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Keith Edward Canterbury,born on September30, 1929in Faribault, Minnesota, is the eldestof
two sonsborn to CharlesEdwardCanterburyand RoseArlene CampbellHisyoungerbrother is named
Dean Keithcomesfrom afamily of ministers;hisgrandfatherJosephCampbelivasa Methodist minister
for atime beforereturningto life onthe farm.

GROWING UP ON A FARM

Keithgrew up in Fairbaultand life wasfree and happyfor him. He and his buddieswould jump on their
bikesandride to the nearestlaketo swimandhavefuntogether.Heattendedelementaryandhighschool
in Faribaultuntil the eleventhgrade.Duringhis junior year,the Canterburyfamily movedto Minneapolis
whereKeithattended ThomasEdisonHighSchooln northeastMinneapolis.

KEITH’S CALL TO MINISTRY

Veryearlyin Keithis life, he felt calledto ministry. In his junior yearin high schoolhe had an epiphany.
Whenhe wasa child he went with hismotherto atent revival. Whenthe altar callwasgiven,hismother
had a hard time keepingKeithfrom walkingto the altar to professhis faith in JesusChrist.In his junior
year, Keith attended the Nazaree Churchand there was an altar call. Moved by the Holy Spirit, he
respondedto the altar calland cameforward to professhis faith in JesusAfter that professionof faith,
hisapproachto the Scripturesbecamemore literal and he sayshe becamea fundamentalistChristianfor
awhile.

KEITH BEGINS HIS CAREER IN THE NAVY
y = In 1946,at the ageof 17, Keithjoined the USNavywhichbegana 20
year careerin the Navy.After his basictraining, he wassentto the
SanDiegoNavalHospitalwhere he trained asa corpsman.TheNavy
“then transferredhim to Mare IslandNavalHospitalfor ayearanda
“fhalf. Fromthere he wasassignedo MATSVRS in Honolulu,Hawaii.
“fWhile In hisHawaiiassignmentKeithflew with the Air Forceall over
the Pacificto pick up wounded soldiersand bring them back to
Hawaiiand then on to the mainland.Thesewoundedsoldiersoften
receivedtreatment at TravisAFBHospitalin Fairfield.
Keith and Cora

KEITH MEETS HIS FUTURE WIFE CORA

marriedbythe Justiceof the Peacen Vallejoin 1949andbegargh
to attend the local Vallejo NazareneChurch. The following
month they renewed their marriage vows in the Nazareng
Church.

For two years, Keith worked at the naval dispensaryin the
navalshipyardsin Vallejo.He sayshis work in the dispensar
was a positive experiencefor him. At the hospitalthere were
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two Germanborn prisonersof war who were quadrupleamputeesand oncethey were ableto
get into their prostheseshey were able to move around on their own. Keithwas movedand

amazedby the strengthof their wills to take backtheir livesandlive asnormalalife asbestthey
could.

THE CANTERBURY CHILDREN
KeithandCorahavetwo daughtersRosellerandDeborahwhowerebornat the military hospital
on Mare Island,anda sonnamedCharlesvho wasborn at SharpdHospitalin SanDiego

Family Photos Courtesy of Father Keith Canterbury

The Canterbury Children — Rosellen, Deborah and Charles

SERVICE TO THE MARINE CORP

Keithwasthen attachedto the MarinesCorpandwent to Koreato work in afield hospitalunit.
He remainedin Koreafor a yearand a half. Temporarilyattachedto the Marines,he wasthen
loanedto the Army becauseof his interest in laboratory medicineand clinical pathology.He
workedin the lab at the ArmyHospitalin Okinawafor abouta year.

