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HannahMary Minihane was born on June 10, 1980home onthe familyfarm in Knockskeagh
near the village of Leap @ounty CorkShe was the first dbur children born taJohn Minihane
and Bridget Shanaharter brother and sisters aréohn Goretti and BredaEach of the four
children wasborntwo years apart

GROWING UP OAN IRISHFARM

HannahMary, whowas later calledAnne grew up on the familydrm and dicher share othores
with the other family membersThe Minihane familyaised beefcowsand grew crops obats
andbarley. Her father John also raiseate horses.

Parents,John and Bridget Minihane

Being the eldesthild nurtured! y A @har@ra of leadership that has served her well through
the years but not without suffering. She believes all gifts, natural or otherwisgjiaea to us for
the common good.
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seen with a book in his hand. From him | learned that passion for justice which expressed itselt
in younger years through marmg with Cesar Chavez for the plight of farm workers and
LINPGSaGAY3I 2y GKS /FLAG2t aGSLA F2N YIye |y

2

puj3

0)



Anne says heimother Bridget was a compassionate extravert with a heart much larger than her
small frame could holdshe knew and was known by persons too numerous to mention. This fact
was broughthomé i Y& VYrdaykSSNIXiad [ A1 S €t LIS2LX S 27

she was waked at home and her funeral procession stretched for three miles as we toak her t
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on all she met as she cared for the poor, visited the sackl presided at funeral vigils for
neighbors far and wideHer early and unpredictable death on Christrias from a heart attack

Fd cn @SINBR 2F 3S aK201SR dza I ff o0dzi LISNK
five years and was due home that summer. It took me seven years to recover fully fabm th
experienceg three of them with a therapist.

GROWING UP IN IRELAND

Anitasaysd L 3ANB G dz2LJ Ay | YAESR tNRGS&adGlyd FyR |/
each other daily and there was no animosity. My best friend was a Protestant afalifoyears

we cycled to high school together which was nine miles from our home. Until | went to the Sisters
of MercyHigh School | had never talked to a sister.

Photo courtesy of Sr Anita Minihane
Knockskeagh National School




BEGINNING HER EDUCATION

Anne began her primargchooleducationat the KnockskeagNational $hoolwhich was dawo-
room school Halfthe students were in onelassroomand halfin the other classroomin her
grade level, there was only one boy and hersHiere were two teacherat the schooand Anne
felt the disciplinewassometimes cruel. If a student was not paying attention, the teachight
hit that student with a ruler or pulhis/her hair. Sane of the teachers weré vy y &@t&es and
maybe they felt more at ease in using corporal punishment when they thought it necessary.

Photo courtesy of Sr Anita Minihane
The Minihane Family Farm

Anita says @r parents were pooalthoughshedid not think that
was the casesinceeveryone was poorAs she looks back, she
remembersthere were times whenthe family did not have
enoughfoodto eat.

Anneand brother andtwo sisters walkedhe three miles round
trip to school daily from their homet the end of the school day
whenshereturned home Annerounded up the cows for milking
and after dinner sheand her mothermilked the dozen or so

cows. Milking was done by hand aidook about five minutes
to milkeachcow.

The Minihanefamily wasan extremely close and loving family.
Thefamily home was the centerfor gathering in the evenings
Anne’ s Fir st fordamilylamdifriendsTheywould pray the rosary together and

4




then play cards and visiAnne and her mother wouldride bicyclessometimesto visit her
Y 2 ( K S NXaadrekurnYidmieldy bikeat 2 AM by the light of the moon.

JOURNEY TO RELIGIOUS LIFE

When Anne entered secondary ohigh school, she attended the Sist of MercySchoolin
Skilbereenfor the next four yearsHigh school was a shock to her system when | found 60+
a0 dzRSy (1 a $6 had t&iNd hBrBidydle to school daily eigimiles eachway. When it
rained,shewould arrivehome dripping wet.

G5 dzNR y 3 Y yedisimank reliyiQus @aghd to speak toalsoutvocations and missionary
work. On one occasiom,sister from Auburn, Sister Mary Gragpoke to us about the life and
ministry of Mother Catherine Mawuley. /s she spokéo us | feltd Y& KS I NI omeNd/ A Y
During this periodAnnewas very much in love with prayer and would read as nasbkhe could
aboutit.

Annedecided she wanted to lm®mea Mercy sister when she was 16 years of age h@ldeébeen
pondering her vocationn life sinceage 12 During these yearsshe heardmany talks about
religious life fromdifferent religiouscommunitieswho cameto the parish omher school.

