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Richard Collins Dwyeawas born in San Francisco on August 14, 1915, the s@rilledm Patrick
Dwyerand Ethel ClareHe wasaptized in Saint Monica Church in San Francisco.
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grandfather, Captain Thomas Dwyeras partowner of the Delta King and Delta Queen river
boats which transportedpeople and goods from San Francisco to Sacramehiring the
California Gold Rush boom and beyombe Dwyer family would later establish the Delta Freight
Line in Northern California that transported goods by truck throughout California.

In the spring of 1885, a year befotbe Diocese of Grass Valld®ecame the Diocese of
SacramentoCaptainDwyerpurchasel a parcel ofandin his own nameon 11" and K Streetfor
Bishop Manoguas the future site of a newathedralfor Sacramento

RICHARBEGINS SCHOOL

TheDwyerfamily settled in Sacramento and young Richard begapriigary educatiorat David
Lubin School for his first and second gradeis. pdirents then sent hinto Christian Brothers
Schoobn 12" and K Streetacrossthe streetfrom the Cathedraand aftergraduating from the
eighth grade, bk continuedhis educatiorat the new Christian Brothers High Schoain 22 and

Broadwayfor the nextfour years

Photo courtesy of Christian Brothers High School
Christian Brothers High Schqd 15t and Broadway Saramento
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RICHARENTERSAINT JOSERMDLLEGEOUNTAIN VIEW

Duringhis high schoolyearsat ChristianBrothers, Richardbld his Presbyteriamrmother he was
thinking of becoming &hristian Bother. She respondexi Théy lived t@ shabbily. If you want to
become apriest thatmight be alrightt In 1932hewas acceptedio Saint JoseplollegeSeminary
in Mountain View andifter completing two years ofollege he moved to Saint Patrick Seminary
in Menlo Park where heompletedcollege and begahisfour yearsof theological studies

Photoby John E Boll

Saint Patrick Seminary, Menlo Park, CA

ORDAINED A PRIEST

Richard was ordained a priebly Bishop Robert J Armstrorigr service to the Diocese of
Sacramento on May 18, 1940 in the Cathedral of the BleSsedamentEleven years earliene

had served as an acolyte at the installation of Bishop Armstrong as the fourth bishop of the
Diocese of Sacramento.

BEGINNINGIISPRIESTLY MINISTRY

After his ordination to the priesthood, Father Dwywasfirst appointed as assistant pastasf
the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament in Sacramento. He served at the Capaehfafor
eight years, 1940 to 194&inder the leadership oMonsignors Thomas Horgan and Gerald
h Q5 NR & O 2 frdctorgoKtde Catleti&iuring those years

While serving as assistaait the Cathedral, Father Dwyenlisted Cathedral parishionets help
transform the basement of the Cathedral into a U.Sl@ for soldiers during World War 1. After
the war, hewas instrumental in reaghg out to youngCatholican the greater Sacramento area
by creatingthe John Carroll Guild at the Cathedral where young single Catholitd meet and
socialize.Through this social ministry, many young Catholics met their future sgoase
enjoyed hapy andsuccessful marriagess a result othis ministry.




Father Dwyehelped found the Saint Thomas Aquinas Library and the Sacramento Serra Club. Hi
name was also associated with Catholic Action, Family Life Bureau and Industrial and Labd
Relations.

ASSIGNED AS EDITOR OFCATEIOLIC HERALD

After an active and fruitful eight years at the Cathedral, in71.B&hop Armstrong appointed
Father Dwyenseditor of the Superior California Catholic Registdrnch was part of th&egister

chain of CatholinewspapersTwo years later, he helpe@turn the paper back tahe Catholic

Herald the original name of the papewhen it was foundedn 1908 and now owned and
published entirely by the Diocese of Sacramento

Photo from the Diocesan Archives

Bishop RobertlArmstrong

Bishop Armstrongalso appointed FatherdohnTerwilliger as associate editor of the diocesan
newspaper Father Terwilliger was ordained two years after Father Dveyef these two were
friends from seminary day3hey workedclosel together at the papefrom November 1947 to
November 1952

During this time at theCatholic HeraldFathers Dwyer and Terwilliger -emthored a weekly
O2ft dzyy Ay (KS Yisogtdeed thafvbf Gstb & vias Rpopular featurgrinted
on the opinioneditorial page. In this column, the two priests shared their views on the news of
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the day as well agiscussegbolitical and religious issues. The first column appeared in the March
14, 1948 issue of the paper.