RETURN TO SAN DIEGO
Keith returned to the NavalHospitalin SanDiegowhere he took 18 months of training asa
laboratory technician,now called a laboratory scientist. Completinghis studiesin laboratory
sciencehe graduatedwith honorsandbecameateacherin the pathologylab. Hebeganworking
with cytopathologyandwassentto Fort Bakerin SanFranciscdo receivetrainingon howto set
up acytopathologylab.
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The Navy Base at Coronado, California

HOW THE CANTERBURY FAMILY CONVERTED TO CATHOLICISM

Duringhistime at FortBaker Keithspentweekdaysn SanFranciscandweekendsn SanDiego
to be with hisfamily. Onone of the weekendsn SanDiego,Keithwasdrivingwith hisoneanda
half yearold sonon hislap on hiswayto pickup hisdaughter. Unfortunately,Keithran a stop
signand hit the sideof a cardriven by a Jesuitpriest who wasdrivingthroughthe intercession.
Luckily,no onewasinjured, justthe carswere damaged.

Thenextday,Keithwentto the schoolwherethe Jesuitwasateacherto exchangeutoinsurance
information. Keithtold the priestabouta conversatiorhe and Corahadtwo daysbefore. Sitting
at the kitchentable havingcoffee,they discussedhe needto get backto churchbecausewith
their attention focusedon raigng their three children,they had drifted awayfrom church.

BeingagoodNazareneCorasaidto Keith,"Picka church,anychurch.Aslongaswe canworship
togetherasafamily,| am goodwith that." Keithaskedthe priest,“Doyou think Godis trying to

tell us something? The Jesuitresponded,“l don't know; but checkwith FatherKarrat Saint
PatrickChurchwhereyoulive.” KeithandCoratook that adviceandwentto talk with FatherKarr.
Thefollowing Easterthe entire Canterburyfamily becameCatholic.Therewasno RClAat that

time; they took privateinstructionwith FatherKarr.Keithwas33 yearsof agewhen he became
a Catholic.Soonatfter their entry into the CatholicChurch,the family becameactive in the

Catholic Youth Organization,the Christian Family Movement and later, the charismatic
movement.




ANECDOTAL EXPERIENCES

During his assignmentto the Naval Hospital he met a physicianwho was studying for his
PathologyBoards.The doctor was Catholicand through discussionsbout the faith, Keith and
the doctor becamegoodfriends. Thelab receivel slidesfor the board applicantsto study.Keith
often reviewed these slide and knew the diagnosis He and this doctor friend often pulled
practicaljokeson one another.Keithrecalk oneincidentwhenthe doctor broughthim a slideto
seeif he couldidentify the pathology.Havingseenthe slidepreviously Keithquicklyidentified it
asshowing® O &¢llC a r ¢ i nTakerdby strprise the doctorresponded* H odwl you know
t h a Kerhresponded' J @gobdguess:. It wastwo dayslater whenKeithtold the doctorthe
truth. Formanyyears Keithhasrememberedhiscloserelationshipwith the doctor.

Anothertime, corpsmanNormanB Colsonwasworkingwith a blacksoldieron base.Colsm, as
far asKeithknew,wasfrom the ClAand madedisparagingemarksaboutblacks Onedayduring
their conversationsthe KKkcameup and the Afro-Americansailorsaidto Colson,‘l wasin the
KKKuntil they steppedon my sheetand my coverwasblown.”

KEITH IS SENT TO OKINAWA WITH THE MARINES

While in SanDiego,Keithtook his board examsfor clinicallaboratorytechnologistand passed.
Healsodid part time work in local hospitals.Hisnext missionwith the Marineswasto Okinawa
andthen on to Viet Nam.He was stationed at the DaNanghospitaland was put in chargeof

collectingand clearingsoldierswho camein woundedor deadlike the MASHunit on television.
Heservedin VietNamfor aboutayear.

RETIREMENT FROM THE NAVY
SinceKeith was now clos to retirement, the Navy sent him backto the United States,to
Coronaddslandin SanDiego.Hewasattachedto achoppersquadronfor afew monthsandthen
transferredto the Navyfleet reserveor, aswe would callit, retirement. Hisretirementtook effect
in 1965at the ageof 36.
Keith and Cora
LIFE AFTER THE NAVY
Keith alreadyhad a job at the El CajonValleyHospita
before retiring from the Navy. He also worked for
Hillsideand HeartlandHospitalsin the SanDiegoarea
Hethenbecamearealestateagentin the SanDiegoarea
but real estatewasa hit and missbusinessHiswork in
real estate lasted about a year and he then took a job
with GlendaleFederalSavinggand Loanin SanDiegofor
ayear,makingFHAand Glloans.