ANNEAPPROACHES HER MOTHER ABOUT HER CALLING

Anneremembergthe eveningwhen she and her mother wemilking cowsandshe spoke to her
mother about goingnto religious life. Her mothetold her she needd to speak to her father
about that.! Yy Be@rtnearly stoppedecause shbadnever spoka muchto her fatherabout
anythingimportant in her life

ASKI NG HER FATHER'™S PERMI SSI ON
One night when it was
milking time,! Yy A inbtie&
said toher: d am going outo
milk the cowsnow but you
stay and talk with your dad.
Anneasked her fatheif she
could enter religious life as a
sister. There was ailence.
Her father finally looked at
KSNJ I YR eaiffGboRsy
calling you, how can | say no.
¢Sttt YS Y2B&E
kind of melted at tlat
moment. Shetold her father
what Sister Grace had said
about Mother McAuley and
the Mercy Sisters. Photo courtesy of Sr Anita Minihane

The Minihanetildren Help their Father on theFamily Farm
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she would be in Ireland for a while buteswanted to go tahe missions irCalifornia. Her father

Al ARXZ &/ K22aS ¢Sttt FyR ff gAtft 0SS ¢Stfad L
religious sistewent to the missionsshenever returned homeo visit her family.

Anita recallsthat, dThe night before | entered, my boyfriend and | won the village waltzing
competiion and we were carried through the main street on the shoulders of others. Needless
to say, he did not like my decision. | meet him still on my visits to my familyvanécall those
early days of youth.#9ad A RS y23GSX KS ySOSNJI RAR YI NNRBHE

ENTERS MERCY HOUSE IN ARDFERT

Annewent to the MercyArdfert RecruitingHouse for a yeawhere she attended daily classes.
During that yearshewas drawn more and more toward tiMercy Sisters. She knew this was the
right place for her.

DRIVING THE FAMILY CAR

The Minihane familypwneda car andAnnewas the only one in the family whinew how to
drive it. She started driving adge 14 and whenshewas ready tdeave forthe Mercy Ardfert
House her father told her where to park the car since ame elseat homeknew how todrive it.

After sometime, ! Yy fat@eiiJohndecided he would startdriving. A G K2 dzi | y& RNA
one Sundaymorning hedecidedto drive the family tcSundayMass Never having driven the car,
John started out with jer starts and stopsending up in the ditch a few timemn the way He
made it to church, drove into the parkihgt and broughtthe car to a abrupt halt The children
were cryingn the back seator fearof their livesput they made ito church It would have been
quicker riding bikes to church that morning.year later]! y y Sr@ter Johnlearned how to
drivethe carand be@n to be the family driver.

ANNE’' BATYARBFERT

During! Y'Y $e@r& Ardfert, shetook classes, especially American hisiaoyprepareherself

for life in California.One of her teachers waSister Carmel Donohué&nnearrived in Auburp
Californiain August 196duringthe heat of theCaliforniasummer.Whenthe heat hit her,she
AFAR (2 KSNBRSt{TFI aG%ZKIG KI@S L R2yS (2 YeasSt

BEGINNING RELIGIOUS LIFE IN AUBURN

The postulants arrived at the Mercy Mother House in Aubamd aftersettling into their new
environment, they began classesS3ieara Community College in AuburAt the same time at the
Auburn Mother House, theypegan their formation on how to liveeligious community life
through personabnd communityprayer and thecelebration of thditurgy of the Church.

YEARS OF COLLEBEICATION
After conpleting two years of college at Sierra Colle§ester Anita and the other young sisters

were sent to Dominican College in San Rafael for the last two years of college. What Sister Anit
6




Sister Anita as a Novice

found most interesting at Dominican College whs great
mix of studensfrom all over the world. At the end dier four
years ofcollege,shereceiveda degree in political science.

Fdlowing graduation from Dominican Colleggister Anita
attended the University of the Pacific in Stockton for
weekendclasses once a month obtain heraccreditationas

a certified teacher so she couldeach in anyschod in
California.

After receiving her certification at UOP, Sister Anita began
classes at Saint Mary College in Moraga where she completed
I YIFadSNRa RSANBS Ay 9RdzOl G A

For three summersSister Anitaattended classes at Notre Dame University in Indiana whbe

earnedadegree in liturgy.

Photo by John E Boll

Notre Dame UniversitySouth Bend, Indiana
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SEMINAR IN FUNDRAISING

Through Creighton University, Father John Flynn came to Sacrarnoetgacha course

2y K2g (G2 NI AAS &aAi 3y Bisidr Ariitaftienddd dagit Remindr andJ 2
learned how to raise money for different schools in the dioc@sking what she learned

in this seminar, she was able to raise a good amount of méretype schools where she

taught or was principal.

