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Father JamBrendan Wsh

Native ofGlen Cloghane, Castieegory ParishCounty Kerry Ireland
Priest of the Diocese of Sacramento
Pastor Emeritus oHoly Family Parish, Portol&alifornia




James Brendan Walsh was born on January 12, 194& youngest of six children born to
Thomas P Walsh and Ellen Dowd. The children of the famoigder of birth arePatrick, Martin,
Thomas, Bridie May, John and Jamasaeswas born in thefamily home on the farm at Glen
Cloghaneon the Dingle Peninsuia County Kerryireland

PhotosGourtesy of Fr James Walsh
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BEGINS HIS EDUCATION
James began his education at the age of four at the National School in Glen Cloghane
After attending this primary school foreight years he began his five yeasecondary
educationin 1954at{ I Ay i . NBY RI Yy Q &vhich ddst ddce&Eecondaty t I N
boarding school.

As he graduated froni F A Y i . NB Yy R 196DMonsigiof Comdis P Higgins,
Chancellor of the Diocese of Sacramem@sin Ireland visiting his family argtopping

at the variousseminariesn Ireland.He madea visitii 2 { F Ay G . NBKéry y Q3
andFather John Moynihan, th&esident ofthe College suggested thahe contact Ames
Walshbecausehe was interested in beominga priestto servein the missions

Because so many Kerrymen went to Sacramentedveas prieststhe Sacramento
diocesewas oftencalled thedlittle Kerry of the West Monsignor Higginmet with James
andencourage him to come to Sacramentio serveas a priestlameseventuallymade
the decision to study for Sacramento

As far back that he can remembdgmeslways wanted to be a priest so afiaympleting
hisKA 3K aOKz22f @SINaB 4 {FTAyld . NBYyRFIyQa |/
College, Dublin where he spehie nextsix years of studio prepare himselfor ministry

as a priesin SacramentoHe loved his time at All Hallow®ollegea I € ATifoSeavere
wonderfulyearg (G KS It 2NEB 2F Yeé fAFSoé
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Photo courtesy of Fr James Walsh

All Hallows College, Dublin

STUDIES AT ALL HALLOMSSIONAREOLLEGBUBLIN

When Bishop Joseph McGucken egireland, hestopped atAll HallowsCollegeandthat
was the first time &mes met the bishopof Sacramento.He decided tocommit to
Sacramento and not to Australia where his brother Patnak serving. Father Patrick was
ordained a priest in 1955 in the f | ISémiingryg @h@pednd James would be
ordained a priest in the same chapel ten years later.

ORDAINED A PRIEST FOR THE DIOCESE OF SACRAMENTO

Upon completion of hisheological stutesat All Hallows Seminaryamesvas ordained
a priestby Bishop Donal Herlihy, Bishop of Fefosthe Diocese of Sacramento dane
20, 1965with 29 other deacons in the clasE) years aftethe ordination ofhis brother
Patrick Threeof the thirty newlyordainedprieststhat day were for service the Diocese
of SacramentoFathers dmesB Walsh, Kieran McMahon and Micha@McKeon.




Photas courtesy of Fr James Walsh

Ordination Day, June 20, 1965, All Hallows College Chapel, Dublin

Rose Window in All HallowSeminaryChapel, Dublin
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Photo courtesy of Fr Walsh
Father James Blesses his Parents on his Ordination Day




m

-

B
I
&

(s3139y,
bl
So.
2

. Bubl
iests

ﬁoung 151“

o)
(=9
—
=
9
534
ot
4
=
ang

-

EUNTES DOCETE OMNES GENTES

f

All Hallows Seminary Ordination Class of 1965




LEAVES IRELARDRTHE DIOCESE S&CRAMENTO
After his ordination, Father Walsh spent neattiyee months with his family. In egriSeptember, hélew
to New YorlCityand thenon to San FranciscBrom San Francis¢hecaught a flighto the Metropolitan
Airport in South Sacramentd-rom the ordimtion class of 1965, thereere
eight priestsordainedin Irelandfor Sacramentahat year MonsignorCornelius
hQ/ 2yy2Nl YS{ walshand SidbhEel MKedh&t dhe Sacramento
Airport and took them tAll Hallows Paristvhere they stayed the night

