Bishop Myron Joseph Cotta

Priest of the Diocese of Fresno
Auxiliary Bishop of Sacramento
Bishop of the Diocese of Stockton




Myron Joseph Cottavas born onMarch 21, 1953 in Dos RalCalifornia, son ofDanielEdward

Cotta and Mary Barbara MartirHis paternal grandparents Jog Inacio Cota and Mariana

Martins, and maternal grandparentdgsé Martins andMaria Mercedes Xaviemnwere natives of

the Island of Terceira in the Azord3oth familiesook the courageous step to leave their home

in Terceiraand sailto America, bringing with them their languagbeir Portuguesesulture and

their Catholic faitha @ NR y Qa LJ NBy (i a ¢ S MBeflistydiratiantitizers 6fA F 2N/
the United States.

I TGSNJ a@ NPy Qa 3INJI y R LitheyBega the draNdudi tadS dreghatfigintor £ A T2 N.
American life learred to speak Englishand beganoperating a dairy businesgn Dos Palos
Merced Countyin the greatSan Joquin Valleyof California

Maternal GrandparentdVaria Mercedes Xaer and José Gongalvédartins, 1960s
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a & NB y Q &, DanieNdBwaid &otta and Mary Barbara Martimarry on October 1, 1952

STRONG CATHOLIC FAMILY

Myron says his family was ve@atholic and his grandparents played a significant role in his
developing Catholic faith. His parents were supportive of him andother Benny and two
sistes Marilyn and Annette They made sure their childrereceived their sacraments of
initiation, atended Catholic schog] participated in SundayMass and suppoed their parish.As

a child,Myron always had an attractioio the Catholic Gurch. In elementary school one of the
sisterstold him 6Oy’ S RI' &8 @2 dzQNBE 3J2Ay 3 (2 KXS NA LNRS 35AN




MYRONBEGINS HIS GROWTH ADMYELOPMENT

The Terrible Twos

Five Years of Age First Grade




Myron at Twelve

PALOSITOE S

Myron attends Sacred Heart School in Dos PalGs
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Courtesy of Bishop Cotta
Myron as aunior in High School

RECONNECTS TO HIS CATHOLIC FAITH

Some of the lessons of his early years got buried durirgg N2 hygk school and college years
but resurfaced during his mi#0s. He reconnected with the church after a personal faith
conversion in his life. Little by little, things unfolded for him. He became involved in his parish
againand parishionerdeganto askhim if he had considered becoming a priest.

Myron says an element of his vocation to the priesthood came fronptreshcommunitythat
plantedin himthe seedof the priesthood and urged him to consider the possibilidyring this
time, he worledin agrocery store in Dos Palo&s time passed, the developmentia vocation
to the priesthood began to unfold.




ENTERS SAINT JOHN SEMINARY IN CAMARILLO
Myronl LILJE ASR G2 {FAYyd W2KYy {SYAYINEB AYy [ Yl
F2N) YSS L gAff Seinyidy lile dgieedavireMyrorSayiaghtin@ K ahdearned
KAda oF OKSf 2NRa RSAINBS I yR I nSeninarg NDamariteS 3 NB

- -
23
X Ry o
-
"‘h‘:

ol

(S

rrivereerss,

.
-

.
2
z

a s ’ ¥

5 W::7113274;
3. f:‘.;}';- }jj}. 3333
T

-

P

- - a -
R S Gt b e e ‘:.'.'0
-

»

Photo courtesy of Bishop Cotta
Saint John College and Seminary, Camarillo, CA

ORDAINED A PRIEST FOR THE DIOCESE OF FRESNO
Myron was ordaineda prieston September 12, 1987 by Bishop Joseph Madera for the Diocese
of Fresno.

PhotoCourtesy of Bishop Cotta
Myron Cottais ordained a Priest by BishoposéMaderain Saint Anthony Church, Fresno
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Photo courtesy of Bishop Cotta

Father CottaCelebrates his First Mass Sacred Heart Church, Dos Palos, CA
FIRST ASSIGNMENTS

CFHOGKSNI /20041 Qa T A NA ip SdinaAnthaayParslyid Atwater. Had sSpadih S &

his pastoral year as a deacon aatiparish and during the summée attended the University of
SantaBarbarafor studies in Portugues&rowing up in a Portuguese family, Myron spoke some
Portuguesebut it was not fluent. His studies atthe university improved his ability to
communicate in Portugueséie returned to Saint Anthonlparish after higriestly ordination
and continuedhis ministry therdor the nexttwo years 1987 to 1989