Keiththen washired by a companyin LosAngelesthat
sold pneumatictools. Heworked asa salescoordinato
about a year in SanDiego, Washington,Denver and
PhoenixTucson.He saysthat was a tough job becausg
the companydid not havethe quality tools necessaryo
competewith the competitionin the marketplace.




CORA DIAGNOSED WITH CANCER

During this time of transition, Keithis wife Corawas diagnosedwith cancer.Theyhoped the
cancerwould be curablesinceit was caughtearly and the recoveryrate was good. However,
C o r familghada history of cancerwhichreducedthe oddsfor recovery

KEITH AND CORA TRAVEL THE USA

Keithand Coradecidedto selltheir housein Lakesideand purchaseda motor home and began
to travelaroundthe United Statesfor the nexttwo years Keithsays:*We got a greatlook at the
faceof the RomanCatholicChurchin this country. It wasan excitingtime. Thingswere growing
andchanging.

CHARLES AND JEANNE OSBORN

KeithandCoraknewCharlieOsbornwho openedaschoolof Catholic
Lay Evangelism.On their travels, they met up with Charlie in
Wisconsinand attended one of his meetings.Keith remembersa
memorable experiencewhen the group attending the meeting
gathered for a meal. While they were all eating, there developeda
gradualsenseof the presenceof the HolySpiritin the room. Thiswas
a deeplymovingmomentfor Keiththat hasstayedwith him to this
presentday.

While in Dayton, Keith and Corabecameinvolved with a Catholic

charismatigyroupthat did anecumenical.ifein the Spiritgatherings

in the DaytonArenawith 300to 500people.Theirtwo yearsof travel

around the United States provided Keith and Cora with many
experience®f how Godwasworkingamonghis people.Asthey traveledthe nation, Keithhada
directory that listed the meeting scheduleof charismaticgroupsthroughout the country. He
calledaheadto confirmthat the prayergroupwasmeeting.

SETTLING DOWN IN VALLEJO

Astheir fundsbeganto get low, KeithandCoraheadedbackto Vallejo.Keithsays'Werecognized
our needto stop for awhile and replenishour funds. We were visitingfriendsin Vallejo.It was
the EasterseasonWededicatedourselvego concentratedprayeranddiscernmento determine

what to do about our financialneeds.We decidedthat Vallejowasthe bestspotto settle. We

were marriedthere andwe hadfriendsthere.”

KEITH AND CORA BECOME ACTIVE AT SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENA PARISH

Keithtook ajob asa carpenters assstant. Asthey settledinto Vallejo,they attendedatalk given
by FatherGeraldRylewho waslivingin residenceat SaintCatherinerectory. FatherRylespoke
aboutMaryto alocalProtestantgroupandKeithand Coraattendedthe presentation.Theywere
greatlyimpressedby FatherRyleand followed him backto SaintCatherineChurchto tell him
what a greattalk he had given.Fromthat dayforward, Keithand Corabeganto attend Massat
SaintCatherineChurch.
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Saint Catherine of Siena Church, Vallejo

KEITH BECOMES A CURSILLISTA

Keithbecameactivein the Cursillomovementat SaintCatherineChurchandin 1985 made his
first Cursillo.Later,Coramade her Cursilloand sheloved the experienceln a matter of a few
weeks, it waslike they had beenin the parishforever. Keithand Corafell in love with the Saint
Catherinecommunityand Keithsaysthe love and supportof this groupwasa contributingfactor
in hisbecominga priest,

Threemonthslater, Keithinjured hisknee.While recuperating he enrolledin a clinicalpastoral
educationprogramat Mercy SanJuanHospitalin CarmichaelFatherColmO'Kelly pastorof Saint
Catherine hired Keithasa parishpastoralassistantKeithworked at the parishfor abouta year
until Father PhilWellswasassignedasparochialvicar.Keithsteppeddown sincethere wasnow
a secondpriestto servethe parish.He beganworkingat the parishschoolsettingup the school
computerlab andteachingthe childrenhow to usea computer.

