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Bridget Mary Flynn was born on January 6, & Mallow, Ireland the youngest of six
children born to James Flynn and Bridget Hasde¢r brothers and sisters are Charlie, Elsie,
Johnny, JimmgndJerry.

BRIDGET BEGINS HER EDUCATION IN MALLOW

As she began her primary years of schoBfjdget attendedthe schoolrun by the Sisters of
Mercy in Mallow, County Corkhe then transferred t&int Mary Secondary School in Mallow.
During this timeFather Patrick Kennegyocation directorfor the dioceg of Sacramentocame
to Irelandto recruit priests. He wagiven permissiono speak at some of the schaoin Ireland.
He alsomet with youngwomen who were interested in enteringeligious life.Bridget spoke
with him and e suggested that she contadig Auburn Sistersof Mercy who had a house in
Abbeylands.

PREPOSTULANT WITH THE SISTERS OF MERCY

Bridget followed through withthe suggestionmade by Father Kennedgnd contacted the
Mercy Sisters. Thaisters checketier background anth 1953acceptedBridgetas a candidate
Shewent to Abbeylands outside Tralee in County Kerry where thepm&ulany was held.
Bridgetremained in Abbeylands for seven months as wlaged for an Americarvisato travel
to Auburn, CaliforniaDuring her time as a prpostulant she toolclasses on American History,
Latin and an introduction to religious life.

SSTER BRIDGET, A POSTUBANIIHE AUBURN MOTHER HOUSE

In May 1954 at the age of 8, Bridgetarrived inAuburn

where she began her journey in religious life asa

postulant. Her postulancy was forsix months and then
shereceived thereligioushabit on November 11, 1954
taking the name of Sister Mary de Saleslaslseganher

two yearnovitiate.

The first yearof novitiate was hercanonicalyear when
shefocusel on prayer and religious lifd'he second year
continuedwith a focus on living theeligious lifebut also
included classesin American Historytaught by Sister
Mary ClementEnglish Literature taughdy Sister Mary Evangelistthies with Father Cornelis
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collegestudies.
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Sisters of Mercy Mother House, Auburn
HRST VOWS
On November 20, 1956, Bridgetadeher first vows as a Sister of My in theAuburnconvent
chapelduring the6:30 amMass She remained in Auburn another ydarcontinueher studies
Shejoined with the other sisters in doingnanuallabor around the conventSix yeas later in
1962, Sister Mary de Sales took her fimalvs as a Sister of Mercy. With the changesated
by the Second Vatican Council, siesumed usindper baptismal name oBridgetMary.

SSTER BRIDGBTTEACHING CAREER

In August 1957 Sister Bridgetbegan teaching atSaint
JosephPrimarySchod on Seventh and G Streeits Sacra
mento, followed by a year teaching mathemaics and
Frenchat Saint Joseph Academ@hetaught one year at
Holy Spirit School in Sacramergnd then beganher high
schoolteachng careerat Bishop Armstrong High School,
Saint Francis High SchoolMercy High Schooland
Manogue High School. Sister Bridgetvedasa teacher
vice principal andprincipal of Mercy High Schqol
Carmichaefor almost 15years.

Sister Bidget
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ON-GOING EDUCATION

Sister Bridgetvas a studenat the Universityof San Francisdoom 19591961and receiveder

BA degreein 1961.In 1968 ke earned herY | & ( S NI an hiR&@yFiid SSE For her
Y I & (i theNiFshe translatedThe Role ofReligion in the French Revolution up to 1794rom

the originalFrenchinto the Englisnanguage By attending summer schoolassesat California
State University, Sacramenshieearneda Secondary School Administa@tiCredential in 1974.

AWARDED A FULBRIGHT SCHOLARSHIP TO STUDY IN PARIS

Because of hesharpmind, Sister Bridget was awardedFalbright Scholarshign 1980681 to
study in Paris. Durinthat year of studyshe also taught American Histaiy French secondary
studentsin the French languagéVhile in Paris she took classes at the Ecole Bibliquehand
SorbonneUniversity Shehad become proficient in the French languagduring her years of
study with the Mercy Sisterat Mallow.

FUND DEVELOPER FOR THE SSJERERCY
After returning from studies in Paris, Sister Bridgeas giventhe taskto developa strategic
plan to raise funds for the ongoing work of the Sisters of Ma@rdhe Sacramento dioces8he
worked out of the Development Office at the Motherhouse in

Auburn from 198183. Sister Bridget took on this task with gregt
focus andenergy and wasery successful inaising money for |
the works of the Mercy Sisters.