The rext morning,all the newly arrived priests met at theA & K2 LJQ &
orientation to the diocese BishopAlden J Bell, Bishop of Sacrameni@s
attending the last session of the Second Vatican CoimRibmeso Monsignor
Higginswelcomed theeight new priests talkedwith them about the diocese,
gave them a tour of the diocesan offices)sweredany questions,and then
handedeach priest his first assignment apriests of the diocese. Monsignor Higgins

NJ

FIRST APPOINTMENSDUTH LAKAHROE

CFrOKSNJ WFEYSaQ 7FA N@iThdrekdlBarishy/iniS6&h/Lake Bahde buf fr thg first month
he wasassignedemporarilyto Saint James Parish in Dawiacilitate a lateral transfer witfrather Jerry
Petrie who was assigned td&South Lake Tahoeut was beingreassignedo the DavisNewman Center.
Father Walsheft Davison October 2o take up his assignment in South Lake Tahoe.

Photo from the Diocesan Archives

Saint Theresa Church, South Lake Tahoe in 1965
7




He remembers that itwas a Saturdaymorning when he left
Sacramentdoy Greyhound bus fobouth Lake Tahoarriving there
at 1 PM. FatherJohnGrace pastor of Saint Theresa Parighcked
him up at the bus stationand brought him to the parish. Héold
James he was to hearconfessionsat 4 PMand celebrate the Vigil
Mass.Being at 6,000 feet elevatiofiatherJameshegan tofeel the
effects ofthe highaltitude with a shortness of breath

Father John Grace

When he arrivedn the churchfor confessionsat 4 PM there was a linef peoplewaiting for
confessions to begirHalfway throughthe confessionsfFather Jamebad totake a breakand
went outside to get somdreshair. After the VigilMass, he was ready falinnerand Mrs Lucille
Ryan, the housekeeper, served a delicious rtteatl evening the first of many

MINISTRY IN SOUTH LAKE TAHOE

Father dmeswasparochial vicar irfouth Lakd& ahoe forfive years.At first, hefoundit isolaing
at LakeTahoebecause he wafar away from higpriestfriends. Hemade the tripto Sacramento
as often as he coultb visit them. Butfirst he had to purchase a cdrecauserather Graceold
him the parish could not affordo buy a car for him. Hepurchasedhis first car a Volkswagen
which he used thevhole time he wasssigned to Southake Tahoe.

Photo by John E Boll

The Beauty ofhe Lake Tahod\rea
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As he settled into parish life, Father James was put in charge of the parish religious educatior
program and the parish youth group. He visited the parish school regularly and served as chaplai
to the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart who staffed the schblel loved the snow in the winter

and the glorious summer days in South Lake Tahoe.

Father James says Father Grace was a wonderful priest to be with in his first assignment. He w4
always kind and affirming, a man who lived his priesthood to the fulhatekeen insight and
great pastoral experience. He handled a snow plough like a professional in the winter and did al
the parish maintenance work himself, saving the parish a great deal of expense.

ASSIGNED TO SAINT VINCENT PARISH, VALLEJO

T

Photo by John E Boll

Saint Vincent Parish, Vallejo
Father James was next appointed parochial vicar to Saint Vincent Parish and he was quite hap
G2 32 G2 +=lftftS22d CFOIKSNItFGNARO]l hQwS3aly 4
andtheyhadmuch y O2YY2y ® CIF GKSNJ al dzZNAOS hQ. NASY
GKS NRAIKG KIYR YIFyYy F2NJ CHGKSNI hQwS3alys gl

On the parish site was the dairls Saint Vincent Ferrer High School under the leadershipeof t
Dominican Sisters of San Rafael. The parochial vicars of the parish visited the classrooms regula
to speak with the students about theological and moral topics pertaining to their age group. It
was from this positive experience that Father Walsh digyed a desire for teaching at this level.

