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Native Son of Sacramento
Priest of the Diocese of Sacramento
Pastor Emeritus of Saint Lawrence the Martyr Parish, North Highladds,



Joseph Paul Ternuljdhe only son of Santo Ternullo and Rasarie Catolica, was
born in Sacramento, California on August
2, 1947at Mercy General HospitaHe was
baptized inthe Itaian National Church of
Saints Peter and Paul the North Beach
area ofSan Francisco.

Joseph came from Sicilian anagstHis
paternal grandparents Giuseppi Ternullo
and Rosa Barbard, came from Augusta,
and his maternal grandparentdppolito
Cattolica and Antoinette Alioto, came from
Paticello, Sicily. His first language at home
wasthe Siciliandialect
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Baby Joey Ternullo

Joseph grew up in Sacramento and he and 7
parents were parishioners of Saiftrancis of &
Assisi Parish on #@&nd K Streets in Sacramen

As a young boy he attended Marshall Gramn¥x
School but in the fifth grade transferred to Saifgats
Francis grammar school. He became a Mgga
server at Saint Francis Church which was op
five blocksfrom his family home.

Saints Peter and Paul Church, San Frsom

Photo by John E Boll 2005




Photo by John E Boll 2012
Saint Francis Church, Sacramento

ENTERS SAINT PIUS X SEMINARY
After graduating from the eighth grade in 1961, Joe entered Saint Pius X Minor Seimiaaty.
He completedhis four years of high school in the minor seminary baganseminary collegan

Galtfor the next two years
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Saint Pius X Seminary, Galt
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SAINT PATRICK SEMINARY, MENLO PARK

Photo by John E Boll 2014

In 1967, Joe entered Saint Patrick Seminary in Menlo Park for his last two years of college wheré
he graduated with a BA in Humanities with a concentratioRsychology. He then entered the
theology department at Saint Patrick Seminand earned a Masteof Divinity degree in 1972.

He was ordained a transitional deacon in May 1972 and seim&diaconate yeaat Saint Joseph
Parish in Auburn under the guidance of Father Ronan Bremtanwaspastor of the parish.

While serving in Auburme was known adDeacon Joé.

Photo by John E B@&011
Saint Jospeh Church, Auburn
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ORDAINED A PRIEST BY BISHOP ALDEN BELL
JosephPaulTernullo was ordained a priefdr service in the Diocese of Sacramebip Bishop
Alden J Bell on May 26, 1973 in the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament.

Photos from theCatholic Heraliéh 1973

s

Bishop Alden J Bell OrdairtsatherTernulloin the Cathedrain 1973

FIRST ASSIGNMENTS
His first parish assignmemtas as parochial vicato Holy Family parish in Citrus Heiglitsm
19731978. The pastor of the parish whather Vito Mistretta.

Photo by John E Boll 28
Holy Family Church, Citruseights

5




Immaculate Conception Parish, Sacramento

Ti IR e CHiKSNI w2SQa
ment was at Immaalate
Conception Parish in Saera
mento working with Father
Dan Madigan who was pastor.
He ministered atimmaculate
Conception Parish for three
and a halfyears,from 1978to
1981.
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SAINT THERESA PARISH, SOUTH LAKE TAHOE

Father Joewvas thenassigred to Saint Theresa Parish in South Lake Tdhma 198186. His
pastor wasFather John Gracand while serving aBaint Theresa Parishe became an avid
downhill skier. Under the tutilage of Father John Gra&@gher Jodearned how to cross country
skias well

Photo courtesy of St Theresa Parish

Original Saint Theresa Parish, Southke Tahoe
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While Father Joe was assistingSatint Theresa Parish, the Spanish speaking community began
to grow. Responding to the need for Mass in Spanish, Father Joe, in consultation with Father
Grace, begama weeklySundayMass in Spanisfi.he number of Hispanic parishioneit$esding

this Mass continued to grow.

HRST SABBATICAL

After thirteen years of priestly ministryather Joe took his first sabbatigalthe fall of 1986
attendingaprofNI ¥ |0 GKS | 2dza S 2 EdutaffoliniNBitek; Niassacyiugeits. / S G S
The progranfocused on humampsychologyin serviceto spirituaity which enabled &ther Joe to

work on hisown inner spiritual life.

PASTOR OF TRUCKEE

o - R Iihot,o byJohnEBoIIv2012
Assumptiont  NA a K / KdzNOK | YR wSOuU2NE RdzZNAYy3I[Cl

Concludinchis sabbaticain December 1986, Father Joe was appointed pastor of Assumption of
the Blessed VirgiMary Parish in Truckee which included Our Lady of the Lake mission church in
Kings Bedt He served as pastor of the Truckee parish from 1986 to I®®4ng his eight years

as pastor, B wasveryinvolved in the life of the community andade himself available to serve
the spiritual needs of patients dtahoe Forest Hospital in Truckee.

