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John Joseph Healgon ofPhilip Healy and Catherine Collimsthefifth child of a family of seven
children. The childreire, in order of birth, Sheila, Phil, Dora, Jim, John, Thomas and Kathleen.
Kathleen died a month after her birth.
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John was two and a half years of age. PQiip R S I (wife CatBeTin@vitiKthe dask of raising
their six children on her own.

Philip had beera seminarian afAll Hallows Seminarin Dublinfor three years. He attended

University College Dublin and graduated watBA degree. John does not know why his father
left the seminary.

On November 5, 1920, Philip was arrested by the British Force#fdmaousBlack and Tans
and his brotherTom wasshot by the Black and Tans aathird man in the group was sheind




killed that day. Philip was captured ars#@nt to Dartmoor Prison foa year and a halHe was
released from prison when a truce wsignedby Britain and Ireland.

Onc the war was over, Philip amther local farmers started a creameiy the Ardfert areaand
Phil was the secretey of the organization. It was a time when people tried to-establish
themselves in life and in a profession. Money was tightrelandso it wasdifficult time for
families to survive

JOHN SPEAKS ABOUT HIS MOTHER

Gae Y2UKSNJ fAQPSR | dBedzivasla ca¥tle thee htind®d¥ of Years didl: Hed
house was right beside the ocean. When they had high tides, the ocean would come indodhe y
and they would have to let the cows out to bring them to higher ground.

oMy mother was a very gentle womashe never raised her hand to us or even her voice when
we surely deserved it! She was a father and mother to us after my dad died. Whatever | learned
about social justice, | learned from her.

OEvery day, traveler families called Tinkers because thekedowith tin, would come and she
would seat them at table and give them dinner and then enough food to go. This went on for
many years. She treated them with respect and dignity when others regarded them as dirty and
dishonest.

Thiswas atime whencasht & @SNE f AYAGSR® L GKAYy]l &akKS ¥
AT KS 41a tftADBSPQ ad o0 Nadivids pehsio@for Ris paif thaildsh (4
fight for freedom, he gave thahoneyto the needye
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L-R, Healy Children Jim, Phil, Sheila and John
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JOHN BEGINS HIS EDUCATION

When John was five years of age, he began schabkardfert National Schoand remained
there for seven yearsHe thertransferred to theCauseway Saint Patri@lecondanschool seven
miles from Ardfert. John ofterode his bike to schooAfter three years at Causeway School, he
began classes &Mungret Collegavhich wasa Jesuit school for boys. l&ended this school for
two years.

ALLHALLOWS, DUBLIN
In 1959, John transferred to All Hallows College Seminar
Dublin. Whileat All Hallowshe attenced UniversityCollege
Dublin which was about six miles from All Hallows.
attended UCD for three years and earned his BA degreeg
Philosopy and Logic with a minor in English. After receivi
his degree, he began his theological training at the Se
House at All Hallows Seminary tbe nextfour years.

John Receives his BA Degree at UCH

ORDAINED A PRIEST FORDIBEESE OF SACRAMENTO

On June 19, 1966, Johtealywas ordained a priest
for the Diocese of Sacramento by Bish@atrick
Dunne,DD, Bishop of Nara and Auxiliary Bishop of
the Archdiocese of Dubliit was a day with a wild
rainstorm. There werethirty ordained to the
priesthoodthat day for many diocesaround the
world.

FATHER JOHN HEADS FOR SACRAMENTO
After his ordinatiorto the priesthood Father John
spent a couple monthsvith his family and on
Saturday September 3, 196@e said goodbye to
his family and his native Ireland as he boarded a
plane atShannon Airporfor New York After his
arrival inNew York, he then boarded a flight for
San Francisco and them to Sacramento. He was
met at the Sacramento Executive Airpolly
azyaAiay2N WSNNE his & i & O2
daysat Sacred Heart Parish in Sacramento.

Father John Blesses his Mother s Ordination Day
4




FIRST ASSIGNMENT, SAINT JOHN PARISH, CARMICHAEL

Father Johmmet Bishop Bell and the other new priests justidang in Sacramento. Higrst
assignment was as assistaatSaint Johrihe EvangelisParish in Carmichael with Father James
Kenny pastor. At the same time, he waaso assignegart timeteacher at Mercy High School in
Carmichaeandon February 1, 1967, gmrt time chaplairat Mercy San Juan Hospital

“'l;m Y

Photo by John E Boll
Saint John the Evangelist Church, Carmichael

Father John found teachirg the allgirls high schodllifficult because he was never trained to
be a hgh school teachetde says thestudents were great bute felt he had taught them very
little. He did not know how to deal with classroom ofeenage female studentsdiowever,he
became friends with his students and those friendships have lasted forasififty years.