In the last column by thestwvo priests on November 13, 1952, Father Dwyer called the joint
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Photo from the Diocesan Archives

Father Dwyerat a SerraClub Luncheonvith Bishops BellMcGucken and Governor Pat Brown
1962

FATHER DWYBRILDSHE SACRAMENTO NEWMAN CENTER

One day while at the Cathedrdtather Dwyerread in the Sacrameo Bee that the State of
Calibrnia wasplanningto build a state college by the American River on J Stwghout delay,

he identified a piece of property acrosise streetfrom the proposed college entrance and
purchased it. Hbuilt a center there and gave it to the Diocese of Sacramento. This became the
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Sacramento Catholillewman Center that has served the student community at Sacramento
State University ever since.
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Photo by John E Boll
Sacramento Newman Center, a gift frofatherDwyer

APPOINTED FOUNDING PASTOR OF RANCH CORDOVA
On January 15, 1958, Bishop Joseph T McGucken, then bishop of Sacramento, appointq
Father Dwyer as founding pastor of the new parish of Saint John Vianney in Ranchc
Cordova. Thestablishmentof this parishwas inresponse to the growing population in
the area due to theapid growth ofthe Aero JetGeneralAerospaceplant just northeast
of Mather Air Force Basa the Rancho Cordova area. At the heighigrowth, Aero Jet
employed 20,000 worksat the Rancho Cordova plant

CREATINGHE W PARISH
To begin the new parish in Rancho Corddvaacres ofand were secured onColoma Way
and Father Dwyerpurchased a surplus barracks from Mather AFB which became the

temporary churchHe then began raising money tconstructpermanentfacilities on the
parish site




The first permanent buildingaere a rectory for the prieds, a schooland convent After
completing this firsphase of constructiorthe next task was building a permanestturch

CREATION OF THE MR & MRS CLUB

It becamequickly evident to Father Dwyer that many of his new parishioners cémmm
many placesoutside of the Sacramento area am@d noextendedfamily close by so he
created the Mr and Mrs Club at the parishgmvidea way forparishionergo becomepart
of a newfamily.
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Photo from the St John Vianney Parish Archives
This barrackspurchased from Mather AFBecame the first church

Photos from the St John Vianney Pari8inchives
The first church is readied for liturgical use
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Photo from St John Vianney Parish Archives

Father Dwyer celebrates the first Mass in themporary churchin 1958

Left to right: SisTER M. NoraH, SisTER M. WALTER, SisTER M. BeDE, SisTer M. JEANNETTE,
StsTER M. GERvAIsg, SisTerR M. Marjory

Photo from St John Vianney Parisithives
Dominican Sisters of San Rafaeére the first teachers athe parish school
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CONSTRUCTION OF PARISHCHURCH

%

Photo from St John Vianney Parish Archives
Groundbreaking ceremony for the new church on September 14, 1963

The nextphasein the life of Saint John Vianney Parish was the planniimgncing and
construction of the new churchilToday, a we look athow quicklythe parish developedit is
amazing to see how Father Dwyer and t@mmunitywere able to build so many facilities i
such a short time. In just five years, aftrst building a school, convent and rectory, the
communitywas able tduild the permanent church.

In the photograph above of the groundbreaking ceremony, students of the parish school and
parishionersoutlined the floor plan of the new church. This enablederyoneto get a sense of
what their new church would look like when it was built.

A BQJLDERFROM THE DWYER RANBEEOMESHE BASE OF THE NEW ALTAR
Father Dwyer made the decisitmbring a bouldefrom his ranch ithe Mount Akum ¢ Plymouth
areato be the base of the new altar in the church.

After selecting the rock, it was transported by truck to the church site where it was set and
cemented in placelhe Saint John Vianney Parish community waelébratethe Eucharist daily

on that large rockand be remindedf Psalmil8:2¢ K A OK & I & & my rack ifySortfess NR
and my delivere® ¢
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Photo by John E Boll
Saint John Vianney Church, Rancho Cordova

Photo by John E Boll

Sanctuary of Saindohn Vianney Church
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FATHER DWYER NAMED A MONSIGNOR

Succeeding Bishop McGucken as bishop of Sacramento was Bishop Alden J Bell who was
auxiliary bishop in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. After his arrival in Sacramento, Bishop Be
becamequicklyaware that Father Dwyer wasceeatve, skilled and talented priesh the diocese.
In 1965, he requesd Pope Paul VI to name Father Dwyer a monsigRape Paumade the
appointmentto acknowledgeand thankFather Dwyefor hisoutstanding work in the diocese.

