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M onsignor Gerald Joseph OõDriscoll 
Native Son of Tralee, County Kerry, Ireland 

Priest of the Diocese of Sacramento 
Pastor Emeritus of Sacred Heart Church, Sacramento  

1894 -- 1976 
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Priests, religious and laity from all over the diocese gathered at Sacred Heart Church, 

Sacramento on Wednesday morning to celebrate the Mass of Christian Burial for Monsignor 
DŜǊŀƭŘ WƻǎŜǇƘ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ !ǳgust 7, 1976. 
 
Bishop Alden J Bell, Bishop John Cummins and 14 priests concelebrated the Mass in the parish 
ǿƘŜǊŜ aƻƴǎƛƎƴƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ мн ȅŜŀǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ 
emeritus in 1970. 
 
In his homily, Father James Kenny, pastor of Saint John the Evangelist Church, Carmichael, and a 
long-ǘƛƳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ aƻƴǎƛƎƴƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ άIŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭƳ 
ǎŜǊŜƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǊǘƛƭŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻƻƪǎΣέ CŀǘƘŜǊ YŜƴƴȅ ǎŀƛŘΦ άIŜ 
found serƳƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǎǘƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦέ 
 
CŀǘƘŜǊ YŜƴƴȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ aƻƴǎƛƎƴƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ άƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΣ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ōȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘΤ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǘƻ 
ƳŀǘŎƘ ƻǳǊ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎΦέ IŜ ŎƘƻǎŜ wƻōŜǊǘ [ƻǳƛǎ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ά9ǇƛǘŀǇƘέ ŀǎ ŀ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ 
aƻƴǎƛƎƴƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭΦ  Under the wide and starry sky  
    Dig the grave and let me lie. 
    Glad did I live, and gladly die, 
    And I laid me down with a will. 
    This be the verse you gave for me: 
    άIŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƭƛŜǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƭƻƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜΤ 
    Home is the sailor, home from the sea. 
    !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƴǘŜǊ ƘƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƭƭΦέ 
NATIVE OF KERRY 
! ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƭŜŜΣ /ƻǳƴǘȅ YŜǊǊȅΣ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ aƻƴǎƛƎƴƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘƻ ƛƴ мфнлΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ 
ordained to the priesthood at All Hallows Seminary in Dublin. His first assignment was assistant pastor at 
Saint Joseph Church, Auburn. He also served as an assistant pastor at Sacred Heart Church, Susanville, 
and as pastor of Sacred Heart Church, Alturas, and Sacred Heart Church, Gridley, before coming to the 
Cathedral as rector in 1942. 

 

 
 

Sacred Heart Church, Alturas 
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RECTOR OF THE CATHEDRAL AND CHANCELLOR 
MƻƴǎƛƎƴƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƴŎŜƭƭƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƻŎŜǎŜ, as well as rector of the Cathedral, from 
1943 to 1951. In 1945, he was named a Domestic Prelate by Pope Pius XII.  
 
PASTOR OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, CHICO 
He was appointed pastor of Saint John the Baptist Church, Chico in 1951 before coming to 
Sacred Heart Church, Sacramento in 1958. 

 

 
 
 
INVOLVED IN MANY MINISTRIES 
Over the years, he has served as Chairman of the Diocesan Liturgical Commission, a member of 
the Board of Diocesan Consulters, and a member of the Marriage Tribunal. He was well-
remembered for his outstanding work in the Korean Rice Corporation and his deep interest in 
the Legion of Mary. 
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aƻƴǎƛƎƴƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ƛǎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎΣ ¢ƘŜǊŜǎŀ wƻƻƴŜȅ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƭŜŜ ŀƴŘ aŀȅ CƭŜƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
Killarney, and a nephew, Joseph Lynch of San Francisco. 
After the Funeral Mass for MonǎƛƎƴƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭΣ Ƙƛǎ ōƻŘȅ ǿŀǎ laid to rest in the PriestsΩ Section 
of Saint Mary Cemetery in Sacramento. 
 

 
Photo by John E Boll 

Headstone of Monsignor Gerald O’Driscoll 
Priests’ Section, Saint Mary Cemetery, Sacramento 

 
 
 
 
 

May Monsignor OõDriscoll and all the deceased priests  
Of the Diocese of Sacramento abide now in the light 

and joy Of the Kingdom of God. 
 


