR. DAN MADIGAN

Lami
SERvICEs

Thewritten History of the Sacramento Food Bank and Family Services
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FATHER DAN RETIRES FROM THE SACRAMENTO FOOD BANK
Thirtyyearsafter foundingthe Food Bank, Father Dan stepped ddwom his leadershipole on
December 31, 20060 he could turroverthe leadership anaperationto the next generation.

STATUS OEFBSONDECEMBERL, 2006, F ¢ | 9w 5! b Q{ w9¢Lw9aoh

Date Established Programs

Establisked 1976 Food Lockers

Established 1983 Sunday Lunch

Established 1988 Clothing Closet

Established 1989 Community Learning Center
Established 1990 Havens Transitional Housing
Established 1992 Mother-Baby Program
Established 1993 Senior Bridge Builders
Established 1998 Child Services Program
Established 1999 Network Café

Established 2000 Intel Computer Club House
Established 2000 22YSyQa 2AaR2Y

Status on December 31, 2006

Founded Janwary 1976

Headquarters FormerArata Grocery Store in Oak Park
Branches Del Paso Heights and North Sacramento
Staff 35

Volunteers 700

Donors 5000

People Served 1000 a day (Sunday through Friday)
Income $2 milliona year

53% from individual daors
26% Sacramento Businesses
14% Special Events

7% Government

1 For every dollar received, SFBFS produces $10 worth of products and services

Over the past 30 years, SFBE&ived$30 million fom its supporters

1 With its ability at multiplying thealue of adollar, SFBFS has over the years delivered $300 million in goods
and services for the poor of Sacramento

T {C.C{ Iftaz2 &aLlRyaz2Na i «fich celeaakd is2ZDathbesBy oi Rhénkshidng 3 NB
Day in 204. Each year the event raises more than $500,000.

=

Father Dan served as pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish from January 17, 1976 to
September 7, 1989. It is amazing what he #rehundreds of volunteers were able to do for the
poor and needy afhe greaterSacrament@readuring those 13 yearsnd the ministry continues
to this dayhelpingthousands opeopleeach year
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FINALAPPOINTMENTBAINT JOSEPH PARISHARKSBURG

Father Danbegan his final appointment as pastor of Saint Joseph Parish in Clarksburg on
September 8, 198He servedn that role for 25 yearauntil he retired on July 1, 2013 the age

of 76.

Before being appointed pastor of Saint Joseph Parish in Clarksbthrgr Ban knew little about

the history ofthe parish,its beautiful church andhe community. In the miell850s, Portuguese
immigrants came in great numbers from the Azore Islands located a thousand miles west of
Portugal in the Atlantic Ocean. Many obgeimmigrants settled along the Sacramento River on
the Freeportand Clarksburg sides of the riveach family had a small farm and made their living
from dairyfarming fishing and the growing of a wide variety of fruits and vegetablése fertile
farmland along the Sacramento River

Being twelve milesouth ofSacramento and Saint Rose Church ®a7d K Streets and later the
Cathedral on 12 and K Streetgjetting toMass on Sundays was anddly affair. The Portuguese
community began to orgaré and petitioned Bishop Patrick Manogue to allow them to build a
church in the areavhere they could attend Masg$n 1893, a wooden church was bwl the
leveeon the Yolo sidef the river. The first pastor was Portuguese Fatfabriel Fortado Soares.
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Photo fromthe book,The Ramblings of Father Dan Madigan

The First Saint Joseph Churich1893
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In 1923, the construction of a new church began not far from where the old church stotite
river levee.Bishop Patrick Keareame for the dedication dhe new Saint Joseph Church on May
11, 1924 That new church is the same churstandingtoday on the Yolo County side of the
Sacramento Rivewith its doorsopen to people of all nations of the worl@his churchhas been

in usefrom 1924 to the present day, no longer jiist Portuguese Catholics but ndar Catholics
and all people of good wiliom the nations of the world.

Photo by John E Boll

Saint Joseph Church Today

CFriKSNJ 5FyQa o6FNY FyR ¢gStO02YAy3 LNRAK LISN]
Sacramento arewho make Saint Joseph Parish thieitentional spiritual community and home.
The Mass attendance fills the church Sunday after Suridstead of Mass &ing celebrated in
Portuguese, it imow celebrated in English and Spanish.

The parish has built class rooms and meeting spadeere parishioners can gather to plan for
the future. A few years ago the Saint Joseph community gave much thoagbiv bestto assist
needy families with clothing and a wide variety of household articles. Parishiknenghey had
daily access to these itenfigr themselvesut that the poor did not.