SISTER ANITA BECAMES A-FIME TEACHERD PRINCIPAL
In the course ofwo decades, Sister Anit@asa teacher in many different schools in the
dioceseand principalof four Catholicschools in Northeri€California.

Photo by John E Boll
Saint Joseph School, Auburn, CA

Sister Anita served the following schools in the Diocese of Sacramento

0 19701971 Fifth and sixth grade teacher, Saint Joseph School, Auburn
19711972 Halftime third gradeteacher, Holy Spirit School, Sacramento
19721977  Sixth grade teacher, Sacred Heart School, Sacramento
19771980 Eighth grade teacher, Sacred Heart School, Anderson
19801983  Principal, Sacred Heart School, Anderqd&ne KB)
19831986 Principal, SainRose School, Roseville; (Pr8)K
19861989 Principal, Notre Dame School, Chico (RG®OK
19891991 Principal, Saint Joseph School, AuburB)K
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CONSULTANT

In 1991, Sister Anita became a Religious Educ&bnisultant to the 96 parishes of the Diocese
of Sacramento. She was responsible fooviding assistance to parishes in the diocese in the
areas ofcatechist formation, coordinator training, RCIA (adult and childrergmall ecclesial
communities andetreats.

DIRECTOR @RY MINISTRY

When lay mimstry became part of the diocesaguhan, Bishop

QuinnapproachedSster Anitain 1992and asked her if she
would be willing toserve aghe director of the Department
of Lay Ministryfor both Spanish and Engligpeaking She

felt very uncomfortablewith this requestbecause she did
not have any background in lay ministry.

Bishop Quinn giv&ister Anitaa year to travel the bited
Sates to observe lay formation programs that were
functioning well As shetraveled the U®, Sister Anita
became very aware that a critical element in developing a
. lay ministry program depended on the buyof the priests.
Shetraveled the diocese to talk with pastors and found the priests very supportive of the
idea oflay ministry. This encouraged her angith the help of staff, sheleveloped a
effectivelay ministryprogram for theDiocese of Sacramento

LIMEX DIRECTOR/FACILITATOR OF A MASTER DEGREE PROGRAM

Sister Anita was impressed by the Limex Master Degree Program from the New Orlean
XavierUniversity and brought thatwo-year program to the Diocese of Sacramento for
Lay Ministry Developmen&tudents attended class@s Sacramento through a television
hook-up with the XavierUniversity in New Orleans.

FORMING PARISH COUNCILS

Whiledirector of Lay MinistrySister Anitatogether with other peoplegreated a program
to help parishesform parish councilsand clarified the role of councilan the life of
parishes Father John Bolwho was pastor of Holy Rosary Parish in Wood|angited
Sster Anita togivetrainingto the Woodlandparish council. He founthe trainingto be
very helpfulin clarifyingfor him andparish council membensghat was theproper role of
the council.He says this trainingervedhim well throughout therest of his ministry as a
pastor.




NANCY WHIPPLE JOINS THE LAY MINISTRY TEAM

Sster Anita hired Nancy Whipplef Reddingto work with her in lay ministry. They
developed thee stesin the diocese wherday ministrytraining would be doneSaint
Vincent Parish, Solano Countfercy @nter, Auburn and in Reddingthey used the
various parishes the area

Photo courtesy of Sr Anita Minihane

NancyWhipple, $ Anita andSrSarah Aurich receivetheir MA degreesin Administration

SECURIGTEACHERS FOR LAY MINISTRY

Sister Anita was able teecureteachers for lay ministryraining from Saint Patrick Seminary,
Menlo Park Catholic Theological UnipBerkeley and educators fromBoston CollegeShe
brought wdl known teachers from wherevehe could find them. At the same timsheand her
team facilitatedthe Sacred Art of Living and Dying program developetty Fr Richard Groves
of Bend, Oregonin whatever parishes asked forigtprogram.Grovesalso did a program on
Scripture which many parishes used in their ongoing adult education program.

People whopatrticipated in thelay ministry programin the diocese kept in touch withisser
Anita beausethe trainingthey experiencedvasso personal angrofound thatit changed their
lives.Sister Anitaserved as director of Lay Ministry from 1992 to 2000.

SABBATICAL 2000
When Sister Anita stepped down as director of Lay Ministry Formati®@acamento, she took
I & S| NI aandditendetl theCdoratio Springs Spiritual DirectiGenter Contemplative
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Art, Israel/lreland; Jewish and Celtic Spiritualépd Immersion inSouth Americathe Native
Peoples of the Amazon.