He found it to be a challenging and meaningful ministry which he enjoyed.
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TEACHING AT SAINT FRANCIS HIGH SCHOOL

On September 1, 197Father Walslwasappointedto teach atSaint Francis High Schauath
hisresidence at Saint Robert ParigHe remained in this position for only six monthscausene
found himself longingo return to parish ministryHe stepped down from hiteach positionat
Saint Francis High Schawol March 13, 197andwas succeeded byather GeraldRyle

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH, FAIRFIELD

Photo by John E Boll

Holy Spirit Church, Fairfield

On March B, 1973 FatherWalshwas assigned to Holy Spirit Parish in Fairislparochial vicar

to Father amesVaughrnwho waspastor. He succeeded Father Liam macCarthy who was assigned
to RosevilleFather Patick Leewas theother parochial vicar in the parish.

Father Jamesays hehas many happy memories of his years in Fairfield with three pastors. Succeeding
Father Vaughan in Faefd was Father William Broderick whad previouslybeen a Catholic Chaplain in

Viet Nam.Father Pat Lannigan took over the parish and successfully guided the parish thraumgh a f
driveto build anew parish hall.

Hebecamefriends with the Sisters of the Holwith who ran the parish school and were totally

involved in the parish. These sisters were outstanding religious sisters and educators. Most o}
them were from Glassneven Convent in Dublin Ireland.
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MAT PROGRAM

During this timein the early 1970sFather Walshparticipatedin the joint DiocesarUSFsponsored MAT
programfor priests and religious sisters of the diocese. Stuelents werechallenged and exposed to the
cross currents of thought and new ideaghie yeas after the Second Vatican Counkil1973 the priests
and sisters who participateid the progranreceivedtheir MasterQin the Art of Teaching religiofMAT)

SAINT ROBERT PARISH, SACRAMENTO
Returning to Sacramentm September 1978atheWalshwas assigned as parochial vioa6aint Robert
Parish foithe nexttwo years with Monsignor Hugh McTagwo waspastor.

As parochial vicar, Father James celebrated the Eucharist with the community, visited the parish school
and helped with many parish ministries.
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Photo by John E Boll
Saint Robert Church, Sacramento

A TERRIFYING EXPERIENCE

2 KAfS CIHGKSNI2FfaK gla ftAGAY3 AYy NBaAARSyYyOS
High School, he remembers the weekend of the annual Parish Festival. That Sunday evening,
group of priests gathered at the rectory for dinner. Outside téetory was a thief lying in wait

for the right moment. When Father Patrick Lee left the rectory to return to his parish in Fairfield,
the thief made his move. He grabbed Father Lee and with a gun pointed to his head, entered the
rectory and demanded alhe money in the safe.
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Father John Cuffe, the parochial vicar of the parish, nervously opened
the safe. The festival money had already been banked except for some
bags of coins. The gunman grabbed the money bags without realizing
that the bag containingennies had a hole in the bottom and as the thief
carried out the bags of coins, pennies began to drop out through the
hole in the bag as he walked toward his house not far from the rectory.

As the thief left the rectory, he released Father Lee and one of the
priests immediately called the police who rushed to the rectory.
Upon arrivalthe policenoticed a trail of pennies and followed to

0 KA ST QuherekiifeyimdeSted him.

This was &raumatic event for all involved, and one of the priests in the rectory that Sunday night not long
FFGSNI gl & I FFEAOGSR gAlGK . StftQa LItae OldzaAay3
to this sudden paralysis.