In 2005, under the inspiration and leadership of Father Daaniattempt toservethe needy of
the larger communitythe parish communitydesigned and formed a very workable system of
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transporting their collected goods to the people who need them. Presently at the chihexie
is a large dropff trailer for receiving donateda@ms. There are storage areas, sorting areas and
five distribution road traileraind acadre of organized people that carry out all necessary work.
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Photo courtesy of Fr Madigan
Saint Joseph Parish Volunteers

This parish ministry has made deliveries to different sites such as migrant camps @oiioty,
parking lots in Del Paso Heights,-sfifeet distribution sitsin aDelta town and public schools in
West Sacramentolheyhave testedthe system and found tht it works very well. So much so
that some other agencies are now using this approach.

In 2012, Father Dan started a second ministry, the Mobile Food Locker. It distributes food on g
weekly basis to paple at Saint Anne Parish in Meadowview, Saint PaukP in Florin, Saint
Anthony Parish in Walnut Grove and Bishop Gallegos Maternity Home in Sacramento.

C I K S NekpBrienéeird Clarksburg convinced him that there should be a mobile distribution

AY SFEOK LI NR&AKXI a0 SOl dza SityAPgopla Sebdadlace i Kl thgilS S
aGdzFF FyR G2 OftSlIy 2dzi GKSANI K2dzaSo LGQaA &7
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Photo by John E Boll
Saint Joseph Parish Mobile Food Locker

Father Dan says that his priestly ministry has convincedihin & G ¢ KSy &2dz G 1 9
D2R Aada NRARIKOG 6AGK &2dzpe 1S &LISI1a 6AGK LINA
he arrived as pastor in 1989, the parish was not&eifizLILI2 NI Ay 3 FAY Ll YOA I £ f &
thing for me in my minisy here is that this parish came back to life. Over 50 years of ministry,
GKS [2NR KlFa 06SSy @SNE 3I22R (2 YS IyR FT2NJ I
FATHER DAN CELEBRATES HIS GOLDEN JUBILEE AND RETIRES

On June 7, 2014, Father Dan celebrated his Golden Jubilelioftion. He celebrated that
milestone in his life with the parish communlty a grand liturgy ané greatdinner.
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Thw\hgwfovmahlng my '75thbud\dayamdzstmw
in my life-truly o Glorius evenﬂ
Y With Deep Gratitude- —

Father Dan Madigan

50 Years a Priest
1964-2014
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CONCLUDING REMARKS

Father Dan Madigais an amazing person who has used his talents well to organize ways to reach
out to the many who are in great need of food, clothing and shelter in the greater Sacramento
area. There is probably no other single person who has dooee for the poor in Sa@mento

than Father DaMadigan

He has an amazing ability to gather and organize people to share their taledts bring aid
and comfort to he many in our society today who aregreatneed. In his 25 years as pastor of
Clarksburg, he has transforméuke parish to be an instrumertdf good for so manypeople

The teaching of the documents of the Second Vatican Council has reaffirmed the teaching of the
Church that all are called to a life of holiness and all are commissioned by the Lord Himself tg
spread the Good News of the Kingdom of God. By our baptism, we share fully in the life of Chrisl
who is Priest, Prophet and Shepherd. Father Dan has provided a practical way for the many
volunteers and supporters of the Sacramento Food Bank and FamilyeSetwiexercise their
baptismal mission as priests, prophets and sheph&dshurting world.

Father Dan has a basic set of princigdgswhich he has lived his life and he learreily in his
ministry not to deviate from those principles. Wherever has served as a priest, taking care of
the poor has been a central part of his life and ministry. He has taken to heart the words of Jesus
g K2 &l AdRever yo# doltolthe least of my peoplié K| & & 2dz R2 dzyid2 YS
Dan has become a champiand defender of the poor, the Lorslgreatly pleased with him.

With sincere gratitude, weéhank you, Father Darfior your more than ahalf century of ministry

to the people ofGod inSacramento andor being a beacon of light and hope thousandsof

peoplethrough your ministry to all who arpoor andin need.You have excelled in every way
and we hold you in highest esteem!

0 Wl done! You are an indusiridiediable
servant. Since you were dependable in a {
maitter | will put you in chardgrgdr affairs.

Come and shalrée yo

Matthew 2512
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PHOTOS OF FATHER DANHCNOURNE®F LIFE

Photos courtesy of Father Dan Madigan

Dan and his youngest sister Eileen on his first of many donkeys

TheMadigan Family
Back row, ER,brothers Pat, Mick, Moss and Father John
Front row, IR, Mai,5 | Y Q& Adednzsi S/NM®BEner, FatherDan, Patrick5 | yi@her, Kayz 51 y Q&
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