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RussellGeorge Terravas born on Ash Wednesdayebruary 26, 1936t Mercy Hospital in
Sacramento. He was the firstborn son of George Terra and Sylviai,Dolleiived by hisgwo
younger brothersponald and Leonard.
Ly wdza & Q th® Kekrd fanfl\2ligeR i
Sacred Heart Parisin East Sacramentbut
when Sint Mary Parish established in 1906,
moved to the58" and M Streetsite in 1948,
Sacred Hedarparish was dividedndthe Terra
familyQ aresidence was in the territorial
boundaries of Saint Mary Brish which was
staffedby the Oblates of Saint Joseph.
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George and Sylvia ith newborn Russell

wdzaaQ Y20KSNJ {et Al oI a
brother Bill Dinelli is the father of Father Hiinelli,
. wdza & Q O 2isl@isba/ priestko? the Diocese of
Sacramento.
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Russell at 13 months of age
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~ Photo by John E Boll 2014
Sacred Heart Church, Sacramento
Russ Begins School
Russheganschool at El Dorado Elementary Schioal941 when he was 4 years old. that era,
a child could begin schoatither in the fall orthe winter semester Russ did well in school and
was advancea half yeairin first gradeto secondgrade.He believesthis was not a good idea
because he was too young be moved forwardo the secondgradeat ages6.

Inheriting hisT | (i K S NXbéheighS g KRussew in age, heeached thempressiveheight of
c Q,tvmdnchestaller than his father. Russ was ookthe tallest students in his class.

SeminarianRoy PetersMakesa big Impression on Russ

Russsays hehated catechisnas a childand did everything he could t&kipclass In 1945 Sacred
Heart Parishhad atwo week religioussummer school for public school childrerHis
neighborhoodfriendswanted him to attend the twoweek summer schoakith them but Russ
Al AR ay2 ¢ &hnithadther® wds & Boaciatingtéather who was differentrom
the other teachersCurious but eluctant, Russ said h&ould go one time to check outthis
teacher.

Thespecial teachr was Roy Peters who was a seminarian about two years from ordin&mn.
skillfullyused modern catechetical methodsdwas absolutely charming and considerasen
more impressive to RusgasRoyQ ability to hit the soft ball over theschool gymnasium. Russ

thought to himself:dWhy would someone like thisho is so talentedvantto6 S | LINRA Sa i

began to wondexhat priesthoodwas all about
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Roy Peters Inwteﬁeussto his Ordination

' . o A couple years later, Roy Peters sent Russ aitation to his
ordination at the Cathedral. Russ attesttithe ordination but did
not understand anything that was going on. When Roy gave his
first blessing after his ordination Russ went forwardo receive
FatherRoyQ a4 o0 f S & & A ysadhto Rusgi K SINJAVA2 & 2 2 F
@ 2dz wdzad a ¢ w dzathat RogPerérfRremedtieredhS f A
name. From that day forwardFatherPeters became a herto
Russ.

Father Roy Peters

RussBeginsSixth Grate at Sacred Heart School e
Beginning his sixth gradearin 1945 ,Rusdransferred to Sacred A
Heart Parish School on B9and H StreetsHe had trouble |
adjusting to the homework schedule because in public schoo
never had homework to do after school. Russ adjustelisoew
schalule but was no longer the top of the class. He gradd

from Sacred Heai$chooln 1948

The Idea of Priesthood s ,K.m
Although Russ does not remember this incident himself, his mdkkmnnded h|m of the time
when hewas about six years of ageusswas out riding his bikene summer morning when he
returnedhome sobbingntears{ & £ @A | ¥  wthizdight e had BaerKiguxsln an accident
but after calming downRusgold his motherthat God talked to him and said he had a lot of work
for Rusdo do. Russ didiot want to do a lot of work, he just wanted to playd have funThat
was the reasoffior hissobbingwhenhe arrived home.

A Day at the Beach in Santa Cruz

. Russ rememberanimportant moment

' - in his lifein 1948 whenthe family went
to Santa Crufor a week. While there
he becamedeeply aware of how tired
he wasof all the rules and regulations
in the church. He hagnough ofGod
and decidednot to pay any more
attention to God or toall thoserules.
Butat the age 612,there was not a lot
for him toget intotrouble about.After
ten days, Russ was so miserablehis
soul that he realizedhe could not live
without Godin his life. Deeply aware of
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the emptinesdn his life heknewhe had tolet Godbe part of hislife. This was hisast Augustine
moment of insight anaonversion.

Monsignor Lyons is a Great Help

During his high school years, Rtaged withMonsignor Michael Lyonsho was a very patient

and kindconfessor and guided Russ in terms of his vocaRuss talked to a Redeapist priest

who gave a parish mission at Sacred H&drtirch This priest gaveRussthe followingadvice:

attend Mass every day, keep the faith and do not fall in love. So Russ went to Mass every day
kept the faith and fell in lee. Having the experience of falling in love wasy positive for Russ.

