SACRAMENTO DIOCESAN ARCHIVES

Vol 3 Father John E Boll No 35

Father RnieAnthony.ooney

Native ofKillarney, County Kerry, Ireland
Priest of the Diocese of Sacramento
Pastor Emeritus of Holy Spirit Parish, Sacramento




Daniel Anthony Looney, Son ofack Looney and
I £ A OS wasbaroh July I, 1947 the town
of Killarney County KerryHe is the second of five
children bornto the Looney family. Theooney
children in order of birth,are Thomas Brendan,
Daniel Anthony, James ta, Sean Anthony and
Mary Jane Bernadett&ach child was born about
three years apart and the Looney children were
quite independent with each doing the things
that interested him or her. The olddarothersin
the family helped in the rearing otheir only
sister, Mary Jane.

GROWING UP IN KILLARNEY

Dan grew up on the outskirts of Killarnajong
the Cork Road. Killarney in those dayass\uiet
and there were not many childreliving on the
Cork Rad close td I yagedHesays the children
of the areawere fortunate that there wasan
empty fieldat the crossoad whichno one knew
who ownedit, so it became the playground for
the children of the area.

Dan with his fatherJack& Tom his motherAlice

DAN BEGINS HIS EDUCATION '
Dan began his education at the Presentatiofs
Convent School in Killarney. the areathere were [
both Presentation and Mercy Sisters but becaus
51 yQa Xedihad aldelative who was a
Presentation Sister, the Looney family wdgs
committed to the Present@on Sisters. Dan
attended the Presentation Schoiwbm agefour to
eight.He then transferred to the local Presentatio
Monastery School for Boys.

TRANSFERO THE COUNTRY SCHOOL

In the sixth grade5 | yntother transferredall the
children of the familyto a nearby country school &
which had a very good reputatioiihe new school §
was a wonderful experiender Danand from that
school he received a scholarship tattend high
schooll G { I Ay (iColep¢B Yy Rl y Q&

The Looney Family
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SAINT BRENDABOLLEGE

As Dan began his high school yeding, collegewasthe onlyboarding schoofor boys in the
county. ! f 1 K2 dzZ3 K LJ2 LJdzihe Bdrgit whs/mdtdperatéddasa minor seminary.
However, # those planningto go on to Maynooth Seminary for theiddese of Krry had to
attend a minimum of two years awfit Brendarf2 @ollege Dan attendthe collegefor the full
term of five year.

DANDECIDES TO ENTHHRE SEMINARY

Dan does not know when the idea of priesthood bef@anhim but he always felt called to the
priesthood Hehad never discussed the priesthood with anyoAe the end of his high school
years he had to takthe Leaving Certificate finekam and the results came out in Augusedid
well in the exam and deded to turn hisfocus on becoming a priest.

CONSULTS WITH FATHER MOYNIHAN

Danspokewith the priestpresident of Saint Brenda@ollege Father John Moynihan, about

the possibility of going to the seminarye&@uses I yoldér brother homaswas already in

the seminaryat Maynooth studyingfor the diocese ofKerry, he thought he would do
something differentWhen he talked withH~ather John MoynihgrDan hacho fixed place in

his mind where he wanted to serve as a pridstvas Father Moyniha who suggested the
Sacramento diocese toim becausesomeformer graduates of &nt BrendanCollegewere
servingas priestsif I ON} YSyGd2® IS (G2fR 5Fy3X &, 2dz gAf

Danhad only two questions fdFather Moynihanwhere was Sacramento located andioes
it rain a lot there?Given the fact thaKillarney has an average rainfafl85 inches a year
Dan was thinking of a place that had a drier climé&tes. questios were on point.

Within a week of that interview, Dan receivadcall from his s
mother telling him that the Cardinal of Sacramento w
looking for him. His mother was not familiar with the wor
GOKI yOSt f 2 NEhe teren ¢ & K SR Migadiiion |
Canelius PHiggins Chancellor of theDiocese of Sacrament
called b speak with Dan and to tell him keashappyto sign
Dan up for the Diocese of Sacramento. He offdred three
possible places for his theological education, Maynoot
Ireland, the Irish College in Rome, or All Hallows in D
Dan made the choice tstudy in Romeince hilder brother |
Tom was alreadgt Maynooth, so going to a different place
to study made sense toim.

