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HannahMary Minihane was born on June 10, 1980home onthe familyfarm in Knockskeagh
near the village of Leap @ounty CorkShe was the first dbur children born taJohn Minihane
and Bridget Shanaharter brother and sisters aréohn Goretti and BredaEach of the four
children wasborntwo years apart

GROWING UP OAN IRISHFARM

HannahMary, whowas later calledAnne grew up on the familydrm and dicher share othores
with the other family membersThe Minihane familyaised beefcowsand grew crops obats
andbarley. Her father John also raiseate horses.

Parents,John and Bridget Minihane

Being the eldesthild nurtured! y A @har@ra of leadership that has served her well through
the years but not without suffering. She believes all gifts, natural or otherwisgjiaea to us for
the common good.
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seen with a book in his hand. From him | learned that passion for justice which expressed itselt
in younger years through marmg with Cesar Chavez for the plight of farm workers and
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Anne says heimother Bridget was a compassionate extravert with a heart much larger than her
small frame could holdshe knew and was known by persons too numerous to mention. This fact
was broughthomé i Y& VYrdaykSSNIXiad [ A1 S €t LIS2LX S 27

she was waked at home and her funeral procession stretched for three miles as we toak her t
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on all she met as she cared for the poor, visited the sackl presided at funeral vigils for
neighbors far and wideHer early and unpredictable death on Christrias from a heart attack
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five years and was due home that summer. It took me seven years to recover fully fabm th
experienceg three of them with a therapist.

GROWING UP IN IRELAND
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each other daily and there was no animosity. My best friend was a Protestant afalifoyears

we cycled to high school together which was nine miles from our home. Until | went to the Sisters
of MercyHigh School | had never talked to a sister.

Photo courtesy of Sr Anita Minihane
Knockskeagh National School




BEGINNING HER EDUCATION

Anne began her primargchooleducationat the KnockskeagNational $hoolwhich was dawo-
room school Halfthe students were in onelassroomand halfin the other classroomin her
grade level, there was only one boy and hersHiere were two teacherat the schooand Anne
felt the disciplinewassometimes cruel. If a student was not paying attention, the teachight
hit that student with a ruler or pulhis/her hair. Sane of the teachers weré vy y &@t&es and
maybe they felt more at ease in using corporal punishment when they thought it necessary.

Photo courtesy of Sr Anita Minihane
The Minihane Family Farm

Anita says @r parents were pooalthoughshedid not think that
was the casesinceeveryone was poorAs she looks back, she
remembersthere were times whenthe family did not have
enoughfoodto eat.

Anneand brother andtwo sisters walkedhe three miles round
trip to school daily from their homet the end of the school day
whenshereturned home Annerounded up the cows for milking
and after dinner sheand her mothermilked the dozen or so

cows. Milking was done by hand aidook about five minutes
to milkeachcow.

The Minihanefamily wasan extremely close and loving family.
Thefamily home was the centerfor gathering in the evenings
vy SQa CANREG forXamitydayd Ari2ndsTheywould pray the rosary together and
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then play cards and visiAnne and her mother wouldride bicyclessometimesto visit her
Y 2 ( K S NXaadrekurnYidmieldy bikeat 2 AM by the light of the moon.

JOURNEY TO RELIGIOUS LIFE

When Anne entered secondary ohigh school, she attended the Sist of MercySchoolin
Skilbereenfor the next four yearsHigh school was a shock to her system when | found 60+
a0 dzRSy (1 a $6 had t&iNd hBrBidydle to school daily eigimiles eachway. When it
rained,shewould arrivehome dripping wet.

G5 dzNR y 3 Y yedisimank reliyiQus @aghd to speak toalsoutvocations and missionary
work. On one occasiom,sister from Auburn, Sister Mary Gragpoke to us about the life and
ministry of Mother Catherine Mawuley. /s she spokéo us | feltd Y& KS I NI omeNd/ A Y
During this periodAnnewas very much in love with prayer and would read as nasbkhe could
aboutit.

Annedecided she wanted to lm®mea Mercy sister when she was 16 years of age h@ldeébeen
pondering her vocationn life sinceage 12 During these yearsshe heardmany talks about
religious life fromdifferent religiouscommunitieswho cameto the parish omher school.

