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Hannah Mary Minihane was born on June 10, 1950 at home on the family farm in Knockskeagh 

near the village of Leap in County Cork. She was the first of four children born to John Minihane 

and Bridget Shanahan. Her brother and sisters are John, Goretti and Breda. Each of the four 

children was born two years apart. 

 

GROWING UP ON AN IRISH FARM 

Hannah Mary, who was later called Anne, grew up on the family farm and did her share of chores 

with the other family members. The Minihane family raised beef cows and grew crops of oats 

and barley. Her father John also raised race horses.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents, John and Bridget Minihane 
 

Being the eldest child nurtured !ƴƛǘŀΩǎ charism of leadership that has served her well through 

the years but not without suffering. She believes all gifts, natural or otherwise, are given to us for 

the common good. 

 

άaȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘ Ƴŀƴ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǿƘƻΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƘŜ ŘƛŜŘΣ ǿŀǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ 

seen with a book in his hand. From him I learned that passion for justice which expressed itself 

in younger years through marching with Cesar Chavez for the plight of farm workers and 

ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ ǎǘŜǇǎ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŘŀȅΦέ 
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Anne says her άmother Bridget was a compassionate extravert with a heart much larger than her 

small frame could hold. She knew and was known by persons too numerous to mention. This fact 

was brought home ŀǘ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭΦ [ƛƪŜ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΣ 

she was waked at home and her funeral procession stretched for three miles as we took her to 

ƘŜǊ ǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦέ 

 

!ƴƛǘŀ ŀŘŘŜŘΣ άIŀǾƛƴƎ ƭŜŦǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀǘ ǎŜǾŜƴǘŜŜƴΣ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ōƛƎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ my mother had 

on all she met as she cared for the poor, visited the sick, and presided at funeral vigils for 

neighbors far and wide. Her early and unpredictable death on Christmas Eve from a heart attack 

ŀǘ сл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 

five years and was due home that summer. It took me seven years to recover fully from that 

experience ς three of them with a therapist.έ 

 

GROWING UP IN IRELAND 

Anita says, άL ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƛȄŜŘ tǊƻǘŜǎǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

each other daily and there was no animosity. My best friend was a Protestant and for four years 

we cycled to high school together which was nine miles from our home. Until I went to the Sisters 

of Mercy High School, I had never talked to a sister.έ  

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                

         Photo courtesy of Sr Anita Minihane 

Knockskeagh National School  
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BEGINNING HER EDUCATION 

Anne began her primary school education at the Knockskeagh National School which was a two-

room school. Half the students were in one classroom and half in the other classroom. In her 

grade level, there was only one boy and herself. There were two teachers at the school and Anne 

felt the discipline was sometimes cruel. If a student was not paying attention, the teacher might 

hit that student with a ruler or pull his/her hair. Some of the teachers were !ƴƴŜΩǎ relatives and 

maybe they felt more at ease in using corporal punishment when they thought it necessary. 
 

 
                         Photo courtesy of Sr Anita Minihane 

The Minihane Family Farm 
 

Anita says her parents were poor although she did not think that 

was the case since everyone was poor. As she looks back, she 

remembers there were times when the family did not have 

enough food to eat.  

 

Anne and brother and two sisters walked the three miles round 

trip to school daily from their home. At the end of the school day 

when she returned home, Anne rounded up the cows for milking 

and after dinner she and her mother milked the dozen or so 

cows. Milking was done by hand and it took about five minutes 

to milk each cow.  

 

The Minihane family was an extremely close and loving family. 

The family home was the center for gatherings in the evenings     

!ƴƴŜΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ     for family and friends. They would pray the rosary together and 
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then play cards and visit. Anne and her mother would ride bicycles sometimes to visit her 

ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ and return home by bike at 2 AM by the light of the moon. 
 

JOURNEY TO RELIGIOUS LIFE 

When Anne entered secondary or high school, she attended the Sisters of Mercy School in 

Skibbereen for the next four years. High school was a shock to her system when I found 60+ 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǇŜǊ ƎǊŀŘŜΗέ She had to ride her bicycle to school daily eight miles each way. When it 

rained, she would arrive home dripping wet.  

 

ά5ǳǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ years, many religious came to speak to us about vocations and missionary 

work. On one occasion, a sister from Auburn, Sister Mary Grace, spoke to us about the life and 

ministry of Mother Catherine McAuley. As she spoke to us, I felt άƳȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ meΦέ 

During this period, Anne was very much in love with prayer and would read as much as she could 

about it. 