During his second term as pastadne parishpurchased a house next to the Truckee church and
converted it intoa parish office and faith formation center. This helped to sepathe parish
office from his residence. During these years, the Hispanic contynimthe parish began to
participate more fully in the life of the church. Father Joe loved being in the mountains and
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enjoyed the independent spirit of the people who lived in the Sierras. Life in the Sierras provided
him with the opportunty to improvehis ability to manuver the slopeduring the winterski
season. ltvas while he wasiiTruckee that he became a mountain biked often biked to Doner
Lakein the early morning

He enjoyed backpacking, snow skiing, mountain biking, sailing, swinnmatgycycle ridingand
photography Living in the mountains provided him the timedevelop andenjoy these favorite
mountain sports. It was easy for him then to balance work, play anceptayes.

Drivingfrom Truckeeo to the mission church iKings Beach on Saturday eversagd again on
Sundayg during thewinter months ofdeep snow was often a great challenge. But Father Joe
would not have traded those happy years in Truckee for any other place in the diocese. This
mountain assignment was his favorite

Photo by John E Boll 2012
Our Lady of the Lake Mission Church, Kings Beach

EMTAND CHAPLAIN TO THE TRUCKEE FIRE AND POLICE DEPARTMENTS

During hisyears inTruckee, Father Jobecame an EMT anserved aschaplain to the Fire
Departmentd KS t £ F OSNJ / 2dzy & { KSNA T T Qa Pasrdh Hit visiledy S y
Tahoe Forrest Hospital on a regular basis and alasysavailableto patientswhenever his
ministry wasneeded.




Joseph Ternullo
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Faces

in the crowd

Personal profiles of those people who make
life at Lake Tahoe special

He's an ltalian priest who speaks Spanish and rides a motorcycle,
but when it comes to guiding the spmt Father Joseph Ternullo is
pretty down-to-earth.

“There is so much alienation in the world,” he said, “so many peo-
ple who feel that they don’t belong anywhere. | want to show them
the.love of God through a loving, serving, worshipping commit-
ment.”

One of two priests who serve the Catholics of Kings Beach and
Truckee, Ternullo said he believes his job goes far beyond the
church walls.

“If we expect people to be here in church,” he said, “we have to
be out in the community with them - where they are in their lives.”

And Temullo said getting out includes everything from helping his
parishioners find jobs to assisting them in dealing with public agen-
cies.

“You can't tell someone that God loves them,” he said, “then they
have no food or home.”
~ While he’s a Truckee resident, Ternullo said he’s a familiar face in
Kings Beach where he is involved with both the church and the
community.

“’m very happy in my mlmstry,” Ternullo said. “| wouldn’t trade it
for anything.”

APPOINTED PASTOR OF WINTERS

During the second year of his second term as pastor of Truckddle on vacation witha
classmate in Kau@ 1994 Father Joeeceived a call from th®iocesan Pried®ersonnel Board

inquiring If he would be willing tanove to Winters to begastor of Saint Anthony Parish. With

great reluctance, Father Joe agreed to leave his beloved Truckee and returndoftiel Gt I Y R[ji ¢
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the Sacramento Vallegndserve apastor ofSaint Anthony ParishiwWinterswhich includedSaint
Martin de Pores Mission iBsparto. He servetthe full six year termas pastor

Spun;
Photo by John E Boll 2012

Saint Anthony Church, Winters

HIGHLIGHTS OF HIS WINTERS PASTORATE

Reflecting on his years in Winte@) i KSNJ W2 S & I &f inyyWintetsK SLI-KSMBEENIA(E
the formation of a committee to explore the possibility of a new church, m{ a6niversary of
ordination,awelcoming attitudeto my dadwhen hecame to e with me after his strokentil

his deathin the rectory, the youth day caNd G A2y a | yR GKS WTFASaildl a
communitiesof Winters and Espart@ndthe parish festivalsto name a fewp ¢

PASTOR OF SAINT LAWRENCE PARISH, NIGRILIANDS

In the summer of2000, Father Joe was named pastor of Saint LawrémeéVartyr Parish in
North Highlands'hat fall,he beganhis second sabbaticdbr studiesat the Pontifical North
American Ctége in Rome. Joining himRomefor the fallsalbatical were Fathers John Boll and
James Mennigvho were brother priest®f the Diocese oSacramento

After returning home from his Rome sabbatical, Father Joe began his pastorate at Saint Lawrencsg
parish where he served as pastor for the next nine years. One of the painful and emotional
moments for him was having to close the parish school because dliivey enroliment.
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Interior of the newly renovated Saint Lawrence Church