ANNEAPPROACHES HER MOTHER ABOUT HER CALLING

Anneremembergthe eveningwhen she and her mother wemilking cowsandshe spoke to her
mother about goingnto religious life. Her mothetold her she needd to speak to her father
about that.! Yy Be@rtnearly stoppedecause shbadnever spoka muchto her fatherabout
anythingimportant in her life
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One night when it was
milking time,! Yy A inbtie&
said toher: d am going outo
milk the cowsnow but you
stay and talk with your dad.
Anneasked her fatheif she
could enter religious life as a
sister. There was ailence.
Her father finally looked at
KSNJ I YR eaiffGboRsy
calling you, how can | say no.
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kind of melted at tlat
moment. Shetold her father
what Sister Grace had said
about Mother McAuley and
the Mercy Sisters. Photo courtesy of Sr Anita Minihane

The Minihanetildren Help their Father on theFamily Farm
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she would be in Ireland for a while buteswanted to go tahe missions irCalifornia. Her father
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religious sistewent to the missionsshenever returned homeo visit her family.

Anita recallsthat, dThe night before | entered, my boyfriend and | won the village waltzing
competiion and we were carried through the main street on the shoulders of others. Needless
to say, he did not like my decision. | meet him still on my visits to my familyvanécall those
early days of youth.#9ad A RS y23GSX KS ySOSNJI RAR YI NNRBHE

ENTERS MERCY HOUSE IN ARDFERT

Annewent to the MercyArdfert RecruitingHouse for a yeawhere she attended daily classes.
During that yearshewas drawn more and more toward tiMercy Sisters. She knew this was the
right place for her.

DRIVING THE FAMILY CAR

The Minihane familypwneda car andAnnewas the only one in the family whinew how to
drive it. She started driving adge 14 and whenshewas ready tdeave forthe Mercy Ardfert
House her father told her where to park the car since ame elseat homeknew how todrive it.

After sometime, ! Yy fat@eiiJohndecided he would startdriving. A G K2 dzi | y& RNA
one Sundaymorning hedecidedto drive the family tcSundayMass Never having driven the car,
John started out with jer starts and stopsending up in the ditch a few timemn the way He
made it to church, drove into the parkihgt and broughtthe car to a abrupt halt The children
were cryingn the back seator fearof their livesput they made ito church It would have been
quicker riding bikes to church that morning.year later]! y y Sr@ter Johnlearned how to
drivethe carand be@n to be the family driver.

' b b9 QRAT ARDFERT

During! Y'Y $e@r& Ardfert, shetook classes, especially American hisiaoyprepareherself

for life in California.One of her teachers waSister Carmel Donohué&nnearrived in Auburp
Californiain August 196duringthe heat of theCaliforniasummer.Whenthe heat hit her,she
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BEGINNING RELIGIOUS LIFE IN AUBURN

The postulants arrived at the Mercy Mother House in Aubamd aftersettling into their new
environment, they began classesS3ieara Community College in AuburAt the same time at the
Auburn Mother House, theypegan their formation on how to liveeligious community life
through personabnd communityprayer and thecelebration of thditurgy of the Church.

YEARS OF COLLEBEICATION
After conpleting two years of college at Sierra Colle§ester Anita and the other young sisters

were sent to Dominican College in San Rafael for the last two years of college. What Sister Anit
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found most interesting at Dominican College whe great
mix of studensfrom all over the world. At the end dier four
years ofcollege,shereceiveda degree in political science.

Fdlowing graduation from Dominican Colleggister Anita
attended the University of the Pacific in Stockton for
weekendclasses once a montb obtain heraccreditationas

a certified teacher so she couldeach in anyschod in
California.

After receiving her certification at UOP, Sister Anita began
classes at Saint Mary College in Moraga where she completed
' YFadSNDRa RSINBS Ay 9RdzOI (A

Sister Anita as a Novice

For three summersSister Anitaattended classes at Notre Dame University in Indiana whbee
earnedadegree in liturgy.

Photo by John E Boll

Notre Dame UniversitySouth Bend, Indiana
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