FIRST PASTORASANT JOSPEH PARISH, REDDING
In the fall of 1980, newly installed Bishop Francis Quinn appointed Father Walsh to his first pastorate at
{FAYyld W2aSLK tIINREAK AY wWSRRAYy3I:Z &dzOOSSRAYy3A azy
for 41 years. WhenManA 3y 2NJ hQ/ 2y y2NJ NBGANBRE KS RSOARSR
diocesan policy that a retiring pastor may not live in the rectory from which he refifeer. one year, he

decided to leave the parish and take a new assignment.

Photo by John E Boll

Saint Joseph Church, Redding
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ADMINISTRATOR OF IONE
As Father Walsh left Redding, Bishop Quinn asked him to fill in at Sacred Heart Parish in lone §
administrator of the parish while Father Chris Neary was dealingoaitber. Father Walsh began his time

in lone on October 2, 1981 and remained there until July 27, 1982 when Father Neary returned to the
parish.

SABBATICAL IN ISRAEL

Having served in ministry faver fifteen years, FathedJamesWVNalshrequested to takehisfirst
sabbatical The sabbatical was sponsored by CTU in Chicagthangtoup consisted of about
twenty priests and religious sistefiom around theEnglish speaking worlds the/traveled from
the United States to Israel, the first stop was Athens, Greece where they spent a week visiting
the sites where Saint Paul preached the Gog&thrist

The group then moved on to Israel where they took up residence in the small tolsin &farem,
living in a wing of the Franciscan Monastery. The monastery chapel marks the birthplace of Johi
the Baptist who was born in Ein Karem and grew into adulthood. It was there that the Visitation
of Mary with Elizabeth took place.

The brilliant Sdpture Sholar Father Carroll Stuhlreller, CP washe director of
the program and one of thiecturers Father Jamegreatly admiredand respected
the scholarship and humility of this renowned Passionist priest scholar wh
knowledge andielivery of theWord of God was impressive and inspiring in the v
land where so much of the content of the Bible had unfolded

FatherCarroll Stuhimueller, CP

Photo by John Boll
Franciscan Monastery in Ein Karem where Fatki¢alshlived during his Sabbatical
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Photos courtesy of Fr James Walsh

A Boat Ride on the Lake of Galilee

A Visit to the Western Wall in Jerusalem
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PASTOR OF SAIANTHONY PARISH, WALNUT GROVE

Returning from his sabbatical in the Holy Land, Bishop Francis Quinn appointed Father Wals
pastor of Saint Anthony Parish in Walnut Grove on October 31, 1983. This was an ideal parish fq
him since Walnut Grove was a smalla@righ along the Sacramento River. It gave him time to
refocus his pastoral commitment to the Catholic community in the Sacramento Delta.

Photo by John E Boll

Saint Anthony ChurchWalnut Grove

After serving as pastor of Saint AnthoRarish for four yeardrather Walshwas given a new
appointment asCatholicchaplainof the new Sacramento State Prison in FolsomAugust 1987

SACRAMENTO STATE PRJFONSOM

FatherWalshwas appointed chaplain of the neacramento State Prison Folsom.
Father DenisKeany wagCatholicchaplainat the Old Folsom Prison and Father Walsh
becamethe founding Catholichaplainin the new prisonnext door. His duties were to
set up the chapeldentify Catholisin the prison populationandorganizeMasses fothe
prisoness. He also had to creatgher programsfor the growth and enrichmenof the
prison population

Father Walsh says he very much enjoyed his ministry at Folsom State Retsarsé it
was a challenge working with inmates and it provided for a while some relief from the
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more organized ministries of a parish. He served as prison chaplain in Folsom for three
years, from August 3, 1987 to February 28, 1990.

Photo from Califorra State Prison, FolsoWebsite
The New California State Prison in Folsom, CA

PASTOR OF PARADISE

On March 1, 199@ishopFrancis Quinappointed Father Walsh pastor of
Saint Thomas More Parish in Paradise. He succeeded Father Simon|
Twomey who had done an excellent job in building up the parish
community and built a new parish church. When Father James arrived,
most of the building debt &d beenrepaid and in short order, he
completed paying off the remaining balance of the debt.