KEITH ENTERS THE SACRAMENTO DIACONATE PROGRAM

Keith decidedto enter the diocesandiaconate programin 1986. In his secondyear in the
program, Cords cancerreturned and her health continued to deteriorate until she died in
Novemberl988.After her death,Keithappliedto the dioceseto enter the seminaryto studyfor
the priesthood.FatherTomBlandwho wasdiocesanvocationsdirector met with Keithandtold




him that unfortunately,at the age61, Keithwasbeyondthe diocesanagelimit for acceptance
into the seminary.

SACRED HEART SEMINARY, HALES CORNER, WI

Seminarian Keith Canterbury Makes his First Commitment to Priesthood

Diocesan Hesitation
Thedioceseis alwayshesitantto acceptolder peopleto beginstudiesfor the priesthood.The
reasonis practicaland reasonableif an older manis ordainedand becomesseriousill, the cost
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of treating the illnesscould put the diocesein financialjeopardy. Thatwasthe bishops concern
in Keith's casesincehe wasalready61 yearsof age.Keithpointed out that sincehe hada career
in the USNavy,any medicalcarehe might needin the future would be coveredby the Veterans
Administration.

Keithalsogivesthe CatholicHeraldsomecredit for helpingto influencethe bishop TheHerald
ran a story abouta manwho wasordaineda priest at age80, retired at age90 and died at age
96. Keithalsorecalledthe story of the persistentwidow who kept pesteringthe judge until he
finally gavethe womanjustice.

PERSISTENCE WINS THE DAY

After three persistentinquiries about entering the seminary,BishopFrancisQuinn made an
exceptionfor Keithandallowedhimto beginstudiesfor the priesthoodat SacredHeartSeminary,
Hales Corner, Wisconsin.Keith studied at Hales Corner for 4 year with other Sacramento
seminariandatrickHenry, TerryFulton,MichaelHebdaand JosepiNguyen.
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Photofrom SacredHeartSeminaryWebsite
Sacred Heart Seminary Chapel, Hales Corner

KEITH CANTERBURY ORDAINED A PRIEST

After completinghisfour yearsof theologicalstudiesat SacredHeartSeminaryat the age
of 65, KeithCanterburywasordaineda priestby BishopWilliamWeigandn the Cathedral
of the Blessedsacramenin Sacramentmn Junell, 1994with hisclassmatel erryFulton.

After a long and winding journey, Father Keith finally arrived at this important and
transformingday in hislife. Now he wasreadyto begina new chapterin hislife, serving
the peopleof Godin the dioceseof Sacrament@asan ordainedpriest of JesusChrist.




Bishop Weigand Ordains Keith Canterbury a Priest

FIRST ASSIGNMENTS

Keithsfirst assignedvasto SaintAnthonyParishin Sacramentavith FatherBrendanO Sullivan
who waspastor. After sixmonthsof servicethere, FatherKeithwastransferredto SacredHeart
Parish,RedBIuff with FatherSeanO Learywho was pastor. Keith sayshe and FatherO'Leary
workedwell togetherand he servedSacredHeartParishin RedBlufffor ayearanda half.

AWAY FOR A WEEKEND AND LOOK WHAT HAPPENED

FatherKeithwasaskedby a friendto cometo Notre Dame Indianato celebratehisparents 50th
weddinganniversary While Keithwasthere, BishopWeigandcalledthe parishin RedBluff to
speakwith him. WhenKeithreturned to RedBluff, he wastold that the bishopwaslookingfor
him. Keith called BishopWeigandand the bishoptold him he wanted FatherKeith to move
immediatelyto SaintPatrickParishin Weavervilleto be pastor. Thenextweek,FatherKeithwas
in Weavervile, succeedindg-atherJohnLawrencewho had beenappointedhospital chaplainat
MercyHospitalin Redding.