It was the catalyst thathanged his attitude about women and marriage.

Christian Brothers High School
Christian BrotherdHigh School at
that time was located on 21and
Broadway where the Diocesar] . .o
Pastoral Center is now located.

experience forRussand it was
refreshingfor him to be taught by
men for the first time He joined

/ . @patball team but ended up |
breaking four bones The doctor
told the Terra family that Russ waj
too young to be playing with older
and stronger football playerso
Russ had tquit football. Christian Brothers High School

After Rusgyuit contact spors, he became very interested in hunting and fishing whelcame
his passion antbve ever sinceln 1953,Russ graduated from Christian Brothers High School.

Russ Wants to Become a Priest
Rusgalked toBishop Robert Armstron@bout hisinterest
in becomiry a priest.Because of a large influx of vocations
after the Korean War, there was no seminary available for
Russ to attend. At Saint Joseph Seminary in Mountain View,
there were 87 openings for 237 applicanBecause of the
great number of applicantsthe Archdiocese ofSan
Franciscostopped accepting studentffom outside the
archdiocese.The Dioceseof Sacramentanade inquiries
around the nation Jordan Seminaryin Menominee,
Michigan fordelayed vocationwas accepting students
Russwas sent therefor one yearto study Latin, Greek,
French, English and religion. In addition, the seminarians
became the workforce to install the roof othe new
gymnasium so they could play basketball there.
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Sacramento Begins a Relationship with the Salvatorians
The Salvrian Fathersasked Russ why his diocese se
him to Jordan SeminarjRusexplained that Sacramento
had no seminanpof its ownand the seminary in San{
Francisco was filled. Thisausedthe Salvatorians to
considermaking anoffer to Sacramentdo come and
begin a seminaryThe provincial senfFather Timothy
Likteig, SDS to Sacramento tmeet with Bishop
Armstrong to discuss the possibility of starting a dioces
seminary Father Tim and Bishop Armstrohgd a strong
resemblance and became friends In 1955 the
Salvatoriangameto Rio Dell to establish and staff Sai
Pius X Seminary

Russ Transfers to Saint Nazianz Seminary in Wiscons

Russ began his first year obllege seminary at the

Salvatorian Seminary inaist Nazianz, WI.At Saint

Nazianz Russ excelled in basketball and traidke

seminary teanplayed against the Catholic Champiarfs

the Stateof WisconsinAll the teams in the Wisconsi

Catholic League werexcellentbasketball playerand

Saint Nazianzompeted withall these eams. Russ on the Court

Russ Wins the Saint Nazianz Seminary Oratorical Contest in 1956

In 1956 Russompeted in andvon the seminaryoratorical contestat SaintNazianzHe spent
two years at St Nazianz Seminary and thetnrned to California wheréhe enteredSaint Patrick
Seminary in Menlo Park.

Saint Patrick SeminaryMenlo Park

ForRuss, &nt Patrick Seminary was very difficult becansany of the textbooksvere in Latin.
Russ was just not a linguist. These were good Yeatsm but he had to struggle because of the
Latin barrier and the detaivork needed insome courseskather Frank Norris was one of his

professors Father Norris hagust completed his doctorate in Systematic Theology and Russ did
not understand the conceptBather Norris was teaching. With thieelp of his classmate David
Pettingil who tutored Russ after clashe was able to pas€ | (i K S Ngotrse NNA & Q

Making Contact with the Jesuits at Alma College

Around 1958Russand some other classmates from Saint Patrick Seminary decided to go on a
bike rideone Thursdayon theirday off They started riding toward the Santa Cruz Mountains
Ther destination wasAlma Collegethe JesuitTheologatein the Santa Cruz Mountaing/hen

they arrived,the Jesuits were very hospitable and welcomed the Sainti¢kegeminariansThis
chancevisitbegan a relationship between Alma College and Saint Patrick Serthaargsulted

in anannualgathering of the two seminaries for a numbédry@ars




Russ Receives Tonsure at Saint Patrick Seminary
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Ordination to the Priesthood

Russ made it through his theology clasaad wasordaineda subdeacon by Bishop McGucken
in 1961in the Menlo Parkseminary chapelFor diaconate, he was ordained by Bishop Donahue
and on June 9, 1962, Bishop Alden J@dkined Russ a prieat the Cathedral in Sacramento.
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Bishop Bell Ordains Father Russell Terra to @weler of Presbyter
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The Anointing of Hands anBresentationof Patten and Chalice




FirstAppointmentas a Priest TheCathedral of the Blessed Sacrament
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Photo by John E‘BoII
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament
Fatherwdzid 8 Q FANEBRG | LILI2 Ay (0 of $hy Blessed Sacram2nt fowk ears. | {
Learning from Monsignor Ray Renwaltio was pastoof the Cathedraproved to bea great
experience forFather Rus®n many levelsFather Rus$as a great love and admtran for
Monsignor Renwald who was always a caring and compassionate pastor.

