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Father Richard Doheny

Native Son of County Tipperary, Ireland
Priest of the Diocese of Sacramento

Pastor ofEmeritus ofSaint Mel Parish, Fair Oaks, California
October 30,1923-- March 4, 206




Richard Doheny was born ddctober 30, 1923the sixth of ten childremornto Richard Doheny
and Mary Dwyer Two of his sisterbecamenuns. He was raised on the family gaiarm in
County Tipperarandgrew up with ahealthy respect for hard wonkwhich wasnhurtured by faith

in his closeknit family. Richard attended Thurles Christian Brothers School from 1937 to 1942
and thenon to Saint Patrick Seminary, Thurled)ere he studiedrom 1942 to 1948.

ORDAINED A PRIESIR THE DIOCESE OF SACRAMENTO

Richard was ordained to the priesthood at Saint Patrick CqllBgerles on June 13, 1948y
Archbishop KinaneHe was one of nearly a dozen Irish priests selected by Father Thomas Kirby
to serve the diocese of Sacramentorohg / | f A ¥ RobiNarld War lIpopulation growth
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Ordination day, Fr. Doheny standing behind Bishop Kinane. . To the left of Fr. Doheny is Fr. John

Photo from Saint Paul Parish Archives

FIRST ASSIGNMENTS INDKECESE OF SACRAMENTO
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Saint Patrick Parish y 3 S f QflloweH by lah assignmeat Saint Joseph Parish in Marysville.
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NAMED PASTOR OF QUINCY

After six yars as an assistaritather Doheny was appointed to hiist pastoratein 1954at Saint
JohnParish in Quincy. He servedthat pastoralrole for six yearsntil he wasappointedfounding
pastor of Saint Pauldarish inSouthSacramento.

Photo by Johtt Boll

Saint John Church, Quincy

FOUNDING PASTOR®NT PAUL PARISBACRAMENTO

In 1960,Bishop Joseph T McGucken appoinksather Dohenyounding pastor of Saint
Paul Parishn Florin As thearea gew in population it became evident that the old
missionchurchin Florinwas not large enough to accommodate the growing number of
parishionersand inaddition, parts of theold facility were simply wearing out.

On the original property where th€elorinmission churclhad been builtdiocesarofficials
thought that land was adequate to build a larger churckather Dohenyon the other
hand,judged that the creek on the property limited its potential alswaldingsite and he
convincedBishop McGucketo lend the @mrishmoneyfor a downpaymenton 15 acres
of landon the corner of Florin Road and Gardner Avenue as the site for the new parish.

It was atthistime that Father Dohenynet Mary Scedello. She recalls how Father Doheny
deftK A & Y Hhi&néwpaish which began with 100 familibsit grew tobe a parish
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with 3,000 familiesMs Scardello wentonto sapatdt S2LJX S gK2 OF YS
gl &8 GKSe& ¢gSNFB inpiedsad DRithet wafath& Dahéngivent about
purchasing property, building a wechurch and moving in temporary buildings for much
YSSRSR NBfAIA2dza SR dzbhe Kintl 8fy perSdn pebgleNjBadtated
to because he had the ability to talk anybody into doing anytdisbe said Whenever
there was an event in the parish hall, FathDoheny vasin the kitchen cooking and

frequently sent people away with vegetables picked from his own garden.

Photo from St Paul Parish Archives

TheFirstSaint Paul Churchn Florin 1946

NAMED PASTOR OF SAINT MEL PARISH, FAIR OAKS

In 1976,Bishop Alden J Bell appointé@ther Doheny pastor of Saint Mel Parish in Fair Qaks.
this parish, ke once againdirected building projects including renovation of the church,
construction of aspace foryouth ministry a library and computer lab and expansiof the
rectory and social hall.

He took great pleasuri preparing dinner for friends and fellow priestdich earned him the

nicknamedaNJ | 2aLIAGFfAG&eZé al AR CI (i o8shivho dutc¥edead O{ ¢
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STRICKEN WITH CANCER
Father Doheny served as pastor of Saint Mel parish for 30 years. He was diagnosed with cancs
and batled this disease for three years. After retiring2005 he continuedliving at Saint Mel
rectory until his death on March 4, 2006. He died in his own bed in the parish rectory at the age
of 82.

Photo by John E Boll

Saint Mel Church, Fair Oaks
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Because Father Doheny wataegerthan-life personality knownby many priests and people in
the Diocese of Sacramensmd beyond his Funeral Masat Saint Mel Parish had an attendance
of nearly 200 people on March 006 Bislop William Weigandvas the main celebrardt the
Massand was joined b$30 priest concelebrants frothe Sacramento and
“ Stockton dioceses.

Monsignor Edward Kavanaglpastor of Saint Rose Parish in Sacramento,
| was the homilist at the Mass$ie and Diclbohenygrew up just two miles
from each other Although they attended different seminaries, they were
ordained the same year for the Diocese of Sacramento. Monsignor
Kavanagh described his lifelong friend andiggiLJr NIy SNJ | a |}
scholar, very well reada man whonever forgot a name or a facele was a man of prayer and




great vision He could see a program doing well in another parish and implement it in his own
LI NA a Kdég

TESTIMONY OF PARISHIONERS

Katie Burke, aarishioner ofSaint MelParisht Yy R 02 2 NRA Yy | (i RiNdJofXCHristiark S
Initiation of Adultsprogram, says helife was changed by Father Doheny. She was baptized by
himin 1991 and said she was inspired to full membership in thiledla faith after attendinghis
weeklyNBf A 3A2dza SRdzOF GA2y OflaasSad al S gl a +y
08 AKINAY3 LISNB2YIf SELSNASYOS&asz¢ &KS al Af
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After making several pilgrimages to Europe led by Father Doheny, Katieddadtadedhat her
LI a02NE sK2asS SeSa UGsAy|1fSR &#0KEWEOESNI KST ¥ 1§
the travel guides.

Father Liam McSweengy CI (4 KSNJ 5 2 &cSoygadiel théahdzy Xayhlyback to
Ireland where a Funeral Masswas heldfor him in Gortnahoefollowed by burial at Fennor
Cemetery in County Tipperary. At the time of his death, Father Doheny was survived by hig
brothers Bill of Australia, John of Tipperary and Ned of Dublinremsister, Nora Doheny of
Tipperary, Ireland.

The Doheny family. To Father's right is his mother, Mary; to his left is his father, Richard. Standing in front him is first cousin Angela O'Dwyer.

J- N

w e

& N



1:dination day: surrounded by his mom and dad. Standing: Bill, Mary,
ichael, John, Nora and Ned

Sister Angela and Nora. Standing: Fr. Doheny,

1988 Family reunion in Irealand. Sitting: Mary,
Ned, Bill, John and Michael.
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Fr. Doheny with Jeanne Crain, Alan Ladd, Regis Twomey and Noah Berry in Quincy for the filming of “Guns of the Timberland”
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1952 Priests’ Dinner in Reno. Fr. Doheny center foreground with Fr. Kavanagh to his left and
Dennis Day to his right.
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Father Doheny Meets Pope John Paul Il in Rome
daé KS toNghatulatiaarns and prayers for you on this special day. Your dedication, hard work
l'yYR a0NRByYy3a ALANRGAzZ t tAFS KIBS o0SySFAGS
Bishop William WeigandDiocese ofSacramento
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1998 New bell tower Picking peaches in his garden

1970 CYO Golf Tournament
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With Bishop Bell at St. Paul's Fr. Doheny and Bishop Fulton Sheen

Father Doheny visits the students &aint Mel School
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