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James Brendan Walsh was born on January 12, 1941, the youngest of six children born to 

Thomas P Walsh and Ellen Dowd. The children of the family in order of birth are Patrick, Martin, 

Thomas, Bridie May, John and James. James was born in the family home on the farm at Glen 

Cloghane, on the Dingle Peninsula in County Kerry, Ireland. 
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¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ 9ƭƭŜƴ ²ŀƭǎƘΣ CŀǘƘŜǊ WŀƳŜǎΩ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ 
 

BEGINS HIS EDUCATION 

James began his education at the age of four at the National School in Glen Cloghane. 

After attending this primary school for eight years, he began his five year secondary 

education in 1954 at {ŀƛƴǘ .ǊŜƴŘŀƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ YƛƭƭŀǊƴŜȅ, which was a diocesan secondary 

boarding school. 
 

As he graduated from {ŀƛƴǘ .ǊŜƴŘŀƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ in 1959, Monsignor Cornelius P Higgins, 

Chancellor of the Diocese of Sacramento, was in Ireland visiting his family and stopping 

at the various seminaries in Ireland. He made a visit ǘƻ {ŀƛƴǘ .ǊŜƴŘŀƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ in Kerry 

and Father John Moynihan, the President of the College, suggested that he contact James 

Walsh because he was interested in becoming a priest to serve in the missions.  

 

Because so many Kerrymen went to Sacramento to serve as priests, the Sacramento 

diocese was often called the άLittle Kerry of the West.έ Monsignor Higgins met with James 

and encouraged him to come to Sacramento to serve as a priest. James eventually made 

the decision to study for Sacramento. 
 

As far back that he can remember, James always wanted to be a priest so after completing 

his ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǘ {ŀƛƴǘ .ǊŜƴŘŀƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ !ƭƭ Iŀƭƭƻǿǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ 

College, Dublin where he spent the next six years of study to prepare himself for ministry 

as a priest in Sacramento. He loved his time at All Hallows College ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άThose were 

wonderful yearsΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΦέ  
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All Hallows College, Dublin 
 

 

STUDIES AT ALL HALLOWS MISSIONARY COLLEGE, DUBLIN 

When Bishop Joseph McGucken visited Ireland, he stopped at All Hallows College and that 

was the first time James met the bishop of Sacramento. He decided to commit to 

Sacramento and not to Australia where his brother Patrick was serving. Father Patrick was 

ordained a priest in 1955 in the !ƭƭ IŀƭƭƻǿǎΩ Seminary Chapel and James would be 

ordained a priest in the same chapel ten years later. 

 
ORDAINED A PRIEST FOR THE DIOCESE OF SACRAMENTO 

Upon completion of his theological studies at All Hallows Seminary, James was ordained 

a priest by Bishop Donal Herlihy, Bishop of Ferns, for the Diocese of Sacramento on June 

20, 1965 with 29 other deacons in the class, 10 years after the ordination of his brother 

Patrick. Three of the thirty newly ordained priests that day were for service in the Diocese 

of Sacramento: Fathers James B Walsh, Kieran McMahon and Michael C McKeon. 
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Ordination Day, June 20, 1965, All Hallows College Chapel, Dublin 
 

 
Rose Window in All Hallows Seminary Chapel, Dublin 