Assigned to Christian Brothers High School

In the summer of 1964 MonsignardesPook, Superintenent of Catholic Schools, askedther
Russif he wouldteachat ChristianBrothers High SchoodFather Russlid not want to go into
those classrooms withodirst being preparedHeattended six weeks of classes at the University
of San Franciscand took eight unitsFor the first time in his life he had ARin his classes.
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Father Terravent to Christian Brothers Hig
School as chaplain and religion teactserd

served therefor four years, 196468. He lived
at Saint Charles Borromeaectory with

Monsignor Poa during hisyears ofteaching

In the summer B I G GSYRSR {

College in Moragandearned amaster degree
in theology.

Father Terra Celebrates Mass for tistudents
at Christian Brothers High School

Appointed Director of the Diocesa®ffice of |

Religious Education e e
Bishop Bell asked Father ri@ to become
director of the Office of Religious Educatior,

Father Russbegan the religious educatio

office with Sister Mari&andenberga Cende

Sister.He moved to the Cathedral presbyter

where he lived in residencgnce his office was

in the lowerlevel of the Cathedral

Father Terravas director of the Religious Education office for 13 years, <193 and wasthe
longestservingdirector of religious education in the natia@t that time. Most diocesan directors
of religious education nationallyemained in office for only four yearbecause religious
education became the focal point for all the controversi@sd conflicts in the Post Vatican Il
Church liturgy, educationtheology and sacraments.

During these years, thHeiocesarfaith Formation Department
developed the Aquinas Center to be a center for religious
education material for the parishes of the diocese. During
that time, Father Terra completedwo masta degrees,a
master in Religious Educatiofrom the University of San
Francsco and a master in administratiomlso from USF.
Father Patick McGrath became part of th©ffice of Religious
Education and througthis efforts working with USF was able
create the Master ofArts in Teachingprogram for the priests
and sisters of the diocese.

While Father Terra was in the Office of Faith Development, he
gave retreats to religious women, spoke at regional and
parish conferences and workshops throughout the weest
USand inMinnesota and Corecticut.




He also authored three publication®n the Way, Thoughts for Pilgrima book of poetry and

photographsThe Coming Gad book & commentaries and reflectionsn the daily readings for
Advent To See His Faca book of longer homilies for spatidays of celebration throughout the
liturgicalyear.

Father Terra Named &€haplain to His Holiness

As Bishop Alden Bell was preparing to retire as Bishop of Sacramento, he asked the Holy Fath
to name some priests of the diocese as monsignors. Of the twelve so named, Father Terra wag
one of themnamed & aChaplain of His Holines§he newly named moignors were installed

on October 23, 1977 in the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament by Bishop Bell.

Pastor of Saint Joseph ParidRedding

I FTGSNI GKS NBUGANBYSY G agphstoad SamtAaseha Malistia Redding and 2
the short pastorateof Father dmesWalsh, the Saint Joseph pastorate was aggkaonceagain

for application Monsignor Terra and Father John Balo werefriends from their Cathedral days
together, began talkingabout applying forSaint Joseph Parisds a teamof two priests They
appled for the parish as a team with the understanding that if the bishop and Personnel Board
decided not to move forward with the team approatchen MonsignorRussell would apply for

the parishon his own Bishop Francis Quinn appointed Monsigierrapastor of Saint Joseph
Parish ilNovember 1981.

Saint Joseph Church, Redding
Monsignor Terra served as pastiftSaint Joseph ParishiRedding for 23 years. During that time,
his focus wasuilding the parishcommunity through liturgyHis approach was collaborative
12




ministry with all departments of the parisiorking together regular staff meetings, regular
meetings with department head$ostering the deaconategstablisling a preschoqgla middle
school and high schoak well as establistig a food locker to feed theungry andneedy of the
Reddingarea The middle school wasmmedSaint Francis Middle School aride high school was
namedBishop Quinn High Schobinfortunately, those two school were forced to cldsecause
of a lack of sidents

Monsignor Terra started a hospital ministcythe Redding Medical Centervolving lay people
which included daily visits aranight time emergency response.