PASTOR OF WEAVERVILLE

FatherKeithservedaspastorof Weavervillefor a little more than 12 years.He sayshislife and
ministry in the CountySeatof Trinity Countywas outstanding.In spite of the snow, he loved
Weavervilleand continuesto live there in retirement.
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Saint Patrick Church, Weaverville
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FATHER KEITH’S ACHIEVEMENTS IN WEAVERVILLE

Father Keith believes his most important achievementin Weaverville was building the
ecumenicatommunitywith the other ministersin town. Theministerialassociationwasstrong
during those years when Father Keith was the Catholic pastor of Saint Patrick Parishin
Weaverville. Eventoday, people speak about how Father Keith touched their lives. They
appreciatedhiswise counselon familyissuesand struggleson how to dealwith childrenasthey
grow into youngadults.FatherKeithwasa wise,caringand compassionateastorof the parish
whichincludesWeaverville Lewiston,Hayforkand Trinity Center.

CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW PARISH HALL

Duringhis 12 year pastorate,FatherKeith guidedthe parishin its efforts to build a new parish
hall on the parishsite in Weaverville Theland waspurchasedoy FatherJohnLawrencewithout
diocesanapproval.However,it wasa wise purchaseat a fair price and the new hall standson
that site today.

Photoby JohnEBolI2016
The Weaverville Parish Hall is named “Saint Patrick Parish Canterbury Hall”

OTHER PARISH IMPROVEMENTS DURING FATHER KEITH’S TENURE

The parish also installed a new roof on Holy Trinity Churchin Hayfork, fenced the Catholic
cemeteryin Weavervilleand installed a sprinkler system,built a Way of the Crossbehindthe
church in Weaverville,and started an ecumenicalsoup kitchen which is run by a group of
churchesn town.




FatherKeithwasalsoa memberof the North ValleyCatholicSocialServicesin ReddingHe has
beenonthe localSociaServiceBoardfor about10years NVCS8peratesafree storein Hayfork
where clothingandhouseholdgoodsare givento peoplein needwithout cost.
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Holy Trinity Church, Hayfork

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

A parishionerof SaintPatrickParishconstructedthe Stationsof the Crossehindthe churchin
Weavervillewhere parishionerscan spend time in prayer. Before his retirement from the
Weavervilleparish, FatherKeith placeda memorialplaquealongthe Stationsin memoryof his
wife who died of canceron Novemberl5, 1988, sixyearsbefore Keithwasordaineda priest.

FATHER KEITH’S DAUGHTER DEBORAH LIVES IN WEAVERVILLE

After FatherKeith becamepastor of Weaverville his daughterDeborahand her husbandGary
retired and moved to Weavervillebecausethey love the area so much. Deborah and Gary
purchaseda home on the east side of town and FatherKeith purchaseda mobile home and
movedit on their property.Henow livesonly 200yardsfrom hisdaughtershome.Thishasbeen
anidealretirementlocationfor FatherKeith;closeto hisdaughterandin the communitywhere
he pastoredfor adozenyearsandislovedby the Weavervillecommunity.
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IN MEMORY OF
CORA MAE BOUNDS
CANTERBURY
LOVING WIFE & MOTHER
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Photoby JohnEBoll2016
Interior of Saint Gilbert Mission Church, Lewiston

FATHER KEITH’S REFLECTION ON HIS LIFE
Whenl askedFatherKeithhow he would summarizehislife’sjourney,he quicklyand simplysaid
this: “Whataride this hasbeen!Praisethe Lord"

FINAL THOUGHTS AND THANKS BY THE ARCHIVIST

FatherKeithturns 87 yearsof ageon September30,2016.Eventhoughthe diocesewashesitant
to allow him to studyfor the priesthoodbecauseof his ageandfear of future health needs he
hasnow beena priestfor 22 yearsand BishopQuinnwho acceptedhim for priestly studiesturns
950n Septemberll, 2016

Father Keith has servedthe parish community of Sairt Patrick Parishin Weavervilleand its
missionsof Lewiston,Hayfork, Trinity Centerand Mad Riverfor 12 yearsasa faithful shepherd.
He is loved and admired by his parishionersand the adults who became Catholicsin the
Weavervilleparishbecauseof FatherKeith's positiveand caringinfluence.