While serving as a teacher at Mercy High School andtpaet chaplain at Mercy San Juan

| 2aLAGIEY CFOKSNI W2KyYy | dGdSYRSR OabPupitPerSonnel2
Serviceglegree. At the same time he also participated in the MAT program, a joint program
sponsored by the Diocese of Sacramento and the University of San Francisco. After his first tw
years, he was relieved of his pastoral duties at Saint John Parish in Gagimich
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Photo by John E Boll

Mercy San Juan Hospital, Carmichael

ASSIGNED TO RED BLUFF
Ore Septembermorning in 1972, Father John received a letierthe mailfrom the

A & Kffitalling himthat he was assigned to Sacred Heart Parish in Red Bluff
beginning in early September. When he arrived in Red &lu#ke up his assignmerttis
new pastorMonsignor James Casey was away deer hunting witlother priests in the
northern part of the dioceseDuring his first night in the parishereceived an emergency
phone call fromthe family ofa parishioner who need to be anointed. He knew nothing
about the town and had no idea how to get to3h a4 A O] hduseNEFeghally
found the house, anointed the ladyho died in theearlymorning.

Besides being appointed assistant pastor of the parish, Father Healy was also assigne
part-time to Mercy High School in Red Bluff. At the same time, he continued his college
studies and completed his credential in counseling.




Photo by John E Boll

Sacred Heart Church, Red Bluff

FatherHealyloved the peopleof Sacred Heart Paridbut found the workwas consumindnis
energybecause parishioners were scattered throughout the areafdded that the liturgies in
the parish were excellendue in partto Monsignor Caseyvho liked good liturgy and sent
parishionergo progransso they wouldoe properly trained in liturgy.

Father Johralso spent a lot of time with the youth of the parish atie Sacred Heart Youth
Group wasone of the best youth groups the diocese. Father John spent five yeagsassistant
of Sacred Heart Parish.

IN HIS OWN WORDS

Father John saY Duiing my five years in Red Bluff, | began to experience stress leading to
depression in my lifRart of it may have been caused by teking my day off each week despite
the fact that the priest®f the areawere very supportivef me.




GThe priests and sisters of the surrounding area used to get together every Evielaingto visit,
have a cup oftea and biscuits and discuss tBeindy Scripturereadingsin preparationfor the
Sunday homily. We also put on programs and lecturegHerreligious and lay people the

surrounding parished§ he priest®f the areavould meet monthly at the Vin&rappistMonastery
for a couple hours.

d decided | needed helip deal with my depression sdkgan attendinga group at Saint Mary
Hospital in San Francisco once a wéhe group consisted giriests, brothers and sisters who
were experiencing stress and depression in their liféss weekt gathering was a life saver for
me and helped me to grow as a human person and as a friest.

NEXT APPRTMENT, MERCY GENERAL HOSPITAL
The chaplaincy at Mercy Hospital in Sacramento became vacant and since his five years at Sacr
Heart Parish were up, hgecided to apply for the positiode was selected to become the new
chaplain of Mercy Hospital and began the positionQctober 1, 1977
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Photo by John E Boll
Mercy General Hospital, Sacramento

Thedailyhospital Mass wascheduled fo6:55 AM each morning arafter Mass, the priest went

with the Sister Visitorto bring Holy Communion to the patientat that early hourbecause

Catholics were bound by the fasg rulefrom midnightto the time of CommunionFather John

says that bout five years laterthe chaplaincy in hospitals began to change with the advent of
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CPHClinical Pastoral Educatiobging introduced in all hospitals. Father John did tadie his
CPHraininguntil 1985when Mercy Hospitabegan a CPE programthe hospital.

Father Healyxontinuedas Catholic chaplain at Mercy General Hospitatiernext40 years. At

first, he was the only chaplain in the hospital. It was not until 1980 that the idea of a chaplaincy
team began to develop. This demanded a change in attitrdthe part of the priestvho would

no longer bethe only chaplairbut was nowpart of a larger chaplaincy group under a manager.
Before this time, the priest chaplagerved alone andvas supervised by Mission Services which,

at that point, was SisteMary Saint Michael Myles.

Father John discerned that it would be a good idea for him to experience the same training that
the other chaplairs werereceivingin the CPE progranHe spent six months in traininghile
working in the hospital five days a week

CERTIFIED AS A CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN

Father Healyvas certified by the National Association of Catholic Chaplains on March 1, 1985. At
the same time, Bishop Quinn appointed him to the AIDS Ministry. He had to fitetviministry

into his spare time. He lgan to visit people withHIV/AIDSone on one, helping them deal with

the dying process. It took a while fbim to be accepted by the AIDS community but once that
happened, it became easy for him to help those suffering with AIDS.

AIDS MINISTRY BEGINS

Gradually, with the help of Sister Mary Redempta, Fathlhnorganized a committee to
minister to people wittHIV/AIDSIn 1986, Father John and Father Pat McGrath putroAi®S
workshop for the wholdioceseof Sacrament@t Saint Rose Parish in Saceato.