While workingin the Mercy Development Offic&ister Bridget :
offered to help Father Keith Kenny who wagpointed by =
Bishop Quinn to develo@m pastoral plan for the diocese O
Sacramato. Sister Bridget helped with this project buéfore it

was completed, Father Kenny diedexpectedlyon December
20, 1983. This was a great shock to Sister Bridgdta serious
loss to Bishop Quinandto the whole Church of Sacramento

Father Keith Kenny

Sister Bridgetwas appointedprincipal of Manogue High Schooh 1983 succeeding Sister
Katherine DoyleRSMwvho had served as principal for a number of years

BISHOP QUINN ASKSSTERRIDGETO BECOMBIOCESAN CHANCELLOR

IN1986. A aK2LJ CNI yOA& vdZAyy>S AYLINB&aaSR gAilK
administrabr, contacked Sister Maura Powewrho was the Major Superiaf the Auburn Mercy
Sistersto discussthe possibility ofaskng Sister Bridget to become charlmg of the diocese
Sister Maurabelieved that Sister Bridget woulthoosenot to leave her teaching career, but if
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principal?

Sister Maura contacted Sister @&get and told herof
Bishop Quina A .yi2j d4A N& (i S dtdatsurpized Q a
Sister Bridget said she waslling to acceptthe position

of Diocesan Chancelldrecausethe possibilites of that

new challengewere exciting toher.

SSTER BRIDGEAMEDDIOCESAKNHANCELLOR
After ®rving asvice-chancellor for a yearBishop Quinn
appointed Sister Bridget chancellor of the diocese in
1987. She waghe first woman to serve in @t postin
the history of the Diocese of Sacramento

Sister Bridgetbegan a tred in the diocese because
succeeding heas chancellor was Sister Eilednright
RSMwho served as Bishop S A 3 | ghidhé&eBor and

now laywoman Kathy Conner serves .as\ a K2 LJ { 2
chancellor.

Bishop Francis A Quinn

AsSister Bridgebeganher work as chancelloishefound Bishop Quineasy to work withand
very considerate. Sheasinvolvedwith diocesanfinanesand wasa member of the team that
interviewed candidates for the position of Chief Financial Officer of the dioce3®m
McNamarawas selectedand hiredto direct the Diocesan Finance Departmemt 1993 a
position he has held for the past 22 years.

A SJDDEN LIFELTERING MOMENT

Sister Bridget continuedorking on diocesan planningith MonsignorRobertWalton andMr
Tom McNamaralt was in the afternoon ofune 29, 1993s Sister Bridgewvas about to begin a
meeting at theChancery Officghen locatedin the buildingbehind the Cathedrathat shewas
stricken with an iner-cranial hemorrhage deep withiher brain. She wasushed to Mercy
GeneralHospitaland remainedin a coma foweeks Her doctors did not expecher to survive.
It wasa miracle that she finally regained consciousnesssiomlybeganto speakagain

A LONG WAY TO RECOVERY

After months of rehabilitation, Sister Biget recoveed some of her mobility although she
never regaired her energy and independenc&hereturned to the Mercy Mother Housein
Auburnwhere shenow lives.
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THE CHURCH OF SACRAMENTO THANKS SISTER BRIDGET FOR HER YEARS OF SERVI({t

Sister Bridget became chancellor of the diocese at a very important tiofiediocesan
development. Working with Father Keith Kenny t¢ceate a diocesan strategic plan and
developing job descriptions for diocesan and parish personnel and ministassimportant
contributions she made to the diocesan churcfihe only regret was that her years
leadershipas chancellor were cut short by her medical crisis.

SSTER BRIDGET TODAY

At the present time Sister Bridgetives life, though now limitedwith her religiouscommunity
of sisters at the Auburn conventhere she began hespiritualjourney as a Sister of Meray
1954 Shepatrticipatesin daily Eucharist with the sisters amdays for the well-being of her
former students and theeople of theChurch of Sacramém that she servedo faithfullyfor
the past 61 years

We thankSister Bridget foher generosity service andove. We wisther D 2 Rgibt&f peace as
sheawaitsthe glory to come for alvholoveGod and serv® 2 RQa LJS2 L) S o

Pictures of Sister Briget MaryFlynnover the Years

L- R:Ssters Maura Power, Kathleen Horgan, Margret Herbert & Briddyédry Flynn
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Sister Bridget Mary FlynrRSM




-
L

SisterBridgetMary and Sister Mary Clestine

Left: Bridget Hassett Flynn, Mother of Sister Bridget Mary Flynn
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