Establishment of thesaint Joseph School Education Foundation

Saint Joseph Paristvas the first parish in the diocese to establish an education foundation to
fund tuition for needy students atdét Joseph Schoola$ht Francis Middle School and Bishop
Quinn High SchoobDver the years this fund has grown and provides financial assestam
students that need a helping hand.

e

Saint Joseph Pérish School Libray Ned r onsinrra

Russ the Hunteand Fisherman
Russ remembers watching his grandfather barbecue a wild bird and two days later he killed a
woodpecker on a telephone pole with HB8gun, confidentthe woodpecker was good birdo
eat. He huntednore birdsand killed seven other sparrows or linnetisd prepared the birds for
cooking Hebrought thebirdsto his motherfor cookingand his mother saidy bt in my housél €
She gave him a frying plan, sage, garlic, salt and pepper and olive oil arda saidhose birds
yourself in the back yarélRuss bui a fire pit, cooked the birdscked his fingers after eating and
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sadd Q@S 320 (2 R2 0EKAzZATHNIE S wNB & Doz a i3
of his life!He went from upland birds to waterfowtb deer, antelope, elk and wilpigs andat 80
years of agés still hunting althoughhis body is noveomewhat impaired.

Fishing started with a bent pin, a string, a stick and a worm. It progressed to plug casting, fly
fishing, ba fishing and finally evolved to catch and releasdiflizing only.




Winter Sportsnan




Water skiing begarduring his seminary days. The Jesuits taughisshow to water skiin
Applegateand he becaman expert water skier over the years

Russ the Water Skier




Russ the Skilled Hunter

Shooting two wild Boain one day was exceptional
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Taking to theSkyas a Pilot

Shortly after arriving in Redding, Russ nit. Frank Rusch who was an instructor and air
ambulance emergency piloWith the useof an airplaneowned byJack SchraedeRusstook
flying lessonsnd has sincéaking to the air andhas flownall over the north state fothe sheer
pleasure of it allBenton Airpark in Redding jigst across the street fromednt Joseph Church.
Russ flew airplanes for about 10 years until he began to hatgthmiain his heart In addition,
renting a plangust became too expensivi®r himto continue.

Grateful to Bishops Bell and Quinn

Monsignor Terra is grateful to bo@ishop Alden Bell and Bishop Francis Quinn who understood
Rus©a | LILINE I Odhd wieke alWays/shgpartNé of hirhle sincerely thanks them for
their support and confidence in him.

ForEverything There is a Season

parish and diocese, it became clear to him that it was time for hinetioe from parish ministry
andserve in a different wayHis ministry now involvelelping with various liturgical ministries

at Saint Joseph Parish and the writing and publishing homilies in the style of Alfonso Nebreda, SJ,
andFatherJohn Puliz, OSshort, concise and to the point
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FatherRuss retired as pastor o&it Joseph Parish in PG and resides in his own home in the
Reddingarea.He enjoysa slower pace of life which gives him time to be with God in prayer and
to compose his Sunday hoie#

AsMonsignor Terrdooks baclon his life, he sayst would not change anything about my life
except my sins and shortcomings. | agpke to those | have offended or hurt in any way and |
hope for their forgiveness. | am especially grateful to those who have blessed me with their love,
patience and forgiveness. Without their presence in my life, | would not be the persomdwm
andstA f f Ay (GKS LINRPOS&aa 2F 0SO2YAy3aodé

Through his life journeylonsignor Terrdnas come to these insight&bout life dLearn to listen
to God beware of the seductions of culturend be a pilgrim each moment of every day.hfad
a motto, it would bedPeregrinus- pilgrim.¢

Knight of the International Order of Saint Hubertus

On September 8, 200MMonsignor Terrawas knighted in thelnternational Order of Sint
Hubertusand functiors as chaplain to the US Brotherhood. This is an international order of
hunters dedicated to consertian, preservation of wild game and limited harve$he world
leaderof the Orderisa monsignor from Austa.

Gratefulto Monsignor Terrdaor his Ministry in the Diocese of Sacramento

It is nearly 75 years since that-siar old boy ode his bike oma sidewalk of East Sacramento on

a warmsunny Californiy¥ 2 Ny Ay 3 6KSy KS SELISNASYyOSR D2R
@2dz (2 R 2fobeyeafs BaeSpAdsad since that day and fifour years of ordained
ministerial servicenave beergiven The Lord indeed had a lot of work for Russ Terra to do and
he has done it. Russ cadentifyg A § K { F Ay 4 t I dZA 6K2 alFARY alL
kept the faith and now | await the crown of glory that the Lord has prepared for all who love
KAYodE

Thank you, Father Russ, for yattentivenessto the Lord anddedicationto his people over
these five decades of priestly ministiyhe Church of Sacramienis grateful that you said yes to
the Lordd & A y 10 folfow dedus ivf a life of ministry. We wish you good hedigppy fishing

and successful huntirgs you continue your pilgrim journey to Gatio awaits you in loveRuss,

we wish youg

Ad Multos Annos!




A Photo Journeyhrougha 2 Yy a A 3y 2 NJ ¢ S NNJ

Russell at thirteen months of agat the State Capitol
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BrothersDonald Leonardand Russell
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