PASTORAL LIBEMINISTRATOR, OUR LADY OF THE SNOWS PARISH, RENO, NEVADA
After her sabbaticahi 2001, Sister Anitaasinvited by Bishop PHip Straling of RendNevadao
come to Reno to help with the diaconate program oétldiocese. When the director of the
diaconae program stepped dowrthe bishop aske&ister Anitaf shewould be willing to be the
director. Bishop Straling tolder that if she did not take over the di@anate program, he would
be forced to close it since there was no qualified person availalikk®it over.

Sister Anita told the bishop that she knew a few people who might be willing to direct the
diaconateprogram. Bishop Straling asked her to conthetmto see ifanywere interested Sister

Iy A (I ©ie a$s@ciatd Nancy Whipple who wiagng in ReddingCaliforniasaid she was
interested andhe Reno Dioceskired herto head up the éaconate program.

Sister Anitebecame the acting principal of Our Lady of the Snows P&kklbolin Reno. When
the pastor of the parish stepped dowBishop Stralinghad no priest to send to the parish and
asked Sister Anita to become the Pastoral Life Administrator of the p&isserved in that
pastoral role for six years, from 2001 to 2007.
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Photo courtesy of Sister Anita Minihane

Our Lady of the Sows Church Reno, Nevada
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SISTER ANITA RETURNS TO AUBURN
After serving the Diocese of Reno for seven years, Sister Anita returned home to the Mercyj
Mother House in Auburn. Beginning in 2009, Father Michael Carroll, pastor of Saint Teresa Parig
in Auburn, hired Sister Anit@ be assistant administrator of thegrish and pastoral associate.
Ste served in that role for three years until 2011.

RETIREMENT

Sister Anita began to experience some health issues and retired from active miskey.
continued to live at the Mercy Convent in Auburn. During the past fearsyeher health
continued to decline and the doctors were not able to stop her declinelanuary 2020,he
made the decision to begin hospice care at the convent.

DEATH OF SISTER ANITA

{AAGSNI ! yAGl Q& (ganand Brida Busshlievifrord ReNiiio Galiformiaambs
GAGK GKSANI AA&GSNI ! yAGE RdzNRA eegamerBon crititalBeli R I
sistersextended their stay so they could be with Anitatil the end of her lifeSurrounded by

the Sisters of Mercy ankler sistersGoretti and Breda, Sister Anita diatlhomein the Auburn
convent around 10:28 PM on Thursday evening, February 6,, 2020e age of 69Thephysical

pain andsufferingshe enduredvas nowover.

FUNERAL LITURGY FOR SISTER ANITA
A Vigil was hel for Sister Anita in the Auburn Convetitapel on Wednesday evening, February
12, at 6:30 PM.

\\__\.\\_wv_uw__/,’—f/g R~

)\__\_uI__J

(U “__J,__J
\\% = -\_-._x“'__u;_'_#.'-__’l%

Sister Anita Lies in State in th&uburn Mercy ConventChapel
12

174




FUNERAL MASS

The Funeral Mas®r Sister Anitavas celebrated on Thursday morning, February 13, at 10:30
AM. She requested that Father John Boll preside at her Funeral Mass. Joining dsm
concelebrantsvereretired priests Fathers Michael Doey Ignatius Haran, John Healy, William
Kinane, DanielLo&eé > [ ALY YI O/ FNIKeéeX 5FyASt alRAII Y)Y
Joseph Ternullo.

As part of the homily, Father John shasmine off A & G SNJ ! y A (i | abduthé g/ In NB F
her own wordsshewrote:

GL ¢l a o02Ny 2y Wiy HidgstMhihamedop a farinan W& Rork, Ireland.
Growing up on the farmayeme a love for the soil which even today expresses itself in gardening
at least once a week. Being the eldest of four, one brother and two sigtesspurtured my
charism ofleadership that has served me well through the years but not without suffeting). |
my beliefthat all gifts, natural or otherwise, are given to us for the common good.