BishopFrancis Quinn

Saint Thomas More Parish had a thriving parish school with 150 students at the time and Fathe
Walsh worked closely with Colleen Waughfk 2 g1 & LINAY OA LI f @ CI 0KSN
parish was very positive during his four years as pastor of Saint Thomas Parish.
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Photo by John E Boll
Saint Thomas More Church, Paradise

PASTOR OF SAINT MARRISH, VACAVILLE

Photo by Cathy Joyce

Saint Mary Church, Vacaville
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In August of 1994, Fagh Walshwas named pastor of Saint Mary Parish icMalleand he was
very happy to be back in Solano County. Father Eugenio {Rgstrepo was the parochial vicar
who was responsible for the Hispanic religious educapimgramfor young Hispanics and the
Spanish liturgies. Father Brent Nall transéerfrom the parib after one yarto becomechaplain
at Mercy-Methodist Hospital in South Sacramento.

In 1996 when the new prison in Susanville opengce Father Walsh had experience in setting
up aprogram for the New Folsom State Prison some years ednkeras corsidereda good fit
for the chaplaincy position at High Desert State Prisém.says ha@ever expected to be back
behind bars so soon dke Catholic chaplainSo afteronly a little more thanone year atSaint
Mary Parishhe left the pariston January 11996to begin work the next dagt High Desert State
Prison as théoundingCatholic Chaplaiat this new prison.

HIGH DESERT PRISON, SUSANVILLE

-

» inmatet . ©

Y, L

Photo from High Desert Prison Website
California High Desert State Prison, Susanville

This prison was a maximum security LevePiMonwith a spravling campus The prison was
divided into five units with some of those units sdivided to keep the gangs apart. The lock
down units were demanding because of the religious and social nedtle aihabitants.These
subdivided units housekkvellVinmates High Desert Prisowas two miles in circumference and
had its own hospital
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FATHER FAMES WALSE &/

HIGH DESERT STATE PRISON

January 1996 to June 1999

THE STAFF AND ADMINISTRATION WISH YOU
ALL THE BEST IN YOUR NEW ASSIGNMENT

YOU WILL BE MISSED

Father Walsh Honored by High Desert State Prison

OUR LADY OF GRACE, WEST SACRAMENTO
Father Walshvas nextappointed pastor oDur Lady of Grace Parish in West Sacramentdune 15, 1999

returned to Irelandvhere he lived the rest of his lif& heparishschool vas a coufe miles from the parish
churchand Sister MichaeMoulin, DHS, was the principaf the thriving schoolwith a student body of
200.C I G K S Néxpérievicd & West Sacramento was a very positivefongim.
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Photo by John E Boll
Our Lady of Grace Church, West Sacramento
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HOLY FAMILY PARISH, PORTOLA

For his final assignmentather Walstwanted to return to the mountains
one more time and on September 30, 200Bishop William Weigand
appointed himas pastor of Holy Family Parish in Portola witls mission
church of Holy Rosary in Loyalton about a half kbar Rasfoi@&tola.

The parishioners of Our Lady of Grace Parish in West Sacramento hglped
Father Jamet make the moveHesaysda ¢ KS& ¢ S Nyantashici p  dzii S
in accomplishing the task, not that they were in a hurry to see me off arma

away. In fact, they were mourning. In a very short time, a whole busload of them arrived in
Loyalton for Mass one Sunday morning and the parishioners of Loyalton weddtwem warmly,
giving them lunch and refreshments for their return trip back to West Sacramento.

The Portola parislwvas wonderfuland Father Jameghoroughly enjoyed beingpackin the high
Sierras.The winters were cold and sometimes the roadsre dangeous but the people were
wonderful. In the summeémme, he celebrated aroutdoor Mass on Saturday afternosrat the
Grey Eagleamp ground

Photo by John E Boll

Holy Family Church, Portola
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