MINISTRIES ESTABLISHED DURING FATHER t ! { ¢ hw! ¢ 9

During his pastorate, the annual Guamanian Festival was reestablished in the parite
Spanish speaking communityegr, ministry tothat groupwas organized anBather Jodegan a
weekly Saturday evening Mass in SpanigteHispaniccommunity heldhe Adventposadas and
celebrated the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalgpe December 12The parib began parent
education classes in Spanish for the Spanish speaking families, although the children attended
faith formation classes EnglishThe sacraments of confirmation and Eucharist for the children

of the parish were celebrated together-timgudly. Throughout his ministry, Father Joe always

did his best to implement the vision and practices of the Second Vatican Council

DIOCESAN LIAISON TO LAW ENFORCEMENT

Bishop Weigand appointed Father Joe diocesan liaison to the law enforcement and fire services
AY {FONIYSyG2d LYy !'LINAE Hnnp KS 3N} RdzZ GSR
Academy anccontinues to serveas a Law Enforcement Chaplain. In 20ditceeding Father
Michael Cormackewas appointed Catholic liaison of the diocéséhe Sacramento FBI agency.
LT L KIR y20 06SSy | LINASadGz¢é alrea cCl iKSNJ
out that we are overgrown kids who want toelp others and do it from a different and
complYSY G F NB LISNBLISOGA DS dé




DOCTORS ADVISE FATHER JOE TO RETIRE

In 2007z C I (i K S NJsa®ise® him tecanSide® rbtiringfor health reasonsln 2008,he
shared withBishop Sotavhat his doctorshad told him about his healttBecause of personnel
constraints, Bishop Soto asked Father Joe to stay in the parish until the summer of 2009.

In 2009, Father Joe went on his last sabbaticahe Christian Brothers sabbatical program in
Santa Fe, New M&o. He found this sabbatical experience with priesistersand brotherdrom

all over the world to be very posie and he continuedo work on his interior spiritual lifas he
began to prepare for his transition to retired life.

CHAPLAIN OF SAIRRANCIS HIGH SCHOOL

Upon returningfrom his sabbaticaljn orderto minimize the stress of full time ministry, Bishop
Soto askedrFather Joeto serve half-time as priest chaplainof Saint Francis High School in
Sacramento He served as chaplain of Saintrfeia High Schodtom January 20Q to August
2012.

RETIREMENT FROM ACTIVE MINISTROAIN

When Father Joe reached the age of 65 in 2@i2hop Soto granted his request to retire from
active parish ministryf-ather Joe retired on his birthday, August 2, 2H2then began a new
ministryof serving the Catholic community as chaplain on crihgessand has traveled the world
ascruisechaplain.He also helps in local parishes on weekends as there is need.

Faher Joesays heK | & | & Yl NJ S0 LI bed®sa priestiiends (o de vihdreitBed
LIS2LX S FNB IyR Ay@2f @SR Ay GKSANI RIFAf @ 2
0KS aKSSLIPé berdnBa pNaStivas® Yelp edplegrow in their relaitonshipwith

God in the context of the family of faith.

In whatever parish he has served, Father Joe has always made an effort to connect with the
ecumenicaministerial association and be involved in ecumenical activities in the caontynu

Father Joe says he received his vocation to the priesthood from his parents who never said a
word about being a priest but showed him liyeir example that life was about love and
compassion and helping othels.the sixth grade after serving Suryddass,Joeand his parents

were inalocal dorut shop and a parishioner asked him if he ever though about being a priest.
He answered no. But the seefla vocationwas plantedhat dayand the rest is history.

The priests, religious brothers aststers of Saint Francis parish were an inspiration to him and
Bishop Francis Quinn and Pope Francis continue to inspire him to live a life ioé $emthe
People of GodHis life as a priestith the celebration of the sacramental life of the churchsha
been a joy fohim.

THANKS TO FATHER JOE FORWIB DECADES OF MINISTRY

We thank Father 3®ph Ternulldor his life of ministryn the Church of Sacramenémd we wish
him good health and much joy as he lives these years of active retirecmminuing to serve
the People of God in a more leisurely and calm way.

AD MULTOS ANNOS!
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PHOTOS ALONG THE JOURNEY
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Photo courtesy of Father Joseph Ternullo

Father Joe and his 188Chevy
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Photo courtesy of Fr Joseph Ternullo
Father Joe, Catholic Chaplain wiNorwegianCruise Line, with Captai¥aja Litovic
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The Easy Way to the top of Santorini
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Giuseppi Ternullo and Roarbarina - IKSNI wW2SQa t
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Photocourtesyof Father Jseph Ternullo
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The Wedding Day dbanto Ternullo and Rosemarie Cattolica
Parents of Father Joseph Paul Ternullo




