DIOCESE OF SACRAMENTO
2110 Broadway • Sacramento, California 95818 • 916/733-0200 • Fax 916/733-0215
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

September 16, 2019
Dear Brothers:
On June 7th and 8th the diocese hosted anti-racism workshops in response to the US Catholic Bishops’ Pastoral
letter, “Open Wide Our hearts: The Enduring Call to Love.”
For the past several months, a diocesan Anti-Racism Task Group has been diligently working to explore and
recommend key solutions to address the racism that still pervades our Church and society today. The task
group held numerous listening sessions in the high schools, parishes, diocesan offices and is putting together a
training programming to equip our staff, teachers, clergy, and others to constructively engage in dialogue
about racism.
The task group is also bringing the play “Tolton: From Slave To Priest” to the Diocese of Sacramento. The
play is about the life of Venerable Augustus Tolton, the first Black American priest in the United States. This
play will be performed at multiple locations in the diocese. See attached flyers for more information.
I strongly encourage the members of the clergy to participate in the following action items:
1. Attend one of the showings of the Tolton play. Organize a parish delegation to attend the nearest showing
as well.
2. Provide leadership at your respective parishes. Call for positive action against any form of racial
discrimination or bias at our homes, parishes, schools, and communities, by integrating the community issues
in your homilies, convening listening sessions, committing to participate in the upcoming dialogues, and
providing space for healing.
3. Support the work of the committee. Offer your assistance or that of parishioners who may be interested in
this project.
4. Read the Pastoral Letter: Open Wide Our Hearts, http://usccb.org/_cs_upload/issues-and-action/humanlife-and-dignity/racism/271721_3.pdf .
The Sacramento Region has endured difficult episodes of social unrest in the last couple of years. This has
unsettled us and many of our parishioners. There is much good that we can contribute as a Catholic
community but we also must foster a culture of dignity and respect so that our actions are effective and
credible. May God bless us in this journey of faith and reconciliation in Northern California. May the
intercession of our Blessed Mother, Santa María de Guadalupe help us walk as good disciples of her Son,
Jesus.
Respectfully,

+Jaime Soto
Bishop of Sacramento

Saint Luke Productions Presents

Performed Live by Jim Coleman

Sunday, September 22

Wednesday, September 25

Sunday, September 22 at 7:15pm
Refreshments 6:15pm · Play 7:15pm
St. Anthony Parish

Doors Open 7pm · Play 7:30pm
Sacramento State Newman Center

St. Anthony Parish

660 Florin Road, Sacramento

5900 Newman Court, Sacramento

Monday, September
Thursday,
September 26
660 Florin23
Road, Sacramento,
CA 95831

Refreshments 5pm · Play 6pm
St. Patrick - St. Vincent High School Gym
Admission:

$15 online 1500 Benicia Road, Vallejo
$20 at the door

Cocktails 6pm · Play 7pm
St. Francis High School
GetTheater
Tickets

at:

5900 Elvas Avenue, Sacramento
www.scd.formstack.com/forms/tolton

For tickets and additional info, visit: www.scd.org/tolton

for ages 10 and up. Show length is 75 minutes. Sponsored by
the Diocese
Sacramento.
Sponsored
byofDiocese
of Sacramento
Suitable forSuitable
Ages 10
& Up

www.ToltonDrama.com