Msgr Cornelius Higgins




THERISH COLLE®EROME

Dan began his studies in Rome in 1965 which was the year Eghsession of the
Seond Vatican Council. The Irishrdinalandbishops andhe Irishperiti attending

the VaticanCouncil allived at thelrish Collegeluring the Counciessionsothe
seminarians had the opportunity teear firsthand from thebishops what was being
discussedat the Council.The seminarians were able to attend some of the open
sessios at the Council

Photo from the Irish College Website

The Irish Colleg, Rome

Danhad the opportunity to attend thditurgical ceremonyof the mutuallifting of

the Exoommunicationof 1054 This eventwas calledhe CatholieOrthodox Joint
Declaration of 196%vhich was read on December 7, 1965 simultaneously at a
publicgathering in Rome analt a special ceremony in Byzantiuinwithdrew the
exchange of excommunications between the Holy See of Rome and the Ecumenic:
Patriarchate of Constantinople, commonly known as the Great Schism of 1054. Th
Church of the West was peesented by Pope Paul VI and the Church of the East
was represented by Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras |I.




Photo from the Web
Pope Paul VI and Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras | Meet in 1965

STUDIES AT THE LATERAN UNIVERSITY
e WW Danbecame a student a&he Lateran University in Rome for
mwme ¢ the nextsix years. This University weatedjust around
the corner from the Irish College sowls veryconvenient
» for him.

For Dan the main education he received in Rome was a
broadening of understanding and perspective of theolofjy
the Universal Burcharound the worldas seen irthe great
diversityof thought and practiceepresented irthe Eternal
City.

- Photo courtesy of Fr DagliLooney
Dan as a Seminarian in Ronme1965
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ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD

Danel Anthony Looneywas ordaineda prieston July 4, 1971in Saint Mary of the Angels
Cathedrain his homeown of Killarney by Bishop EamoiCaseybishop of the Diocese of Kerry
Many years later, Fathddanand his brother Father Tomadea visitto Bishop Casewho was

in a nursing home in County Clare. The bishop did not recognize Dan or his brothéithoogh

his mind was beginning to fadBjshop Casey sang a sdogFathers Dan and Tomuring their

visitt 2y S 27T fawreisolls dalled Th&KeIyaDancespon leavingFather Dartold
Bishop Casey that he stopped by to say hello becha$ad ordainedana priest. Bishop Casey
looked at Dan sincerely ands&®k >~ &2 | & A G Father=I2y2 RNBIIKIANVSKE o . A
YINDSt 2dza GKAYy3Id ¢KFIy] @2dz OSNEB YdzOK ®¢

Photo courtesy of Fr Dan Looney

Saint Mary of the Angels Cathedral, Killarney, Ireland
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FATHER DANEADS FORACRAMENTO

After hisordinationto the priesthood FatherDan spent a few months with his family because
the visasfor Americawere delayed. He anBather¢ K S 2  h Qifaddedioletheryby plane
from Ireland toSan Francisco and wereet by Father Richard Higginat the SanFrancisco
Airport. Father Richardlirove them to Saint Rose Parish Roseville where he was stationed.
FathersDan and Theo spent their first week in Califoratighe Rosevillgarish

VISIT TO THE CHANCERY OFFICE

The newly ordained priests of 1971 wdrgroduced to the Chancery staff byther Patrick Nolan as
Father Darand the other newly arrived priestgaitedto hear where their first appointments would be.
FatherDanwas assignetb All Hallows Parish in Saonentowith Father Patrick Corkell as pastor.

FatherDan did notkknow how todrive a carwhen hearrived in Sacramentd-ather Brendan Lawlavho
was the other assistarat All Hallows ParishecameC | i K S Nderidr afidtaught hinhow to drive a
car withan automatic transmissiorEarly in his ministry in Sacramenf@theNJ 5 |y QJackdied i K S NJ
Irelandon January 6, 1974. He was able to attend the funigrdtelandand be with his family at this
difficult time.

It was about this time that th#MAT (Masterof Arts in Teaching programwas establisheéor the Diocese
of Sacramentoby Father Patrick McGrath and the University of San Francisco Father Dan found this
program very helpfuhind essential for those born outside thiSAto adjustto the religious culture of the
diocese.(Father Danhad to find out whatCCDmeant)

Photo by John E Boll

All Hallows Church, Sacramento
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Cr¢l 9w 5! b Qf CLw{¢ 9 -t9wL9b/ 9 Lb !'b !a9wL/'!
FatherDanministeredin All HallowsParishalmost two years and sayisis abouthimselfa L ¢ I a
somewhat of a rebel because | opposedifeNJ / 2 NJ St f Qa4 O2 ywasfonddd il A & S
the vision of the SecondaticanCouncil and wasow in a parish withea mindset ofthe church of
the 1950sDuring this period,iere was a divisiom the diocesdetween the younger clergy and
the older, more established clergy.

