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Creation of Holy Cross Parish in 24

Tulelake is as fardm Sacramento as one can getd still be in California. Thiswn today has
a population of 1010 andlits in a large valley at aevation of 4015 feet. It is about four miles
from the Oregon bordeand nine miles from Merrill and Malin Oregon

Tulelake’s first church, 1949

Father Francis SullivarFounding Pastor of Tulelake Parish9481950

It was Bishop Robert Armstrong who established this parish in November 194i@fanded
Father Francis Sullivan that he would be foending pastor of Tulelakencludingthe small
missin church inDorris twenty-five mileswSa G 2F ¢dz St 1 S® CIF (KS
became effective on November 10, 1948 and he hadldéwelop the parishwith very little
resources.

A donor promised to make fanancial giftto the new Tulelake pariswith a stipulation that the
donor would choose the name of the church. Since twor never made the promised
donation, Father Sullivan took matters into his own hands and named the pddbhCross
after his college alma mater Massachusetts




AsWorld War 1l endedn 1945 the 18700 Japanese Americans who wenreprisonedfor three
years in nearby Newell were released. The hundredsaofacksused to house thge Japanese
American internees were now vacant and the US Government was willing to hggue tb
anyone who would haul the buildings away.

The Winema School District offered to share in the acquisitioonef of thesebuildings from
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Newellto the parish siteThe churchcommittee agreed and one of theuddings was moved to

the newly acquied three lot parcelon Firstand G Streets. Théormer barrackswere fitted
togetherto become the first Catholic Church in Tulelake veittmall living quarter included in

the building for Father Sullivarihe founding pastar The surrounding parishes provided an
altar, pews and kneelerf®r the church Father Sullivan serdeas pastor for two yearand was
thentransferred to Holy Family Parish in Weed
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arrival of new homesteadingamilies in 1947, 1948 and 1949, there was a new spirit of
optimism and enthusiasm in the area, especially in the Holy Gasshcommunity.
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fundraisers enabling theommunity to build a new and permanent brick church and rectory in

MppH® CI GKSNJI dsPasodryofthe Narish oNae8eR yearand in 1961 he was
named pastor o5t Patrick Parish in Placerville.
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Holy Cross Churciulelake




Father John Dowling Named Third Pasta9611981

The next pastoof Tulelakewas Father John Dowlingho was a convert to the Catholic faith
from Methodism. John was raised in tieeepSouth. He arrived in Tulelake in October 1961
and byNovemberof that same year the parish was completely télee. Although the parish
wasalways small by normal standards, the enthusiasm and generosity of the parishioners more
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Father Dowling had many practical skillsat he put to good use bymaking many
improvementsto the parish hall, the formebarracks in the Japanese Concentration Camp. The
hall provided a place where Sunday school classee held to this very day. The Altar Society
was a great help in providingecessary items needed for the Sunday liturgy. Father Dowling
served as pastor for twenty yeausitil his retirementin June 1981.

Father Michael Canngucceeds Father Dowliras Fourth Pastqri981-1987

Succeeding &ther Dowling was Father Micha€annywho arrived in Tulelake in October 1981.
Because of his great devotion to Mary, the mother of JeBather Canny buik Marian grotto
at Holy Cross Church in Tulelake amdther atOur Lady of Good Counsgéhurchin Dorris. He
also installegpaintedstained glass windows in Holy Cross Church. In 18i8Fpp Francis Quinn
appointedhim pastor ofSacred Heart Parish in MaxweWhichleft Tulelakeonce againn need
of a new pastor

Father John Molomby Becomes Fifth

| Pastor19871989
The role of pastorfor Tulelake was

| entrusted to Father John Molomby

§ who arrived inthe parishon April 1,
1987. With the approach of the
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Molomby and the parish community
began planning for this important
parish celebration The Anniversy
Mass was held on Sunday, November
6, 1988 with Bishop Francis Quinas
principal celebrant and Monsignor
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leader of Tulelake when the new

church and rectory were constructed
g o, 1 in 1952.
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Marian Grotto in Tulelake

FatherMichael Tamburis NamedParishAdministrator of Tulelakel9891993
Father Michael Tamburi was ordained priestfor the diocese oHartford, CT in May 1959
After some years in ministryehleft the active priesthood and eventually settled in Los Angeles.




He had read about Bishop Francis Quama was impresselly what he read. He made contact
with Bishop Quinn and expressed his interest in returning to active ministry if Bishop Quinn was
willing to accept him. Bishop Quinn eventually welconteather Tamburio the Diocese of
Sacramento anassigned himo Sacred Heart Parish in Anderson working with Father Michael
Kiernan.After Father Molomby was assigned to St Theresa Parish in AulBisiop Quinn
appointed Father Tamburio serve the people of Tulelake and Dorrs the parish
administratorin 1989 Hewaslater incardinated into the Diocese of Sacramento

Father Tambursuffered from diabetesand gave himself insulin shots daifhen he did not
show up formorning Mass on Thursday, October 21, 19®arishioner went to theectoryto
look for him. With no reply at the door, theparishioner entered the house and fouribat
Father Michaehad died while working at his office dedislop Quinn celebratec Funeral
Mass for Father Tamburin Tulelake andanother at Sacred Heart Parish in Anderson the
following day.Father MichaelWaslaid to rest in a crypat St Joseph Cemetery in Redding.