Photo courtesy of Fr John Healy

Fathers Pat McGrath and John Healy PlantdlV/AIDS Workshojfor the Diocese

The needs of people witHIV/AIDS kept changing over time so the ministry had to continually
evolve to meet the needs of the people. Father Jbhgan to makeisits tothe Vacaville Medical
Facility which housed all th&IDS infectednale inmatesn the State of CaliforniaThere wee
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about 400 inmates in this facility and Father John found it enriching for himself to minister to
people with AIDS.
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Photo courtesy of Fr John Healy
Father John Visits Vacaville Medical Facility

Father Pat Leslie, a priest of Sacramentwking at theSonomaState Hospitalplayed a major
role inopening a hospiceninistryfor prisonersat the Vacaville Medical Faciliiyho werein the
last six months dlife. Ths ministry continues to this day and any prisoner dyiafigdIV/AIDSwill
never be lefto die alone but will be accompanied byedlow prisoner trained in pastoral care.

ETHICAL ISSUES FATHER JOHN FACED

As themedicalcomplexities ohumanlife increased, the moral issuaffecting modern medicine
and hospitalsalso inceased.Father Johrserved onthe Ethics Committee dilercy Hospital
which had to deaWwith the complex issues of medicine and moral ethics.

SABBATICAL IN INDIA

In the summer of 1991, Father John took a sabbatical in Kolkata, India to work as a volinteer
a2iKSNJI ¢SNBalQa YAYA&adNR (2 OKAfRNBYyIZ (KS
Missionares of Charityin Kolkata. In the beginning, he fetsense of anger afteseeing the
terrible poverty so many people were sufferifrpm daily Bu going out each day to feed the
hungry andbathethe dying, he saw the great kindness of the people and decided to do what he
O2dzt R YR fSIF@S GKS NBaidld Ay D2RQa KIyRao®
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Father John Speds Time with the Children

Photos courtesy of Fr John Healy

A StreetSceneof the Poverty inKolkata
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Father John Talks with Mother Teresa
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He saw Mother Teresaften and talled withher about thedire situation in India. The place where
he stayed was filled with mice and some rats. He had to ske@phtwith acoverover his face
to keep the mosquitoes away. It wasreemorableexperience and opened his mind and heart to
the poor of India and the wadl

A PRIEST FOR ALL PEOPLE

Father John learnebh Indiathat he must be a ministe2 ¥ D 2 R Qdiall peGphelBovere
sick, not just Catholic¥Vhen he returned home,ddevelo@d guidelines on how to minister to
the homeless when they came to the hospital. lirbel to give guidance to familiewhen itwas
time to stopextra-ordinary means to keep a loved one alwkenthat personwasnearing death.

FATHER JOHN RETIRES

As he approachelis 78" birthday, Father John received notification from the diocesminding
him that he had notsenta letter to the bishop aboutetirement six months before reaching 75.
Retirement was in the back @ I (i K S NaninI bu¢ el notike the idea of retiring from
ministry.

Photo courtesy of Fr John Healy
Father John Healy Celebrates his's@nniversary of Ordination
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Retirement Village in Citrus Heights. At first, ratient was difficult for him because he s#éws

an endto ministry but he foundhat retirement wasotally differentthan what heexpected He

has continued helping in parishes and has seR4different parisheso far.

He enjoyshe greatvariety of ministryhe now experienceandtakes timewith the sacrament of
reconciliationby givingpeople time to talkabout their livesHe senss a greaamount of pain in
LIS2 L SQa& fadredit$dodnesszin theirlivas2 ldeenreturned to Red Bluff to fill in twice
after 42 yearawaybut now thoseyouth who wereteenagersvhen he first came to Sacred Heart
Church are nov80years old!

Photo by John E Boll
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FINAL THOUGHTS
Father John J Healy is a special man and priest. From the start of his ministry in the Diocese (
Sacramento, without any help &dapt tothe American culturelanguagementality and way of
life, he was thrown into the middle of without any preparatio.

In his first appointment he was patitne assistant pastoat Saint John Church, Carmichaert
time high school teacheat Mercy High School for girland parttime hospital chaplain at the
new Mercy San Juan Hospital.
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Father John never took his day off and eventuallygtied ofthree different ministriedegan to
wear him down. He had theisdomto seek help which probably saved his life as a priest. He has
0SSYy Ay@2t @SR Ay &2 Ylyeée sphyAadNARSa GKIFG Al

Over the past fifty years, he has touched thousands of peopteoiments oflife and death in his
hospital ministry. He hagraciously and generousigached out to people withIV/AIDS diseases
to minister to them He has accompanied many at th@ement of their death and transition to
the Lord of Mercy.

After hearingthe story of Father Joh@ &  f miirfs®y fa? @vera half a century, | am deeply
Y20SR o0& if (G0KS 3JI22R KS KIFa R2yS F2N) az Yl
| am inspired by his life and ministry ahthank yoy Father JohrHealy for your willingness to
leaveall that was dear to yoin Ireland and cora on mission to the Church of Sacramento. You
have been a faithful minister of the GospdlChrist Jesuand have been &aithful priest after

the pattem of the Good Shepherd. Thank you for being the person yowase, gentle, loving

and compassionate. The Lordusll pleased with you.

tlhé¢h{ hC Cl! ¢l 9w Whib 19![. Q

Photos courtesy of Raer John Healy

Seminarians Brendan Lawlor and John Healy
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For Serving in the Irish Army for Independence
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