NEXTAPPOINTMENTASNT VINCENPARISHVALLEJO

The second appoint for FathBran wasas assistanio Saint Vincent Parish in Vallejhere hesucceeed
Fathera I dzNJ& O S Fdr &xeritlify SSdid Vincent Panighs founded andtaffed by Dominican priests
until the DominicanOrder turned the parishover to the Bishop of Sacramentn 1965 becausethe
Dominicans did not have enough clergyctmtinue staffingall the parishes where they wem@ssigned

Photo by John E Boll
Saint Vincent Churchyallejo
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When Father Dan arriveth Vallejq the pastor of Saint Vincent Parisiwas Father Patrick
h Qw S FHisyparishwas very busy with 4laily Masses6:30AM in the church, 7 AMin the

convent, 8 AMn the church and 5:15 PN the church. During Lent, there was addednoon

Mass atl2:15. There was also a mission churdewa miles down the streehamedSaint Louis
Bertrand! i (G KS Sy R 2 Fatherh ¢ @ Sviift 6 NBaddonghiS vadaion andhile

there decided to réire in Ireland and never returned to Vallejo.

The next pastor waather Patrickh Q b $ithfatnew assistantFatherVincent Brady Both
priests arrivecht the same timeAs it turned out, theséwo priestsand Father Dadeveloped a
good teamand thenext four yearsvere very productivefor Father DarsinceFatherBradywas
a supportivebrother priestto him. Father Dan served at Saint Vincent Parish for five years.

NEXTASSIGNMENTBAINT ANTHONPARISHSACRAMENTO

In 1978, Btherd YSa MmESEHPSNI 2F (KS t NRchRdFatter Da® bk 2 v V|

if hehad any thoughts where he might like to serve in his next assignifatiterDantold Father

h Q5 I&Iwould like to go to @nt Anthony Paristin the PocketArea This parish wasew and
not ready for a second priesE I 4§ KSNJ h Q5 S| it vasfgdodhatihel via§ pidadbive y
As itturned out, FatheDan was appointed togst Anthony Parishmuch to his surprise

Photo by John E Boll

Saint Anthony Church, Sacramento
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FatherDan met withFatherBrendanh Q{ dzftd talkZeboft the
parish.lt was a very positive meetirgthoughFatherDan was a bit
intimated bythe reputation ofC | (i K S NJ hwitb{valztkriowngsl
agood teacher andine preacher.

After this meetingFathersDan and Brendawent out for lunch and
they happened tomeet a parishioner whocame up to Father
h Q{ dzfafd’s#d to/himédC I G K S NJ  h e hatzilyf yau@aveg
last Sunday was marvelods. C | DiaK Sskiidhe woman what
Fatherh Q{ dzth&d’satin she homilyand shereplied,d have no
idea, but it was wonderfud.

aadN) . NBYRIyYy h

When FatherDanarrived at Saint Anthony Parish as assistant, builditens were already in
place toconstruct anew church, rectory, and religious educaticenter. The plans for the new
parish complexvere well thoughtout.

At his first appearanci the parish before his assignmemé¢cameofficial, Father Dan attended
the ground breaking ceremorfgr the new church BishopAlden Bellblessed the building site
and Father Datook photos of the event andontinued taking photos abe buildings began to
take shape. Father Dan served at Saint Anthony Parish for five happy and fruitful years.

FATHER DAN RETURNS TO SCHOOL

It was duringhistime at Saint Anthony Parish th&ather Danrealizedhe needed tadeepen his
knowledge of Scriptuiee He wrote to thePriestsPersonnel Boardequestingpermissionto take

an advancedcourse inBiblical StudiesHe received a letter backom Father Searh Q[ S| NE
Secretary of théersonnel Boardaying it was a pleasure to recommemich for Biblical Studies
rather than sendindpim for studies inCanon Law.

In 1983, BishoprancisQuinnsent FatherDanto Rome to do a
course inBiblical Studiesit the Pontifical Biblical Institute. He
spent three and a half yearsn Romein intense study of the
Scriptures. It wasa very positive experiencéor him and he
graduated with d.icentiate Degreein Sacred Scriptureith the
added honor ofnagra cum lauck.

As part of the requirements, Father Ddamad to become
proficient in Biblical Greek, Aramaic and Hebrewths basic
languags neededo study theScriptures He also had to have a
working knowledge ot atin, Italian and FrenchThis three year
courseof studies entailed a lot of hard woror him but he
learned a great deal about the Sacred Scriptures of the Church.