Sy
You are cordially invited to attend the
&umony of noestitune
of
Domestic Puelates and Papal Chamberlains
in the
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament
Sasramento, California
on Sunday, the nincteenth of December
nineteen hundred and sixty-fioe
at thiee o'clock in the afternoon
Most Reverend Alden [J. Bell, D. D.
Bishop of Sacramento
Officiating

c/?zuption: fmpiu HKRoom  Hotel Senator
at fou.z o’clock in the aftmnoon
12¢h and L Streets

Invitation to the Ceremony of Investiture
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ECUMENICAL WORK

hyS 27F a2y ailiyoag\iteresisevNEramenism. Perhajiscame from his
experienceof growing up in a family where his father was Catholic and his mother Presbyterian.
He provided the Sacramento community with a vision of ecumenism many years before it was g
national and global focus for diverse religious faiths. He devoted himselfildiroua greater
understanding between differing faith traditions and established a spirit of oneness and co
operation through working together for theommongood of the community. Athe thingshe

did was done with a sense of commitment and zeal, fuddgdhis faith, love, humor and
friendship which he shared with all.

In 1972, le was elected the first president of the newly established Church Service Bureau in
SacramentoMonsignor Dwyer saidt L 'Y @SNE LINPdzZR® hNARIAYL f f
GKSe aSSYSR 42 | yEA2dza (2 KIF @S | w2 ¥Heabded | i K
OKFG adKAE A& 6KIFG /KNRAG LINF &SR F2N Fd
a2YSUKAY3IA:T Al oAttt ySOSNIo0S R2ySoé

As time passed, the leaderstbe Church Service Buredacided to change the name and vision
of the Bureau to be more inclusive of all religious traditions. The new name of this organization
becamethe Interfaith Service Bureau

RETIRES AS PASTOR

At the age of 65after forty years a a priest and twentywo years as pastor of Saint John Vianney
Parish, Monsignor Dwyer decided it was time to turn over leadership of the parish to someone
else who could bring frestlideasto the parish he established in 1958ucceeding Monsignor
Dwyer as pastor was Father Michael McKedro would lead the parish for the next ten years,
1980 to 1990.

Monsignor Dwyer turns over parish leadership to Fathdichael McKeon
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DIRECTOR OF THECONATE PROGRAM

Monsignor Dwyer insied that he was not retiring but would involve himself in other areas of
ministry. Just as soon dse concludedhis pastorate in Rancho Cordova, he becametifuk
director of the Permanent Diaconate in the Diocese of Sacramento. Heés@icK S LIS NJY |
diaconate holds all sorts of promise. Not only because it resttire third order ofordained
ministry,but because | think it really illustrates very forcefully the role of lay ministry. Wherever
the diaconate becomes established, lay mia G NA Sa adlF NI LJ2 LJILJAy 3 dzL
GGKSNBE IINB f20a 2F FINBrFra gKSNB fle& LIS2L)XS
YdzaA O IyR OFNB 2F (GKS aA01® ¢KS NRBfS Aa ai
Working with Monsignor Dwyer in the diaconate prograsiassociate directovas Franciscan
SisterSherylMarshall who was a good team member in the program. Succeeding Ststeyl
was Domintan Sister Patricia Simpson, OP who served as associate dfoedtmee years until
Monsignor Dwyer decided to step down after serving as director for ten years.

Sister Patricia became director of the Diaconate Program in 1988 with Father Michael Cormach
who was involved in the program for many years and was appoiicarfor Deacons.

DIRECTOR @FOCESAN OFFICEEQRJMENSM
As soon as Monsignor Dwyer concluded his work as director of the Diocesan Diaconate Progran
he became director of the Diocesan Office of Ecumenism.

MONSIGNOR DWYER CELEBRATES HIS GOLUDERN OBEORDINATION

Catholic Herald Photo by Fr George Schuster, SDS
MonsignorDwyer celebrates his 50 Anniversary of Priesthood with priests of the diocese
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