Gae FFrOGKSNI gta | [[jdASG YIy 27F AyldSdodstantly |y
seen with a book in his hand. From hiateleloped mypassion for justicand mercy

Gaed Y2UKSNI gla | O2YLI aaAirzyladS SEGNI gSNI s Al

hold. She knew and was known by persons too numerous to menthos fact was brought home

to me at her funeral 17 years ago. Like all people of her generation, she was waked at home an
her funeral procession stretched for 3 miles as we took her to her resting place in our village
cemetery. Having left home at sevesan | did not know how big an impact she had on all she
met. Her early and unpredictable death on Christmas Eve from a heart attack at 60 years of age
aK201 SR dza | ff o6dzi LISNKFLA AYLI OGSR YS (KS
due home that summer. It took me seven years to recover fully fromh éflxperience

L 3AINBG dzLJ Ay | YAESR tNRGSAGIYd FyR /FGK2
daily and there was no animosity. My best friend was a Protestant and for four years we cycled
togetherto high school which wasight miles from ar home. In my earlier years | attended a
one-room school house with only one boy and myself in my grade level. Going to high school was
a shock to my system when | found 60+ per grade!

G5dzNAy 3 Yeé @SINBE i KAIK aOK 2weatiohslaytanissidBaryr 3 A
work. On one such occasiomne of the sisters from Auburn came and as she spoke abast
Mother McAuleyL. TSt d aYeé KSINI o0dzNYAY3I gAGKAYE |y
It was not unusual in that time and platemake a life choice at 17.

GThe night before | entered, my boyfriend and | won the village waltzing competition and we
GSNBE OF NNASR (GKNRBdzZAK GKS YIAYy &ad0NBSi 2y ak
decision. | meet him still on my itsto my family and we recall those early days of youth. As an

aside, he never did marry!!
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G AFS Ay [ I -bpEreNdf iné. Thérk &as hoysuclstBirRemsulturationin those
RFead FyR (2 Y& RAaYlI & L RARYwWeék |wd fterdlly starigl G
in a house of plenty! My novitiate was no easy cake walk. Having my personal lette sy rieed
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novice directoand my Irish music taken fromme, IsyaQ i adzNB L O02dz R Sy R(

- that hound of heaven and even though | took an extra year to discern, | did make a life

O2YYAlYSYyld 6KAOK LQ@S aStR2Y NBINBIGSRO® S
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on that day | made my final vows.

GCKS aYAaarzy TAStREAE 27T / Ibht hro@mNgelikt of feackirg S R

LQ@S (G2dzOKSR Ylye | ftAF¥FSo® 9@9Sy (2RI& Fa L
Only the size and age of the studeftd S OKI yISRDE

BURIAIAT CALVARY CEMETERY

After the Funeral Mass, thielercy @mmunity and family and friends of Sister Anitaho filled

the chape]shared a meal togethein the convent halto celebrate Sister Anifalde. After lunch,

dzy RSNJ 6 KS RANBOGAZ2Y thefun@alchidéde i thedAubQrdzgoBvbidt for |
the final journey to Calvary Cemetery for thmirial.! F G SNJ 6 KS wAdS 27F / 2
body was lowered into the grav&Vith a handful of dirsprinkledon the casket byhe Ssters of
Mercyand{ A & G S NWo!sigtérgiGbr&taand Breda,all departed.

Lowering the Caskanto the Graveat Calvary Cemetery, Citrus Heights
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IN MEMORIAM

Sister Anita served the Diocese of Satnamghnto
the Mercy charism of education. aheacaer and
principah parish schsfur twenty yeahdegan
newministry in the field Adlult Education and
created an impor@intesagrogram to prepare lait
for ministnn the @urclof the twergthcenturand
beyond

Like many young men and women who left f
friends and the land of their birth in resfose fi
calltotheCatholic Msionef the wrld, Sister Anita
spent most of her life ministering in the Dioc
Sacrament®hevasan effectivend creatiteacher
for over fifty years.

The Church of Sacramento and the Church of |
grateful for the great contrilm8ister Anita made tc
the life of faith in these diocBsak you, Sister
Anita, for thpersonalacrifices yoada duwof love

for us anirtheGospaf Jesus Chrieest now from

your labors for you have been found worthy to €|

fullness of life in fbg of th&ingdom dfeaven
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Si ster AnioftLie’ s Jour ne

Photos courtesy of Sister Anita Minihane

The Family Parish Church in Ireland
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The Minihane Family
L-R, John, Bridget, Anita, John, Goretti, and Breda

The Young Mercy Sisters of Auburn
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Young Sister Anitdinihane
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Sister Anitamakes her Final Vows before Bishop John Cummins and Father Ronan Brennan

Profession DayCelebration
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SisterAnita with her NieceLaura
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Sister Anita Principal,and Father Michael CormacgkPastor of Saint Rose Church

The Roseville Fire Department rkasa visit to the students at Saint Rose School
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Mercy Sisters Vacation House

Sister Anita in Ireland with her Brother John and Sistersré&iti and Breda
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