E

Bishop Francis A Quinn
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RETURN TO SACRAMENRTOBRA NEW APPOINTMENT

Upon his return to Sacramento, Fath@an received a letter from Bishop Quinn appointing him
to the Office of dergy Education under the leadership @thiker Parick McGrath. The area he
was put in charge of was tiRENEWrogramwhich was a practicddiblical studyof the Sunday
Scripture redingsfor parishonersin the parishe®f the diocese.

Sister Susn McCarthy RSMpecame his partime assistant in the RENEW progrdfather Dan
worked in the RENEW offi¢er three and a halfears withhisresidenceat Sint Anne Parish in
the Meadowviewarea of South Sacrament®When he completed his time with thRENEW
program Bishop Quinrappointedhim pastor of &int Anne Parish.

PASTOR OF SAIANNE PARISH

Serving apastor of SaintAnneParish was a wonderful mutgthnic experiencdor Father Dan
The parishwas located iran impoverished part of th&lty of Sacramentdut was a delightful
parishcommunitywith an excellentparish schoolFather Dan says thahé unifer of the parish
was the annualChristmas Carolgrogramwhich broughttogether the various cultures of the
parishin a Christmas progranfor the whole parish community.The Tongans were excellent
singers and all thenusicgroupsof the parishblended together in a beautiful way.

Photo by John E Boll
Saint Anne Church, SoutBacramento
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APPOINTED PASTOR OF SAINT JAMES PARISH, DAVIS

FatherDanhad served as pastor of Saint Anne Parish for three and a halfwkan
Monsignor Coffey retired as pastor of Saint James Parish in. Batter Dan decided to
apply for the Davis parish in 199d wasappointedthe newpastor. Monsignor Coffey

had served as pastor of Davis for 32 yeard 1 K CIF G KSNJ 51 yQa It| LI

became dime of transition for the parish.

Photo by Johie Boll
Saint James Church, Davis

Saint James was a lively and active parish Bather Dargavethe best years of his lifeo

this parish communityDuring his thirteen years as pasttre church wasenovated and
the new Saint James Memorial Centevas built This newfacility has becomeéhe center
of life and activitiedor the parishasgroups meet foprayer,study, work recreationand
mission.

After his retirementMonsignor Coffey moved to a house in Dadusas time passedis

health begarto fail and Father Dan graciously invited himmnwove back tdhe rectoryto
live which he didand lived thereuntil his death in August of 2010.
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Photo by John E Boll
Saint James Memorial Center

ST JOSERMARISH, VACAVILLE
After thirteen years as pastor of Davis, Father Dan knew it was time for a r8airg. Joseph

Parish in Vacaville was established in 1992. Originally, the area of this new parish was part g

Saint Mary Parish which was established in 1@ 4 K S NJ + A y O S y founding paStdr £
of thisparish andFatherDan succeeda@heNJ h Q as$hk $etoad pastor.

Notre Dame School, Vacaville
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Notre Dame Parish Schdwd beenbuilt on this sitein east Vacavilleefore Saint Joseph Parish
existed and it was here that the diocese established the new parish. The school besdmaesed
schoolbetween thetwo Vacaville parishes. When Father Dan arrivethasnew pastorof the
parish Notre Dame School washdergoirg a difficult time.Hisfocusthat first year wagyetting
the schoobackto a solidfinancial bas.

Photo by John E Boll

Saint Joseph Church, Vacaville

Father Boyet Vibandomvas the first parochial vicaiin the parishand helped to improve the
computer program at the school. He became friends of the students and their paaedtthe
schoolcontinued to thriveandgrowt & A G G dzN)y SR 2dzis ClF GKSNJ 51
Parish in Vacaville was relatively short.

Cl! ¢l 9w 5! ARPOINTMENT [

FatherLooneyhad beenpastor of &int JosephParish in Vacavillenly three years when Holy
SpiritParishin Sacrament®ecame vacandue tol KS NBGANBYSyd 2F az2ya
FatherDanreceived a call frora priest friendwho suggested that he apply for Holy Spirit Parish.

Father Dammade a visitto seeHoly Spirit parish and was impresskygthe newly renovated
church.Since he was ithe middleof his six yeaterm as pastotin Vacaville, he decided task
Bishop Soto how he wddi feel ifhe applied for Holy Spirit ParisBishop Soto told Father Dan
he would be open to thapossibility

14
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FatherDan applied for Holy Spirit Parish in Sacramento Bistiop Sot@appointedhim as the
new pastor. Father Darenjoyedthe parishioners oHoly Spirit parislvery much both the older
establishedones and the younger familiesnoving into the parish. He was fortunate that
Monsignorh @nnor had takengreat care ofthe parishfacilities and there was no need for
further renovations

Photo byJohn E Boll

Holy Spirit Church, Sacramento

After a few yearsn the parishfFatherDan realized that the parisheeded somemeetingspace
on the parish grounda/hichwas landlockedHe purchasea duplexclose to the churchvhich
became the LINA 3eside&ic@ He was hoping toenovae and expand the old rectorinto a
parishmeetingcenterand to movethe ReligiousEducation Officeo this new facility.