Photo from Google website

Saint Anthony Church, Atwater
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ASSIGNED TO THE SHRINE OF OUR LADY OFHRA'AMAN

FatherMyron wasthen assignedas administratoto the shrine of Our Lady of Fatima in the town
of Latonwhichis 10 miles north ofHanford Masses werecelebratedin English, Spanish and
Portuguese. Heerved this parish community for three yeagit®om 1989 t01992

Photo from parish website

Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima, Laton

OUR LADY OF MIRACLES PARISH, GUSTINE

Father Myrom @ext assignment was as pastor@fir Lady of Miracles Parish in Gustioethe
next seven years, from 1992 to 199




APPOINTED VICAR GENERAL OF THE DIOCESE

Several years after the arrival Bfshop Joh Steinbockasbishop
of the Diocese of Fresno, happointed Father Cottaas Vicar
Generaland Moderatorof the Curiafor the Dioceseof Fresng
serving in that capacity famwelve years.He alsoserved Fresno ag
Vicar for Priests for sevemadars.

Pope John Paul Il named Father Cotta a Chaplain of His Ho
with the title of monsignor in 2002. Pope Benedict XVI named
a Prelate of Hononi2009. Bishop JohnhSteinbocknstalledFather
Cotta as a monsignor in the Diocese of Fresno.

Father Cotta Installed as a Monsignor by Bishop Steinbc

Photo courtesy of Bishop Cotta
Bishop John T Steinbock witilonsignor Myron J Cotta

NAMEDDIOCESAN ADMINISTRATOR

. AaK2 L) { belth pepanQd dedine and he was diagnosed with cancer. He died on
December 5, 2010. Aftdnisdeath, the Diocesan Consultors electddnsignor Cottdo serve as
Administrator ofthe Diocese of Fresno until a new bishop was appoiritkxbn the appointment

of Bishop Armand&XavierOchoa as bishop of Fresidonsignor Cotta continued servigVicar
Generalfor the Diocese of Fresno ftine next two years.
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APPOINTED AUXILIARY BIBKIE SACRAMENTO BY POPE FRANCIS

Monsignor Cotta received telephonecall on
December 5, 201#&rom the Apostolic Nuncio
in Washington DC asking if he was willing to
acceptt 2 LJS  Cddll to/b@coraeCauxiliary
bishop of Sacramento. This was an
unexpected call for Monsignor Cottaboth
humbling and affirmingthat Pope Francis
would call him to this new role of ministry
MonsignorCottaacceptedthe appointment

The official announcement of his appointasl
bishop was made in Washington, Cbd
Sacramentoon January 24, 2014. He was
named Titular Bishop of Muteci and Auxiliary
Bishop of Sacramento. A news conference
with Bishopelect Cottatook placeat Sacred
Heart ParisiSchoolin Sacramentdhat same
morning

Photo by Cathy Joyce
Announcement ofEpiscopaAppointment

ARRIVAL IN SACRAMENTO

As BishogelectCottabegan his transitiofrom Fresndo Sacramentphemade the decision

G2 ftAQS |G GKS tNASAGaQ wSUANBYSyYyd =Aff |3
secured a residence for him. Hesidedat thet NA ¥#lageif@ two yearsand moved toa

house in Land Paskhen it wasready for him.

EPISCOPAL ORDINATIONBIIHOFELECMYRON COTTA

The date of the episcopal ordination of BiskhBlect Cotta was MarcR5, 2014 in the
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament in Sacraméntthe presence of élled Cathedralwith

bishops, priests and the People of God, the threeaomohg bishopsvere Jaime Soto, Bishop

of Sacramento, Armando Xavier Ochoa, Bishop of Fresno, and retired Bishop José de Jes(s
Madera Uribe, M.Sp.S of the Archdiocese for the Military Servwél the solemn laying on

of hands of these three bishopsmdthe prayer of consecration, Monsignor Myron Cotta was
ordainedto the Order ofBishop.




PHOTOGRAPHS-THE EPISCOPAL ORDINABYIKATHY JOYCE
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Monsignor Cotta lies prostrateluring the Litany of Saints
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With the Imposition of Hands, Bishop Soto Invokes the Holy Spirit to Consecrate Bishop Cotta
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Laying on of Handby Bishop Francis A Quinseventh Bishop of Sacramento




Anointingthe Head of Bishop Cottaith Sacred Chrism
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Bishop Cottas presentedto the Community
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The Bishops wha@oncelebratedthe OrdinationMass
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Bishop Cotta with his Family after the Ordination

Bishop CottaBegins his Work as Auxiliary Bishop of Sacramento
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