Pastorate offFather Patrick Henrg 9932000

Faher Patrick Henryvas appointed pastor of Holy Cross PaiisiOctober 1993, following the
untimely death of Father Tambukle took action to addressvb important pastoral objectives.

The sacraments of reconciliatiofjrst Eucharist and confirmation klanot been celebratedn

the parish for six years. Within a few monthg;ather Henryimplemented programs of
instruction that prepared many children ranging in ages from four to seventeen years for the
reception of the sacraments over the course of thewgng years.

Secondly, given the large number of Hispanics living as migrant farm laborers in the parish,
Father Patrick decided to inaugurate a ministry that would be conducted in the Spanish
language. This was done with the help of both Father Umbertmé&zoand Father John Boll,
who was Vicar for Priests at the time.

During both winter and spring, there was weekly instruction for baptianpreparationfor
guinceaferas, instruction, mainly in English, fooyng children on both Satuay and Sunday of
eat week, we&ly Masses in Spanish and the full cultural celebration of Deeerh at the
mission church of Qu_ady of Good Counsel in Dorris.

Pastorate of FatheBrent CarltonNall, 20002004

Succeeding Father Henry as pastor was Father Brent CarltbiiNalerved a¢ dzf S fpasfporS Q a
for four years. This wasstime of water shortagan the Tulelake basiand without an adequate
supply, the farmers could not grow their crops. This era was difficult Hothfarmers andfor

farm workers The lack of suffient water in the Tulelake basicontinues to this dayThe
economicstruggle of farmers has madedifficult for the parish to survive financially as well. In
2004,Bishop Weigand appointdéather Nalto the pastorate ofGridley.




Tulelake Basin

Father Guillermo Rodrigue&ppointed Parish Administrator 2002008

Father Guillermo Rodriguez, a native of Mexico who had worked in many parishes of the
dioceseyears beforewas appointed administrator of the parish by Bishop §8ed. His English
speaking ability waBmited and as a result, English speaking parishioners bégdeave Hbly
Cross Parish andttended Mass atSt Augustine Parish in Merrill, Oregon whismine miles
away from TulelakeThis made it even harder f@acred Heart Parish to cover its expenses.
After four yeardn Tulelake, FatheRodriguezetired and returned to Mexico

Father Paul Schloeder Serves Tulelake for Six Months in 2008

In 2008, Bishop Weigand asked Father Paul Schloedemwabalreadyretired if he would be
willing to go to Tulelake to serve the parish. Father Paul agreed and maovéadlelakein
January 2008. Durinpis seven months therehe madeevery effort to get to know the
parishioners and even went to the local bar to have a beel @tk with the people. He says
that the half year he spent in Tulelake was the highpoint of his priestly ministry.

But because oft dzf Sf | { SQa T 2aekitiol &e czil wgaRerirfv@rgeiland his
delicatephysical conditionFather Schloedenad to return to the Sacramento Valley to a lower
altitude and a warmer climate. Had his health not been an issusalie hevould have loved
to stay on at Tulelake and minister to the people.




FatherRolan PabBon, 20082009

The Diocese of Sacramento ergd into conversation with the Diocese of Baker to see if an
agreement could be madbetween the two dioceses$or the parish in Merrill to cover the
Tulelake parishBecauseTulelake was in another state, the Diocese of Baker did not want to
extend its juisdiction into Californiao no agreement was reached

Hoping to keepa pastoral presence in TulelakBjshop Weigand appointed Father Rolan
Pabellanas administratoof Holy Cross paristirather Rolamemained in Tulelake only onegr
and was then reasgned to the Weed parish

The Next Step to Serve the People of Tulelake and Dorris

With the departure of FatheRolanfrom Tulelake, Bishop Weigand turned over the care of Holy
Cross Parish to the two neighboring parishes of Weed and Alturas. FathemNBamcepcion,
pastor of Weeduntil his recent assignment to Saint Maria Goretti Parish in Elk Gseveal as
administrator of Tulelake and Father Bernardin Mugabo, parochial administrator of Alturas,
serves as parochial vicar.

The pastor of Weed driwgdo Dorris every Sunday to celebrate the 1186 Massat Our Lady

of Good Counsel Churckvery other week he continues on to Tuleld&ecelebrate Mass at

Holy Cross Church at 2 PM. On the alternate Sundays, Father Bernardin comes to Tulelake t
celebrae the 2 PM Mass at Holy Cross Church. This is a significant sacrifice for both pastorg
because the drive to Tulelake for each priest is a round trip of 150 rilitesMasses at Dorris

and Tulelake are in addition to thilasses they must celebrate in thedwn parisheseach
weekend Driving this distancan the summer is one thing, buhaking the150 miletrip in

winter is very differentThese priests are to be commended for the sacrifice theketo serve

the Catholic community ofulelake and Dorris.
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Holy Cross Parish, Tulelake Today