However, &the end of 2016Father Dardecided he would retire at the end of the calendar year
of 2017and not take on the task of renovating the old rectardemade the decisioto live each
dayof his last year as pastsavoringall the final event®f his active ministerial lifede did just
that andenjoyedeach event duringhe yearas his wayf preparingfor retirement

RETIREMENT

FatherDan retiredon December 31, 201&nd took up residence attte NA S&3Ga Q wS A NJ
in Citrus Heights. Heow enjoysKk A & GAYS € A @Ay 3, sperdingiirfeSvitnthiNA S &
brother priests and calling hiselativelysmall apartmentis newhome. He enjoys occasionally
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helping in parishes of the diocese when needed and celebrating Mass Mdley Convent in
Auburnonce a weekHe also travels quite a bit, especidllyireland andtaly.

Photo by John E Boll
CFrGKSNI5FyQa !'LINIYSyd Fd GKS t NRSaf

Father Dan does not regret leaving behind the administrative wbtke parish but misses the
pastoralg 2 NJ] KS RAR gA0OK (GKS LIS2LXS 2F GKS LI
goodness each day in retirement.

FATHEB ! b Q{ . WATEERITWOMAS

Father5 I y Q& 2 f RhSrhabisals@a’piest sErvitig the homeDiocese of Kerrip Ireland
Father Tomis currently pastor oh small parish on the outskirts of KillarnegmedPrince of
Peace Parish in Fosdacatedclose toone of the Lakes of Killarney

Father Tom has been a priest for 50 years and will be stepping down into retirementis@me
in the near future.
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Photo courtesy of Fr Dan Looney

Princeof Peace Church, Fosdéllarney,County Kerry
Where Father Thomas Looneg the Pastor

Photo courtesy of Fr Dan Looney

FINAL THOUGHTS

Father Dan has been a great asset to the Diocese of Sacramento oyeasthiealf century as a
priest Asis the experiencesof every priest some parish assignments have been better than
others. But over this half century, wherever Father Dan has mneidiehe has helpedgople
grow in their faithin Godand commitment to the Lord.
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The Lakes of Killarnegre one of themost beautiful spots on earth bahe area is often very wet due

to the many rainstorms that pass through the ar#dhen Father Dan asked Father Moynilaa®aint
Brendan Collegehat kind of weather Sacramento had, that was no idle question. He has found lots
of sunshine inthe great Sacramento Vallewlike the manyool andwet yearshe spent irKillarney.

Fathe Dan has had great opportunities to continue his studies, especially when Bishop Quinn sent
him to Rome foradvancedBiblical Studies. He usedose skills tohelp establish a thriving RENEW
programin the dioceseavhich continue to this day in many paresh

We thank you, Father Dan, for your friendship and life of ministry with us in the Diocese of
Sacramento. We wish you many happy years of good he&aittounded bymany friends as you
continue your journey toward the Kingdom of God in its fullnEssrember,the best is yet to come!
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Photo courtesy of Fr Dan Looney

Windowsin the Baptistery of the KillarneyCathedral
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Photo courtesy of Fr Dan Looney

Baptisteryof the KillarneyCathedral where Fr Dan was baptized in 1947
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Photo courtesy of Fr Dan Looney
Daniel and hisolder brother Thomas

1948
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FatherDan Looney Discovsthe Hidden Treasures of Romi 1983

Photos courtesy of Fr Dan Looney
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Photo courtesy of Fr Damaney

Father Dan meets Pope John Pauhll1984
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Photes courtesy of Fr Dan Looney

The Five Adult Looney Children
L-R, Sean, James, Mary, Tom and Dan
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The LooneyFamily Visis Father Daras they Touf dzii § SN & aAiAff Ay
L-R, DanSheila& James Seanand Mong Tom and Mary
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The Church of the West and the Church of the East

Mutually Lift the Excommunication of 1054
December 7, 1965
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Photo by Fr Dan Looney
Romanesque Doorwagf the Sixth Century Chapel at Inisfallen Island, Killarney, Ireland
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Interior of the Killarney Cathedral

Photos courtesy of Fr Dan Looney

One of the Lakes of Killarney
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