The encouragemenbof many people helped him perseverein his desireto becomea priest —
FatherCom O'Kellywho washis pastorat SaintCatherineParish SisterPatriciaSimpsorof the
diaconateprogram—especiallySisterConnieRaymondvho becamea Sisterof Mercyasawidow.
“SisterConnieis sojoyful,” Keithsays.”Shesaidthe end point is sogoodit’sworth the effort.”




TheChurchof Sacramentas gratefulto BishopQuinnfor acceptingKeithto beginhistheological
studiesfor priesthoodandto BishopWeigandwho ordainedhim a priest. AcceptingKeith has
turned out to be a gooddecisionon the part of both bishops.

| thankboth FatherKeithfor allowingmeto interview him and PatrickJoycevho wrote anarticle
about Keith Canterburyand Terry Fultonwhen they were ordainedpriests.Patricks article was
publishedin the June24, 1994 issueof the CatholicHeraldwhich | found helpful in preparing
FatherKeithslife story.

Thankyou, FatherKeith, for your faith, love and yearsof serviceto the people of Godin this
dioceseof SacramentoWe wish you good health and continuedlove and support from your
children, your friends and many parishionerswhose lives you have touched and who have
touched,affirmed andencouragedyou on your journey.We wishyou.. .

Photoby JohnEBol12016
A June Sunset in Weaverville 2016

THE FINAL YEARS OF FATHER KEITH’S LIFE

FatherCanterburycontinuedto live in his mobile home in Weavervillenextto hisd au g ht er
home during his last yearsof retirement. He continuedto enjoy good health for the most part

until the beginningof 2020when he suffereda serioussetback.He wastakento the hospitalin
Reddingnvhere he remaineduntil he died on Februaryl6,2020.




FUNERAL MASS FOR FATHER KEITH

The FuneralMassfor FatherKeith was held on Friday,February28, at SaintJosephChurchin
ReddingBishopJaimeSotowasthe main celebrantof the Mass,togetherwith about 25 priests
of the Dioceseof Sacramento.

Thehomilistat the MasswasDeaconMichaelMangas deaconat SaintJosephChurchin Redding
andagoodfriend of FatherKeith.After the Mass,there wasalunchservedin the parishhall.

In earlyMarch,the body of FatherKeithwasburiedin the VeteransCemeteryin SanDiegonext
to hiswife Corawhodiedin 1988.0nceagain Keithand Coraarereunitedin the Kingdomof God
for all eternity.

FUNERAL MASS FOR FATHER KEITH CANTERBURY

Photoby JohnEBoll
Gathering for the Funeral Mass
Saint Joseph Church, Redding
February 28, 2020




Bishop Jaime Soto Presides at the Funeral Mass

Photosby JohnEBoll
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Deacon Michael Mangas is the Homilist
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Lord,
Wethankyouforthetwentyfiveyeas of
Ministryyougaveo FatheKeithasapriest

OftheDiocesef Sacramento.

Hewasagentlehephetdyouipeople
Whogrewo lovehimforhiscompassionate
pastoratardothenovetheyears.

Youhavesalledhimhoméo yourKingdom

Oflightandpeacédayheandhiswife
CorgraisgoumHolyNamdorever
In thejoyofyouiKingdoroflightandpeace.

EternaltesgrantothemQLord,
andetperpetuaightshinaiporthem.

Amen




Father Keith Canterbury