 

Anne decided she wanted to become a Mercy sister when she was 16 years of age. She had been 

pondering her vocation in life since age 12. During these years, she heard many talks about 

religious life from different religious communities who came to the parish or her school.  
 

ANNE APPROACHES HER MOTHER ABOUT HER CALLING 

Anne remembers the evening when she and her mother were milking cows and she spoke to her 

mother about going into religious life. Her mother told her she needed to speak to her father 

about that. !ƴƴŜΩǎ heart nearly stopped because she had never spoken much to her father about 

anything important in her life.  
 

!{YLbD I9w C!¢I9wΩ{ t9waL{{Lhb  

One night when it was 

milking time, !ƴƛǘŀΩǎ mother 

said to her: άI am going out to 

milk the cows now but you 

stay and talk with your dad.έ 

Anne asked her father if she 

could enter religious life as a 

sister. There was a silence. 

Her father finally looked at 

ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά!ƴƴe, if God is 

calling you, how can I say no. 

¢Ŝƭƭ ƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦέ She 

kind of melted at that 

moment. She told her father 

what Sister Grace had said 

about Mother McAuley and 

the Mercy Sisters.                 Photo courtesy of Sr Anita Minihane 

               The Minihane Children Help their Father on the Family Farm 
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IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƴǎΣ ǿƘȅ ƴƻǘ Ƨƻƛƴ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΚέ Anne responded that 

she would be in Ireland for a while but she wanted to go to the missions in California. Her father 

ǎŀƛŘΣ ά/ƘƻƻǎŜ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿŜƭƭΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ !ǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƻƴŎŜ a 

religious sister went to the missions, she never returned home to visit her family. 

 

Anita recalls that, άThe night before I entered, my boyfriend and I won the village waltzing 

competition and we were carried through the main street on the shoulders of others. Needless 

to say, he did not like my decision. I meet him still on my visits to my family and we recall those 

early days of youth. As a ǎƛŘŜ ƴƻǘŜΣ ƘŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘƛŘ ƳŀǊǊȅΗέ 

 

ENTERS MERCY HOUSE IN ARDFERT 

Anne went to the Mercy Ardfert Recruiting House for a year where she attended daily classes. 

During that year she was drawn more and more toward the Mercy Sisters. She knew this was the 

right place for her.  

 

DRIVING THE FAMILY CAR 

The Minihane family owned a car and Anne was the only one in the family who knew how to 

drive it. She started driving at age 14 and when she was ready to leave for the Mercy Ardfert 

House, her father told her where to park the car since no one else at home knew how to drive it.  

 

After some time, !ƴƴŜΩǎ father John decided he would start driving. ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ 

one Sunday morning he decided to drive the family to Sunday Mass. Never having driven the car, 

John started out with jerks, starts and stops, ending up in the ditch a few times on the way. He 

made it to church, drove into the parking lot and brought the car to an abrupt halt. The children 

were crying in the back seat for fear of their lives, but they made it to church. It would have been 

quicker riding bikes to church that morning. A year later, !ƴƴŜΩǎ brother John learned how to 

drive the car and began to be the family driver. 

 

!bb9Ω{ ¸9!R AT ARDFERT 

During !ƴƴŜΩǎ year at Ardfert, she took classes, especially American history, to prepare herself 

for life in California. One of her teachers was Sister Carmel Donohue. Anne arrived in Auburn, 

California in August 1967 during the heat of the California summer. When the heat hit her, she 

ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ L ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ?έ  

 

BEGINNING RELIGIOUS LIFE IN AUBURN 

The postulants arrived at the Mercy Mother House in Auburn and after settling into their new 

environment, they began classes at Sierra Community College in Auburn. At the same time at the 

Auburn Mother House, they began their formation on how to live religious community life 

through personal and community prayer and the celebration of the liturgy of the Church. 

 

YEARS OF COLLEGE EDUCATION 

After completing two years of college at Sierra College, Sister Anita and the other young sisters 

were sent to Dominican College in San Rafael for the last two years of college. What Sister Anita 
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found most interesting at Dominican College was the great 

mix of students from all over the world. At the end of her four 

years of college, she received a degree in political science. 

 

Following graduation from Dominican College, Sister Anita 

attended the University of the Pacific in Stockton for 

weekend classes once a month to obtain her accreditation as 

a certified teacher so she could teach in any school in 

California. 

 

After receiving her certification at UOP, Sister Anita began 

classes at Saint Mary College in Moraga where she completed 

ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

          

        Sister Anita as a Novice 
 

For three summers, Sister Anita attended classes at Notre Dame University in Indiana where she 

earned a degree in liturgy. 
 

 
Photo by John E Boll 

Notre Dame University, South Bend, Indiana 

 


